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ng line
Keep it short

^our attention, please.
i Y  been 8ettin8 really long letters 
lately. Maybe you've noticed. That can be 
a problem, since our Firing Line policy 
states that letters should be no longer 
than 250 words. Unfortunately, just about 
every letter we've been getting this se­
mester has been longer than that.

Please keep your letters down to 250 
words or less, th a t helps you as well as 
us. If your letter is short, it has a better 
chance of getting printed because it's easi­
er for us to work in. We don't like cutting 
letters, but when Firing Line runs long, 
the novel-length letters get cut first.

If you want to cover a subject in more 
depth, you can make your article a guest 
column instead of a letter. Guest columns 
can be anywhere between 700 and 900 
words. If you write a guest column, 
please keep the length within that range. 
If your column is much shorter or much 
longer, we ll have trouble creating the 
right size hole for it, so we may not be 
able to print it.

And, once again: please  either type 
your submissions or write them in print 
letters. Handwriting is out. Remember, 
we can't run your article if we can't read 
it.

These may seem like a lot of restric­
tions, but they're necessary. Please don't 
be intimidated by them. We still want to 
hear from you.

By the way, this is what 250 words 
looks like.

Don't let the Soviets off
David Nather does it again.
About five months ago, a Russian sol­

dier shot  and killed an American officer in 
Berlin. Nather, in an editorial congested 
with confusion, came close to iustifying 
the Soviet action and placing the blame on 
the Reagan administration. This time 
Nather has picked on Margaret Thatcher.

l et s examine the events. Acting on 
very reliable information from a top KGB 
detector, the British expelled 25 Russian 
diplomatic personnel on suspicion of spy­
ing I he Russian government responded 
by expelling 25 Bntish citizens stationed in 
Moscow. whereas in the past, when faced 
with a similar situation, the Soviet Union 
had just expelled six Bntons. Clearly this 
was an affront to the United Kingdom 
government, and Prime Minister Thatch­
er, w ishing to indicate her displeasure, did 
so by expelling six more Russians.

Nather is disappointed bv Thatcher's 
second round of expulsions and says the 
British leader should be content to let the 
Soviets look 'obnoxious'. There are three 
things which Nather forgets to consider:

• In the world of diplomacy, actions 
such as the exchanges and expulsions of 
diplomatic personnel serve a very import­
ant purpose of conveying one nation's 
true intentions regarding the other. The 
Soviet Union had no reason to retaliate tit 
for tat in the first place. Many of the Brit­
ish expelled were journalists, who were 
pursuing legitimate careers that are being

seriously jeopardized by the Russian gov­
ernment s callous decision. The same can­
not be said of the Soviets stationed in the 
West. The overriding aim of the Soviet 
Union is to acquire Western technology by 
any means they can.

• The Soviet leaders do not have to be 
made to look "obnoxious." They do a 
good enough job on their own, thank you. 
just ask the people of Afghanistan, or Po­
land, or ev en the inhabitants of the several 
gulags dotting the Russian landscape

In Marxist philosophy (which goes bv 
the awful name dialectical materialism "), 
there is no place for immaterial things like 
feelings, emotions, love, hate, disgust, 
etc. In other words, Marxists believe in the 
primacy’ of matter over mind and if you 
tell a proper Marxist like Gorbachev, 
'Don't be obnoxious, he will laugh his 

head off.
(A postscript. I had finished writing 

most of this column when I learned that 
the Soviet Union had expelled six more 
Britons. Now go back and read the last 
sentence in the paragraph above. Get the 
picture?)

• People living in an open society’ have 
difficulty comprehending regimes of radi­
cally different character as the Soviet Un­
ion. In his delightful collection of essavs, 
The Pursuit of \'irtue and Other Tor\r ,V o 
tions, George Will makes this case against 
those who argue that the Soviet Union, is 
just like any other state:

"It is not. It is not even a classic despot­
ism. It has the implacable dynamisms of a 
state permanently waging war on human 
nature, pulverizing and impoverishing 
civil society to satisfy militarist ravenous­
ness. It is founded on a pseudoscience, 
enveloped in a pseudorealitv of ideology' 
and sustained by terror and lies."

Dav'id Nather, the next time you sit 
dow n to wnte an editorial on this subject, 
please keep those words in mind.

5. Ramakrishnan 
Computer science

Wrong again, Johnstone
Brent Johnstone s definition of academic 

freedom (Te\an, Sept. 16, "Academic free­
dom has limits") is a serious distortion of 
the concept. What he defines is really po­
litical indoctrination.

Academic freedom refers to the schol­
ar's duty to seek the best answers, free 
from ideology and bias. A professor's pri­
vate views on any subject are entirely irrel­
evant and should be ignored bv students 
and the public. The relevant question is, in 
his or her teaching and research, does the 
professor seek the best answers without 
ideological bias?

The most important thing to be learned 
in the university is the value of the free 
market in ideas. It is disturbing that John­
stone, as a senior, still thinks education 
should be replaced bv indoctrination That 
viewpoint constantly reappears, the fa­
vored ideology changing each time. Our 
only protectton is to hold firm against all 
ideologues.

Johnstone suffers from the illusion that

Ik s  UPI6S OF THE 06AN M jSlC .Q U ILT IN G  AND PORN SOCIETY PlSCCVER YETANfllkER
PlSóUSTlNG ROCK LYRIC.

all serious questions are economic and or 
political. The ancient wisdom ars longa, 
vita brevis might help him find a more re­
alistic perspective.

