E306 questions
g0 unanswered

Cunningham dodges inquiries

Christopher A-toefson
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Continued from page 1

the course will not be modified this
fall."

Asked bv Henson about the let-
ters — written nearh two weeks be-
fore Meacham's announcement —
Cunningam said "it was my mis-
take that if did not sav the De-
partment has decided that the
course will not be modified this fall
with the Raa<m and Sexi<m text-
book."

The decision to cancel that text-
book was announced by Kruppa on
fune 2b.

Hut the letter from the Dallas
woman never mentions the text-
book which Cunningham acknowl-
edged. He said he didn t know the
woman and that Clearly, I was not
involved in that decision [the text-
book cancellation].

Kruppa was on vacation from July
11 to July 18. After a recent conver-
sation with Cunningham, Kruppa
said Sundax that he accepted the ex-
planation.

The decision to postpone the
course is a highly unusual case of
administrative interference with an
academic department's ability to de-
velop its own classes.

kruppa %aid Sundav that "any

administrative intervention bv the
upper administration in the curricu-
lum and svltabus functions of a de-
partment is regrettable and could
constitute a dangerous precedent.

In the September October i"ue of
Alcalde— all Austin alumni maga-
zine — Cunningham --aid in an in-
terview with Montv Jones, the me-
dia relations coordinator of I 1
news service "Determining the cur-
riculum is fundamentalh a faculty
responsibilit\."

The new course titiexi \Vriting
About Difference was scheduled
t» begin fhiN fall. It is designed fb»
teach freshmen composition and
rhetoric while heightening their
awareness of race and gender is-
sue" It generated national media
coverage as some facultv voiced
"trong opposition, claiming it had
been politicized,

Linda Brodkey professor of Eng-
lish and chair of the Lower Division
English Polio Committee, and
other English professors disputed
those claims The committee
received a vote of confidence Fridav
as the department faculty’ voted on
a secret ballot 4b to 11 in favor of
supporting the committee and its
tentative syllabus Three abstained
from the vote.

With reports from fenny Huang Dai-
ly Texan Staff
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