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English Department's delay
does not end debate of E306

i re ponen:- of a new curriculum for 1306 ma\
kvk on the English Department s delay as a
defeat, but it mav actually be an opportunity.

Coliege ot Liberal Arts Dean Standi-h Meacham
and Eng -h Department Chairman lo-v ph kruppa
decided to wait another year to revamp freshman
compo- n lhe par i—e ed bv dv-peptic tradi-
tionalist* a' thought control would unify the
course around the theme 1Writing about Differ-
ence fhe en-umc. controvert ha- raved from the
core questions of curriculum reform into quibbling
over procedure- and protocol.

in it- zeal to implement the cnange- the Ingi sb
EX?partment did move too quick \ and it ga\e tacuity
opponents ammunition The department - haste a -
lowo a prore—or- to attack the process a- vvc la- ie
-ub-tartce of the cnangt -

Even we--<. the -peed and -ecrecy yvith which the
prop -a - were approved made the dec - on -tern
haphazard and radical diverting attention from the
value or provui ng a coherent diverst curriculum to
freshman compo-ition.

With an additional vear ot deliberation the re-
form- in Eb 6 can be considered on their merit- 1 te
discu—ion need not veer into - de —ues akuit who
resigned from what committee and who w. - or was
rot consulted about the change

These coin u  — written before the department -
postponement — represent an attempt to begin that
dialogue and bring out the fundamenta: is-ues at
stakt

We beliey e the chance- de- eye attention and com-
mentary from the err.re L T comnvun ty not just a
handful of admim-trator-

An additional year of scrutiny will bring amend-
ments ind complaint- from the-a who oppc-a multi-
culturalism, but it w=-ll ai- draw a wider range ot
reaction mom friendly v. ces The L mversat makes
it- worst m -fakes when it ct- to*' quickly and with
too little notice to students and faculty and multicul-
turahsm - too important to get bogged down in ad-

Kevin McHargue
OR

""With an additional year ot deli-
beration the reforms in E30<? can
be considered on their merits.

min -trativx squabbling.

In fact the department should take advantage of

m postponement and broaden the process itself In

aura! Xrts Dean Robert king jettisoned the

graduate -ouden.t- on the Freshman English Policy
Committee declaring that students had no role in
deciding curriculum

Veac -am. -iould put graduate students back on
the committee ano provide some means for involve-
ment bv undergraduates as well. Questions of curric-
ulum affect graduate students and undergraduates,
and they have a right to be heard.

When the I niversitv or California at Berkeley con-
- dered creating new multicultural courses it- curric-
ulum committee met with graduate instructors facul-
ty and student organization- ensuring a full range ot
opinions on the change- The Lnivv rsitv could profit
from Berkeley - example

The ba-ic question - whether the University v\ants
to mav its curriculum honest and inclusive or
whether it will perpetuate it- dated Anglocentrism.
That que-tion apart tram details of execution, is
enough to keep .- bu-y tor quite -erne time

The College of Liberal Art- has in effect invited a
year or discussion on the fate of E306. Let us. in the
word- yfthe prophet I[-aiah reason together toward
the goal of creating a -trong diverse and meaningful
curriculum.
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New E306: more than high school English all over again

nglish Vc is one ot those
freshman rites of passage
like surviving centralized
adds and drops or earn ing credit
cards that don't have hour par-
ent; iame on them. The course -
as explained in the Liberal
Art; atalog is to provide *bast¥,
instruction in the writing and
analysis ot expository prose  in-
cluding an introduction to vex
and rhetoric. However, as course
evaluations and student writing
has shown, E306 has fallen short
of effectively teaching critical
thought and writing skills
To strengthen fhe course the
Lower Divison English Policy
Committee to* k sound and con-
crete measures to revi-e freshman
Enghs i ana make it worthy of it-
Rhetoric ana Comp* - tion bill-
ing The policy committee ;- tobe
applauded for- formulating a shift ty,
from the old E306 a cla— that De-
partment Chairman Joseph kn p-
pa has characterized as a frag-
mentca wand* - ng course * that
*lack- context ana focus cized study
\- debate continue- into the the most
next vear noy* on what, it any,
changes w 1l be made to the

