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Interference with curriculum inappropriate
Several members of the Texas Legislature 

consider themselves better qualified to 
determine a university's curriculum than the 

institution's own faculty. State Rep. Ron Wilson, 
D-Houston, threatened financial harm if the 
University does not implement a multicultural 
requirement.

In a letter to UT President William J 
Cunningham, Wilson suggested the administrator 
owed minority legislators a debt for last year's 
budget appropriations.

In nakedly political and vainglorious posturing, 
Wilson stated, "Those who oppose this course 
oppose the march of progress and will be forced to 
suffer the consequences."

Wilson's attempts to impose his will on the 
University are not the antics of a lone crusader 
operating in the dark. State Rep. Wilhelmina 
Delco, D-Austin, former chair of the House Higher 
Education Committee, also voiced anger over the

multicultural proposal's failure. However, she 
stopped short of threatening financial 
consequences.

Wilson and Delco engage in coercion of the 
basest sort. They misuse legislative seats in a 
draconian attempt to force upon the University a 
political agenda.

A university's faculty should determine 
curricula without interference of financial threats 
from politicians. The Federal Reserve operates 
independently from the U.S. government to 
prevent self-interested political motivations from 
affecting monetary policy. To protect the academic 
integrity of a student's education, so should the 
Texas Legislature remain out of the UT curriculum 
determination process.

Short-sighted, politically charged economic 
policy can be disastrous; forced adoption of a 
curriculum requirement can diminish educational 
quality. While the multicultural proposal sounds

good in political rhetoric — globalism, diversity, 
etc. — it will actually narrow the range of student 
choice. New requirements could also force the 
elimination of existing ones or raise the already 
staggering number of four-year-plus students.

Despite these dangers, some UT students abet 
legislators' attempts at curriculum tampering. 
After the Failure of one multicultural proposal, 
Students' Association members, including 
President Garth Davis, presented a proposal for a 
three-hour multicultural requirement instead of 
the failed proposal’s six hours. This Students’ 
Association action gives unwarranted credence to 
the idea that most students support a new' 
multicultural course requirement.

Texas Legislators should recognize this effort 
for what it is: a push by a relatively small interest 
group. The Legislature certainly must not punish 
the University because its faculty sent an ill- 
conceived plan back to the drawing board.
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English classes just plain bad
Many low er d iv ision  

English writing courses 
are academ ically  su b­

standard. Rather than emphasizing 
great w orks of lite ra tu re , they 
promote the obscure, bizarre and 
trendy.

Furthermore, the nature of some 
courses makes them more suitable 
for political hacks than students of 
a w orld -class u n iversity . The 
writing component requirements 
make it a challenge for the average 
student to avoid such classes.

Of the 34 lower division English 
writing classes listed in the spring 
1992 UT course schedule, at least 
six are "ethnic" in nature, and 10 
others are politicized or otherwise 
wacky.

The course descriptions posted in 
Parlin Hall give some idea of the 
situation. Gudhi Elisson's course, 
"The Cultural Construction of the 
Vampire," includes study of "the 
aspects of hom oerotic love, the 
conjunction of sex and death" and 
"fee lin g s  of xen o p h o b ia ." John 
Ruszkiewicz's "The Automobile in 
American Culture" is "for people 
who love automobiles and want to 
write about them."

O ther real w inners include 
"W riting about Gay and Lesbian 
Literature," and "W riting About 
C hildhood C la ss ics ,"  w hich 
con cen trates on "p ro b lem s of 
ideology and reform."

"Writing about Victim Characters

Wayne Joubert
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"T he Departm ent of 
English must reform its 
curriculum."
in Dram a" studies "the reality of 
d iscrim in ation  and p re ju d ice ," 
w hile o thers can u ndertake 
"W ritin g  about New W orld 
L iteratu re  and A n ti-C o lon ial 
Responses" in the course of that 
name.

T hese cou rses com bine bad 
pedagogy with the unwarranted 
in jectio n  o f id eology into the 
curriculum.

W riting  cou rses should not 
merely teach the skill of writing but 
also  offer content usefu l to 
students. It is hard to imagine how 
"The Cultural Construction of the 
Vampire" will help any of us when 
applying for a job.

On the other hand, courses 
em p hasizing  elem ents of the 
m ainstream  of hum an h istory , 
instead of the fringe and bizarre 
elem en ts, have usefu l p ractica l 
application in everyday life.

T h is u selessn ess is com p le­
m ented by an in ap p rop riate 
emphasis on political ideology in 
these UT English courses. If faculty 
w ant to advance p olitical v iew ­

p oin ts, they should offer an 
inform al class on the subject. Or 
better yet, run for public office.

Even if ideological or humani­
tarian  criteria  are em ployed to 
judge the curriculum, the writing 
courses are still poor.

For example, courses like "New 
World Literature and Anti-Colonial 
R esp on ses" em phasize them es 
associated  w ith the M arxist 
tradition, a tradition responsible for 
over 100 million deaths this century 
— not exactly a source of human 
well-being.

N or is it c lear such courses 
prom ote d iv ersity  or decrease 
racism and sexism. Author Dinesh 
D'Souza points out that the most 
politicized Northern campuses still 
suffer from violent outbreaks of 
racism.

Some may counter changing the 
curricu lum  w ould v io la te  free 
speech. H ow ever, w ith a new 
curriculum, fringe groups would 
still be free to speak their mind, but 
w ithout the support of student 
tuition money.

The English writing component 
courses are all too often acad e­
mically poor, too political or just 
plain silly.

The Department of English must 
reform its curriculum to be more 
resp onsive to the needs of the 
students.

Jou bert is a specia l student in 
journalism.




