A Statement of Academic Concemn

WE, the undersigned members of the English faculty, protest
the continuing attacks on the professional integrity of Profes-
sor Linda Brodkey and other members of the Lower Division
English Policy Committee. We take particularly strong excep-
tion to Geoff Henley's ungrounded speculations (Daily Texan,
10/10/90) about Professor Brodkey and the Committee’s mo-
tives in proposing the revised syllabus for English 306. We
deplore and condemn ad hominem attacks and mis-
representation at the expense of genuine intellectual de-
bate.

President William Cunningham has said that curricular is-
sues are “fundamentally a faculty responsibility.” While some
of us may have reservations about the new syllabus for E306,
we nevertheless reject the efforts of persons outside the Eng-
lish Department and outside the University to interfere with the
faculty in the exercise of that responsibility, and we affirm the
principle of academic freedom.
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