course
charges

fare, but thev
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knee-jerk cnticisms ot the
new proposals will persist. The
that have
around have created much fan-
and future argu-
ment- that will be cut from the
-ame cloth are grounded in funda-
inceptions of the
course - direction and content

under the
Writing About Difference/* the
new E306 would expose students
to issues of race, gender, disab
origin and
through Supreme
ments and topic-oriented essays
English professor
afta. V- the class fixus as a
and that if "ha- to be
ma-sive
thought-control ever attempted on
In addition to hy-

perbole Gnbben - comments re-
flect oversight of the course's in-
tent: tv; teach college-level
composition.

Not only would -tudents in the
new E306 have the opportunity to
negotiate the ssues studied but
they would be encouraged to chal-
lenge the presented methods and
conclusions In Nelson vs Thorn-
berg a Supreme Court case that
was tentatively scheduled for the
course, blind -ocial workers suc-
cessfully sued the governor or
Pennsylvania tor the right to have
reader- provided bv the state
rathet than the blind employees
having to cover the cost them-
selves (essentially paving to stav
employed.) In addition the
cou: -e would have included an e—
-ay bv Richard Scotch - on dis-
abled citizens (Journal of Socuil | -
-lies volume 44 1988) to help the
student- place the Court - verdict
in it- societal context.

Xian Gnbben Xs Linda Brdk*v. directc*r of
politi- the policy committee that pro-
posed the changes -tate- Evalu-
ation i- leased on iuw>w -tudents lay
out their argument- not their par-
ticular position (on the issue). '

been thrown

theme

class

Court docu-

effort at

Hence “Writing About Differ-
ence would focus on questioning
the wvalidity of given” informa-
tion, and emphasizes forming log-
ical arguments to reach solid con-

clusions Such s- the stuff of
quality writing courses
The onle thought control” in

the new EaOo was the teaching of
quality, lucid exposition The class
was designed to be a rigorous
negotiating forum of critical
thought, and notions ot political-
ization only go so tar a- those who
fail tv; understand tv;
focus

Other concern- have centered
on a—i-tant instructor- abilities tv;
use legal documents to teach col-
lege composition One does not
need to tx an attorney to teach

course S

critical thinking, however As
kruppa explains the nature ot
' Writing about Difference’

such that "all intelligent citizens

can read and understand it.” As-
sistant instructors who have not
taught E306 would be required to
enroll in English 3AH ¥ a course
that guides instructors on effective
teaching technique-

In addition all E306 teachers

would attend a week-long orienta-
tion prior to fall semester to en-
sure course familiarity’and intent
Discussion groups of five to seven
\i- and a senior faculty member
would al-o be available tor any in-
structor with continued doubts.on
how tv; teach the course Clearly,
the English department provided
solid training and orientation
measures to guarantee a v\ell-pre-
pared teaching -taff.

Neither would students bv ex-
pected tv; embrace immediately
the legal perspective. The course
would begin b\ exposing students
to the judicial framework but not

in a dry or rote manner Rather,
the precedent-setting Homan
Sweatt Supreme Court decision

would be used to aquamt students
yvith the wav judicial conclusions
are reached

Portions of Richard kluger -
s tuple justice: the history of Brown
cs. Board of Education and black

nericas  >ti ,Vz equality
would be used to dimensionalize
the civil rights issue- at work in
the sweat; decision and tv; situate
them into their cultural context

Students would write critical

and persuasive essay s on the is-
sues raised in the course. In order
to fully elucidate their claims stu-
dent- would be encouraged to be-
come familiar with the 11 library
and resource materials

Class topics would not remain
grounded in the text. Rather E306
students engage timely and signif-
icant issues of race gender na-
tional origin and class The new
freshman English as Brvxlkev ex-
plains, would teach comprehen-
sive writing through
and in civil wav -

civic issues

Writing about Difference is a
rigorous expository' course that
ends conventional attitudes of
E.Vi* being 'htgh-school English
all over again. Students would be

taken seriously and the issues
would be throughly analyzed
within its productive environ-

ment Freshman English teaches
college composition skills and it
critics would truly examine "W rit-
ing \bout Difference, they
would find that it soundly meets
tho-e expectations

Her sh is an economics R Tl junior.

