Freshman English Policy Commitiee
April 12, 1978 ,
Parlin 8B, 11:00-12:30
iMembers present: Kinneavy, Trimble, Cameron, Haney, Hemry, Ruszkiewlcsz,
Saldivar, Wainwright, Creel
AGENDA: (starred items deferred)
Approval of minutes
Committea reports

* Course evaluatiom
Yariant couraes

Texthook

0ld business
# Calendar committee
' TAC letter revision:
New business
Counseling program
" Personnel for 1978-79
%  MUE report om the ECT

1) 7The minutes of the March 13 meeting were approved &s revised and
cerrected. The ainutea of the meetimg of April 3 were approved
&8 corrected.

2} Saldivar read & preliminary statement on the evaluation of variant
courses; he plams for it to be a briaf, specific eveluation procedure.
& discussion followed about the use of the standard course/teacher
evaluations, which are publishad only after the beginning of the new
semester. Saldivar suggested that sinece oanly a few courses would be
affected, ws could probably get an early report on the classes we might
need. There was also some discussion of whether we should set up pro-
cedures for experimental end control sections for esch variant taught,
but ne comclusion waz reached. '

3) The textbook committee report began with a discussion of the hand-
book. Trimble gave what he called & maverick responze; he finde the
Leggett and the Corder books to be poor choices. He ranked the books
in the following order: Elsbree, Corder, Leggett. He moved that we
pestpene final sslection of handbooks until next week's mesting so that
everyone cén take snother look at them. The motion passed unanimously.
The committee wembzars reviewed rhetorles for E306. Cameron bagan
the review by ssying that there is mo rhetoric which is idsal for ocur
syllabus; each one under consideration has its own, pesuliar, drawbacks.
As a result, the text committee has decided to lst the general committsec
discuss the books without a formal recommendation. Ruszkiewicz re-
ported that D'Angelo covers the modes well, but has mothing on sa8lf-
expression, persuasiozn,/Thduction/deduction (except for & few pages on
development of idea in the research paper chapter). The chapter on
panadigmatic structures is good, but difficult. The book has drawbacks
for us because of its lack of counsideration of audience, context, and
aim. Kinneavy noted that it is a2 modss book, basically suited for &
course in expository writing. Wainwright reviewsd the Adelstein &
Pival WRITING COMMITMENT.. It has sm extensive section on expression,
a chapter on psrsuasion foilowed by a separate chapter on induction/
deduction, excellent coverage of clsswification and description. It
is weak on narration’, does not cover exploration or evaluation at all.
It covers sentence and pavagraph development within 1te discussion of
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the aims. Wainwright also noted that Winterowd's book is the best

available on scientific writing, though it is weak in many other areae.
. Kimnneavy pointed out that it had proved vary unpopular here. Camerosn
- reviewed the Ebbitt: and Ebbitt WRITER'S GUIDE. It begins with a dis-

cunssion of audience and purpose, covers 211 the aims in discreet sec-
tions except for expression {which it omits), and covers each of the
modes in one or more discreet sections except for evaluation, which
it covers only in & section on "close reading of & text." Cameron

. said he thought the sentence chapter was empecially mood. Cameron

mentioned that the Tibbetts and Tibbetts bosk STRATEGIES OF RHETORIC

is still im comsideration, even though it is im the last year of

its cycle; because it has worked in the course and is already written

into the present syliabus. ) . . -
The committee urged all FEPC membars to look over the books during

the next week =m0 that we can discuss them and take a final vote ai ths

next meeting.

31) Cameron moved that Ytem 1,0 im the draft of our letter to ths TAC
on TA Probation Peolicy be omitted from the final draft. He said that
the item suggested that all departmental committess could only recom-
mend pelicy to the executive committes, nol make policy, themselwves.
This suggestion is, in facl; not trae. The metion passed without
opposition. -

4} Kipneavy moted that, sccording to Dean Werbow, thers will be no
counseling program in the Englieh Department next year on wisbesr theo
Freshman or—Seswssers levell. : : : ,

5} Cameron urgsd the comsittes to begin aslection of an Assistant

.Director for next year &0 that the designes canm be announced before

the AGSB electi¢ne. '



