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Confusion reigns in the world according} to Gribben

lan Gnbben s crusade to prese r\ e th
English sOf is touching
- deni s h - a>: crusade
1the course altogether
ind a departmental com;
:ee toco 'ir'enoec 'at tro Cmversih stop
teaching E; e wh retaining it as a require -
@'ibben detended th

W a- avvav w

in 1°55 Gr hbe

tiai jademic e \ceilenee and ht assailed it-
woflu, afKclfically fflom wi as obsessed
with the convenience ot Iht tudents

iside and outside
the department max have been equally con*
cerned with exce ence cot' not -et nto hale
entered Grtbben - mind our \ ears later, he
still sees debates about I )o m the sime narrow
V..,.0fdm\ He and lies are the keeper
academic e\ce .ence and the rest of lust have
aves to grind

1' - time around the cuestion 1- aKuit re-
to*'u:"c rathe: f'an c-'iorotornunp toe :re>h-
man composition course — but the side- remain
the same The English Department has recom-
mended giving the course a central theme b\
adding readmes or racism arc se\ - sino-
ben never at ah tor h\ perbole calls that

thought control.

In the world accordtno to Gribben then it i*
better to ha\ e no freshman ition cau: st
at all than to have one with a central theme
Ashmg students to think about comple\ issues
amounts to controlling then thoughts Better to
have students test out of the composition re-
quirement than to risk exposing them to dan-
gerous thoughts

T ie tact that tru se critns

Gnbben and the other 53 signers of Wednes-
cav s Statementof Academic Concern are en-
titled to their opinion but thev -mould at least
be honest They are not concerned with aca-
demic excellence If thev were, thev would rec-
ognize that challenging students to think and
rethink questions of difference is a valid and
essentia cart of am academic enterprise

The>e professors onlv six or whom even
work in the Encash Department seem con-
cerned mainlv area: preserving the status quo
ar'd nreventing the entry of other points of vlew
into anv aeaviemic ch-c:pline

\nd Gribben s mode of communication 1- hy-
pocritical to sav the least. In 1°55 whenCol-
ege of Liberad Arts Pean Robert King kicked
students off the Freshman English Policy Com-
mittee the justifiable angrv students voiced
their outrage in a Texan ad

What was Alan Gnbben s reaction’' He was

di-appointevl with their methods Thev
went to the media first be tv*re talking to the fac-
ulty he eomrlamed

\pparenth the new improved Gribben is
le— >hv about going to the media In addition
to the page-two adv ertisement Gnbben has
sent letter- — and for some reason copies of
' -resume — to The Daily Texan Austin Ameri-

"' siur-".r and presumably anvone else with
a printing press and a post ornee box

Perhaps such tactics are justified onlv when
one is a knight Templar in the sen ice of aca-
demic excellence valiantly fighting an unkempt
rabble obsessed with convenience."

— kevm MeHar ue



