Opportunities
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Although some of the English lec-
turers Vho found themselves
unemployed at tht €nd of last se-
mester have sinct ft>und mitht - ohs
mam others are still wandering
aimleAslv around the job market

Former lecturer Elizabeth Bell ex-
pressed her current tob situation
quite succinctly What am | dome
now? Well, I'm collecting unem-
ployment to the tunv of a
week, and | m hunting for a job.”

But Beil and at It'as? one other for-
mer lecturer ha\e responded to a
solicitation from Houston law firm
Vinson and E kins which is offering
)ob" a- legal assistants to people

w th master s dec

dis

Tht. dt par— ent discon? nut d the

jur or-levt |l ¢t >mp -iticn cour- ist

stmt 'ter and all the lev rt ~ who

taught the course were dismi>st t

Onlv fivt "line item bud a* ted lec-
turers v. 11 ;- main on the leachit g
Stdl f

* art not necessarily rt ruittng
for positions that are currently
open," Boiling said. "But we are al-

ways willing to talk with pt'ople
about caret r paths

Boiling said she learned about the
f rwiish lecturers plight from a for-
mer L T fnglish instructor who
w >rks -w a legal assistant at Vinson
and ! lkms.

"I knew that would be a good
source for applicants for legal assist-
ant positions, Bolling said. "We
are constantly looking for good
communicators, or what we call
good raw material

1 know from experience that if
we don't have something today, we
will probably have something fo-
rm>rnnv," she said.

, irisan anci fikms has the largest
legal assistants program in the

countrv and employs about 130 as-
sistant' to perform various research
and writing functions. Bolling said

About 110 of those assistants
work in the Houston office, and the
others work in tht firm s Austin and
Washington, D C., offices

Other former lecturers have ob-
tained jobs at various junior col-
leges, and at least one will be work-
ing in the College of Engineering as
a writing instructor.

The School of Law will continue
its program of using lecturers to
teach technical writing to law stu-
dents, but the law school will be re-
sponsible for hinng those lecturers
In th< past, the lecturers were hired
bv the Department of English and

"loaned out to the law school,
which was responsible for paying
them said Joseph Kruppa, assistant
chairman of the Department of Eng-
lish

Kruppa said the English depart-
ment also is helping the lecturers
fmd jobs on an individual basis.

"1 know' various members of the
department have contacted (pro-
spective employers) about the lec-
turers, and Tknow several individu-
dis are being placed, Kruppa said.

In the meantime, Kruppa is head-
ing a committee that is studying the
future of composition courses in the
Department of English.

"We art. simply discussing vari-
ous way s of thinking about the Tng-

arise for former UT English lecturers

hsh department,” Kruppa said.
"We are exploring whether we can
keep 346K in the future and what
kinds of writing courses we can of-
fer

Kruppa said some students still
are required to take the course to
graduate, but that the deans of the
various colleges are waiving the re-
quirement or substituting writing
courses in other departments.

"There are a variety of options
available to the students, depend-
ing on the standing of the student,
the college in which they are en-
rolled and so forth. Students who
are concerned about this need to
talk to their individual deans,"
Kruppa said.



