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' In respense to the Nov. & harge from the F.E.P.C., the P.E.C.

met to discuss the objectivés, content.'lnd wtionale of our

prassnt Freshman Bnglish Program, To meat the immediate needs

of the textboock sub-committee, we offer the three attached
deseriptions of 306, 307, and 308 these sdoscéiptionn'incluge
guidelines for text selection. i o @
Tha‘P.E.P;C. alao‘asked the.P.E.C. tc conaider the rationale

of our pressnt program. Although we have indicated our

wiilingness to do so, we would like to»propose an alternative:

1. That the F.E.P.C. establish a atending sub-commitiee on
curriculum development. Changes in the Freshman program are
irminent: the 307 syllsbue will probably be revised and there
ig mome #lk of adding another 2nd gemsester variant-- a course
in writing for sclence majors. This committee bellieves that
it should not be respenshneibles for both developing and then
judging curriculum, Therefore, we suggest a curriculum

gub-comuittee,  The P,E.C. would then be respongidble for
evaluation. :

2. Decause ‘changes are in progess, we suggest that the F.E.P.C.
get & dates after which no program changes can be madse for
the following semsster-- say, March 1 for Fall semester, etc.
If we don’t set cut-off dates, we will somstimes end up
with texte that no longer match the spllabus. The P.E.C,
thinks such discontinuity harmful to the program. So we
encourage the F.E,P.C. to establish cut-off dates for
progrem changess ane date for eazh ssmester,

3. If the P.E.P.C,; eatablishs a curriculum sub-committee, the
P.E.C. aeks to be relleved of its current charges to provide
a rationale for the current Freshman program and to improvs
the ssquencing that now prevails, On the other hand, we
would sccept a charge to avaluate the curirent sequencing-- 17
such an evaluation ig desnmed neceessary.,

Atteched you wiil find dsaseriptions end guidelines for text
selectiona. : , : '
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. E 307

Degeription (es in the College of lumanities catalog)

£ the following may be counted: FEnglish 307, 60ib, 305, 308. A
(c)zl;og?:ign courss at g geve){ more advanced than that of English 306. Studer.\ts
will study rheteric and logic and apply the‘principles to writing and analyzing
exposition and zrgument, with materizls drawn from literature, chiafly prose
fiction. Prersquisite: Engiish 506 or the equivalent.

Golectiven

In E 307 ths students read and analyse both non-fiction and
fiction, In genersl, students are taught to become more
discriminating rsaders of all kinds of texts. More specifically,
they learn to compare snd centrast different discursive aims
and to recognizes that different aims mandate diffsrent
atructures, volces, themea, atyles and effects, Moreovar,
they are encouraged to draw connsctions between rheteric
and literature-- much in ths way that Kenneth Burke does.
To help them make the connscticn, the reading units adress
the following rhetorical and. litemary problemas unity-purpose,
structure-organization, character-woica, theme-values, atyle,

affect. In this way, we give the gtudente one way of discoursing
ebout literasurs. :

But E 307 also tries to put seme of the “1iterary* into a
student’e discursive writing in general., Consequently, our
writing objectives are rathar broad, Taksn together, the
suggestzd writing assignmenis include most of the aims and
modes of discourse; dut in all casea; the student is ancouraged
to try more "ereative” ways of fulfilil each aim or mode.
That, at leset, is our idesl.. However, practice, E 307

stresses analytic ergementationm or exposition over other
forms of eriting, i -

isxts

I. Handbook/Workbooks 'My expsrience has shown that workbooks
are mors effective than hendbooks in B 307. Mechanice sre
sovered an an individuaiised bagig 8lthough we presume that

all students have on hand.their 306 handbook, Az for the '
workrook, it should:

&. inelude numerpus exerciges an the most common grammatical
orcblems our students haves comma splices, fragments,
fused gintances, unciear Prenoun refersnce, shifts
in tengse or.perscn, and dangling modifiers.

b, offer students exanplee sf how $0 use semi-colons,
cglons, and dushes; and provide exercises that encoursge
them to use thess more scrhisticated marke of punctuation,

¢, include a series of axérciées on guch concerns asg thesis

<dezelppmenﬁa paregraph development, transitions, and
V0188,
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de inciude a long and veried gection on stylistic
concernas: dirasciness, sentence patterns, diction,
rhythm, varisty and emphasis,

8, ideally, approsch mechanice, etructure, and style
as rhetorical concerns rather than prescriptions.,
Howsver, since the workbook cmntaing 1ittle sxplanatory
material, it mey be up to the teascher %o stress
the rhetorical perspective.

1I, Rhetoricss Although there is some question about the neceseityt;
for a 307 rhetoric, the P,E.C. fesle that such a text is ’

& good idea-~- st lemst for the moment. A rhetoric text will

encourage 307 t@aches to make connections between rhetoric

end litsrature and between the student's writing and his

readmg‘ In short, {t will inhibit the tendm:g to turn

307 into a literature courss. A 307 rheteric should inelude;

8. & leng and respectable section en reading and
: writing about litersture

b. an epproach to iitmtura that stresses its relationship
t0 and divergencs from other discureive aims and
modes, - :

¢. some discussion of Eurkbyﬁs rentads or sn analysis
of unity, structure, character, theme, style, and
effect in fiction. : : .

d. an equally comprehensive sectien on rhetorical
modes and aims other than the literary. In this
case, sections on purpose, crganization, voice,
subject matter, style, and ghaping an audience
are necessary. A book that covers these issues
permits us to drew the connections between literature
and rhetoric { {.e. when the clage is discusseing
character in literature, the students can be working
an volce in their own writing). |

1II. Readers: Two readers are necessary for 307: am anthology
- of flotian and an anthology of non-fiotion,
The fistion anthology should includes

| : '
&, stories by & wide range of authors who have differing
atylga and concerns :

b, & few short novels in which charsoter or universe
- of value are of primary interest. :

The nen-fiction en‘tholofw should includos
8. numerous argumentative and expository sssays

b, gsome examples of othar ¥inde of sseeys-- from
rerguasion € self.ervormamat an




8. sgosays by poeete gnad novelists; theze essays

. help us nevigats the
to fietion., ;

passage from nan-fiction

8,

d. swme essays that fulfill their ais by cancentrating

@ characte v o syl