Altered E306 format compromised by ideological freight

t - unfortunate that -kirmishes over
implementing the altered rre-hmar

John Ruszkiewicz

composition courses ought tv; avoid dis-
cussing compelling subjects and challeng-

by assistant instructors
term tradition of offering teachers a range

breaking a long- ing

including process methods that em-
phasize genres ot modes

My concern to

,English (E306) curriculum are divert- GUEST COLUMNIST

ing attention from a vastly more important
issue doubts about the quality of the writ-
ing course fir-t-y ear -tudent- wi! encoun-
ter in the fall

The director of Lower Division English
reported in a departmental meeting in
May that student of E306
das-es have been dropping precipitously
for [wo or three years If that is the case,
then the course undoubtedly needs tw be

evaluation-

modified tv restore it- etfectivenes- But
ironkallv the E306 "Difference curricu-
lum pushes the cias- n prea-v v the direc-
tion that ha- occasioned it- decline —
toward displacing writing instruction with

topical discu-sions of -vx'ial —uv-
Iht catalog title or E306 — Rhetoric
and Composition*' — includes the term

rhett nc tor a g*nxl reasvm It identifies the
subject matter to be taught and learned —
an art ot writing rv-earch and thinking
which will benefit student- in both the
long and short term tar more than port» n-
tou- cla—room viiscu-- on- ot current af-
fair- Instruction m rheti»ric tvxn-e- on the
logic and validity ot argument- the devel-
opment and enrichment of ideas the ap-
propriate arrangement of subj}ect matter
and the power and correctnes- of lan-
guage. The-e are necessary ana pertinent
concern- ot writers whatever their disci-
pine, level of experti-e vr political orienta-
tion .

It my conviction that first-war -tu-
dents vlevelop most effectively a- writers
when thev are introduced tv; proce—es Vf
composing that make them competent to
handle the rhetoric or vario*i- academic as-
signment- — tn»m analyses of cau-alify

— 1 'm

and evaluative piece- to research papers
anvl exploratory essays Such instruction i-
the -urv-i w.n | know Vvf going students
the -kill- they need to function a- respon-
sible and articulate citizen-

Yet ial-.-understand the allure of topics
cv'ur-v- in writing and appreciate a logic to
them at a level beyond freshman English
Certainly experienced instructor- with
-olid credential- in particular disciplines
can balance instruction in writing with
topical information And students inter-
ested in learning tv; write about a particu-
lar -ubievt would obviou-iy havegvxxi rea-
son- tor -electing a cour-e that intrigues
and motivates them \n individual topics
course clearly make- sense when a teach-
er - credential® expertise matches a -tu-
dent - elected interest -uch is the logic be-
hind the E3tlk and 1 >"tK tv;piv- course's
m writmg already on the txx>k- at the t ni-
\er-itv of Texas

However it illogical — and simply
bad pedagogy — tv’ transform a required
multi-section cla-s likv E306 intv; a topics
course when its teachers Lick expertise in
the mandated subject area and when its
-tudents don t have the option of -electing
another topic Yet this would be the situa-
tion in E306 this fall tor main instructors
and students

I am not sugge-ting that instructors in

ing ideas quite the contrary Anthologies
dt-igned for writing courses routinely sur-
vey a range ot formidable ideas But 1
think students are les- likely tv; write sig-
nificant and challenging piece- when thev
find themselves constrained bv a subject
matter that seems to hide a political agen-
da — as 1 believe that 1 Vr Difference
may. Which brings me tv; the second as-
pect ot my objection to the alterevi E306
cla— one that vkx’- make the origin and
implementation ot the course a relevant
matter,