Terence Grieder
Professor of art

What he really said ...
In the Sept. 16 Texan, Brent Johnstone 

attacked academic freedom, arguing that 
Marxist professors should be fired for 
teaching "falsehood and error." Most dis­
tressing was Johnstone's appeal to John 
Stuart Mill, the quintessential libertarian. I 
thought it best to set the record straight as 
to Mill's views on academic freedom.

" ...  Nor is it enough that he should hear 
the arguments of adversaries from his own 
teachers, presented as they state them, 
and accompanied by what they offer as re­
futations. That is not the wav to do justice 
to the arguments or bring them into real 
contact with his own mind. He must be 
able to hear them from persons who actu­
ally believe them, who defend them in 
earnest and do their very utmost for them. 
He must know them in their most plausi­
ble form ...."

Sieve Moninger 
Graduate student of philosophy

English battles endless
Your front-page story about "unfair rep­

resentation" on the most recent E 346K 
committee {Texan, Wednesday, "Critics of 
E 346K Committee claim unfair represen­
tation") misses the point of the battle over 
the University's w’riting courses.

Professor Kinneavy is now crying

"Foul!" but when he had the backing ot 
the administration for the proposal that es­
tablished E 346K, he himselt falsely 
claimed overwhelming support by facultx 
and students. In fact, on December 7 
1981, the Faculty Senate voted 4 to I 
against Kinneavy's proposal; the student 
members of the University Council unani­
mously supported the notably different 
program which faculty and students had 
really voted for; and at that point 
Kinneavy joined assorted deans in indig­
nant denunciation of the student-support­
ed program. All these things are matters 
of the public record which the combatants 
seem united in disregarding.

Professor Su therland 's claim that 
Kinneavy and the rhetoricians are now 
being treated fairly also collapses under 
scrutiny. For example, Sutherland has 
said, repeatedly, that E 346K was unsuc­
cessful because students did not take the 
variants relevant to their majors; but the 
English bureaucracy itself instructed de­
partmental advisers that "students are not 
required to take the variant slanted toward 
their particular discipline."

Briefly, then, the Department of Eng­
lish's pots are calling its kettles black. 
Meanwhile, essential facts are being ig­
nored. The department cannot unite on a 
writing program because it is divided by 
the struggle between the literati and the 
rhetoricians. Even when the department 
has been more unified, the administration 
has never provided adequate support for 
any of the long series of unsuccessful writ­
ing programs. An honest decision now 
would be simply to abandon all require­
ments in English, since thev will never be 
supported; but instead the department's

most recent committee proposes to require 
a course w hich the University will not of­
fer Professor Sutherland calls that propos­
al Splendid."

James Sledd 
Professor of English, retired

Scalping not victimless
This is in response to Marv Jo Galindo's 

article in Thursday's Texan, "Scalping le­
gal, lucrative work ."  While it may actually 
be legal, and certainly lucrative, the prac­
tice of ticket scalping is grossly unfair to 
those of us who stand in line the day tick­
ets go on sale only to find that they are 
sold out of reasonably good seats by the 
time we get to the window. Sponsors of 
events structure the pricing of tickets ac- 
cordingly so that better quality seats have 
a slightly higher price. Ticket "scalpers," 
which is exactly w hat they are, should not 
be allowed to take it upon themselves to 
restructure the pncing system. This is a 
rip-off, not a legitimate business.

The person who identified himself as 
Kent in the article claimed that he pays 

income taxes. Hah! I'm so sure this guy 
rips himself off while ripping others oft! 
Scalping is a crime because it forces people 
to pay exorbitant prices or not attend an 
event that they would have otherwise en­
joyed. Sorry, "K ent," but it isn't necessari­
ly the media who play it up to be a crimi­
nal racket — it is the angry public w'ho is 
tired of filling your dirty pockets with 
money. If it is so legitimate, why are you 
remaining anonymous?

Don Ravner, Jr.
Psychology
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English battles endless
Your front-page story about "unfair rep­

resentation" on the most recent E 346K 
committee {Texan, Wednesday, "Critics of 
E 346K Committee claim unfair represen­
tation") misses the point of the battle over 
the University's w’riting courses.

Professor Kinneavy is now crying

"Foul!" but when he had the backing ot 
the administration for the proposal that es­
tablished E 346K, he himselt falsely 
claimed overwhelming support by facultx 
and students. In fact, on December 7 
1981, the Faculty Senate voted 4 to I 
against Kinneavy's proposal; the student 
members of the University Council unani­
mously supported the notably different 
program which faculty and students had 
really voted for; and at that point 
Kinneavy joined assorted deans in indig­
nant denunciation of the student-support­
ed program. All these things are matters 
of the public record which the combatants 
seem united in disregarding.

Professor Su therland 's claim that 
Kinneavy and the rhetoricians are now 
being treated fairly also collapses under 
scrutiny. For example, Sutherland has 
said, repeatedly, that E 346K was unsuc­
cessful because students did not take the 
variants relevant to their majors; but the 
English bureaucracy itself instructed de­
partmental advisers that "students are not 
required to take the variant slanted toward 
their particular discipline."

Briefly, then, the Department of Eng­
lish's pots are calling its kettles black. 
Meanwhile, essential facts are being ig­
nored. The department cannot unite on a 
writing program because it is divided by 
the struggle between the literati and the 
rhetoricians. Even when the department 
has been more unified, the administration 
has never provided adequate support for 
any of the long series of unsuccessful writ­
ing programs. An honest decision now 
would be simply to abandon all require­
ments in English, since thev will never be 
supported; but instead the department's

most recent committee proposes to require 
a course w hich the University will not of­
fer Professor Sutherland calls that propos­
al Splendid."

James Sledd 
Professor of English, retired
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