I was until lulv 11, a member Vvf the
Lower Division English Policy Committee
charged with shaping and supervising
course curriculum in trt-nman and -opho-
more English i objected tv' the new E306
"Difference curriculum for the reasons
above but also because members Vvt the
supervisory committee were being asked
late in the academic vear tv’ approve an
entirely new course affecting thou-and- of
undergraduate- without anv of the materi-
al- we routinely exptct from individual in-
-tructor- requesting a mere ev;urse variant

a methodology a svllabu- a rv»-ter tor
a—ignment-, a h-t of reading-

lhe one concrete component of the new
curriculum available tv; committee mem-
ber- (asivie from a familiar manual ot inv -
¢hame- and u-age) was Paula B Rothen-

berg - svxiology textbv'v'k Riicism ana
Sexism 1 found that book — since with-
drawn — t»> be more politically coercive

and imbalanced than anv text Icould erer
recall being suggested tor E3B6. Yet Racism
and Sexism -ub-equent!v concevied tv’ be
radical b\ w»sne Vf its supporters was
mandated tor aU sections ot I Vo taught

vt choice in readings It was when the
committee majority refused even tv' con-
sider better-balanced anthologies designed
specifically for writing courses (including
two on precisely the same topics) that 1
became convinced that the focus of I Vo

Difference” was ultimately not on rhetor-
ic or composition, but on the political
agenda -et forth in article- n Rothenberg -
book

Yet I might have been able to tolerate
even the Rothenberg collection radical
and intolerant Vf alternative views as it
was had I at least been able tv' see how it
nwgt be merged into the framework vf a
composition class. Certainly an existing
course like E306 being revamped to pres-
ent a multicultural look ought to develop
from a complete and thoughtful syllabus
faithful to the basic catalog description.
One would expect as much, except where
the original point vf the class — instruc-
tion in writing —is being subordinated to
a more compelling goal in this instance
versing students in the provisions of Title
\ 11 of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. Hector s
words in Troilus and Crcssida seem apro-
pos: Tis mad idolatry To make the ser-*
vice greater than the god.”

Significantly an inflexible majority of
the Lower Division Policy Committee op-
po-ed all suggestions that BVo Differ-
ence be offered first in pilot -ections tv;
prove it- merit. And lest anyone suspect
that the new course would simple
overhaul proven approaches and metho-
dologies the committee also rejected nvv
motion that anv new E306 course svllabus

be written so as tv' permit and encourage
a diversity' ot approaches tv; teaching writ-

pre-erve a rhetorical approach that I and
rnarn other- have, jn the past employed
successfully in teaching writing was dis-
mis-ed a- a matter for a later committee
meeting No such meeting has been
called

It i- my opinion that the E306 curricu-
lum vhange- were compromised bv their
ideological freight and b\ a rush to vio
what seemed politically correct on this
campus at the moment. The new course
has not been developed fullv enough to
establish its credential- as an effective ap-
proach tv’ freshman writing instruction; its
subiect matter cro-ses too many discipli-
nary boundaries; its instructors aren't ade-
quately trained to deal with the themes of
the course

The fact is that instructors — especially
new instructors who have designed
courses around social issues have had a
difficult time of it here and at other institu-
tions The dismal teaching evaluations in
E306 in recent years attest tv; a steady ero-
sion in the course since we have moved
away from writing instruction based
upon, well, writing instruction.

Yet the English Department proposes tv;
rescue this tailing pedagogy* bv imple-
menting it in a still-larger scale. Such an
approach isn t fair to students ot anv race,
class or gender who might be interested m
getting a good education.

fohn Ruszkieuncz an a>sociate professor of
English and former director of freshmm Eng-
lish, has taught EMb regularly and often for
more than a decade.



