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Writing for the SocialASeiencesz E 3

Catalogyue Descriptions:

This ecourse is a writing practicum Based on the comparative analysis of
eonceptual and practical distinctions found in writing for various sozlal
selentific disciplines: history, .sociology, lingulstles, psychology,
government, economics and anthropology. Students will enalyze essays in
these disﬁipiines and focus on the co-ceptual bases for formulating anad
wiving problems, asking and answering questvions. Primery emphasiz i: on
writing practicé. Requirements include several short essays and at ‘=ast
one paper of journal length. Students will model thelr own writing on
high quelity examples of writing in the warious disciplines and will
practice writing for the general reader rather than for the advancad
specialist. Attention will be given to the student’s major fleld.

Rationale:s

Writing in the different disciplines is merely the surface expression af
dseper variation. Conceptual,; even epistemologlcal, distinctlons alact
the writing process. Writing is @ifferent because of what practiciniers
of the disciplines believe about what they knor, how they know it and
how 1% can best be presented to thelir audlence:.
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Students already involwed in advanced study of various diseiplines muy
accept moset of these distinctioons, may already have internalized thae
assumptions in their field of study. They may or may not be gwara o
those assuwiptions or of how they relate to writlag. What this cours nast
do is make clear how those assumptions ‘affect the works that student:

will read and write. It is important that they read outslde their own
disciplines, but about similar gubjects, so that patterns of thinkin: and
writing which are "unfamiliar"™ may be dealt with. This should leac o
‘more self-consclously produced and, with practice, better writing.

' Posgible Ceourse Outline: (very genersl and Lentative)

Part One of this ccurse should rsise and examine the conceptual quesilic
mentioned abova. Writing exercises in this phase should probably
on clear, standard expository analysis in which studenis write gbout
various forms of soclal scientific writing. Genaral topies that should
be covered include: the distinctions hetween essays and experimentsl
raports, the nature of evidence; the natures ol inferencs, &nd the wus: of
statistical analysis. '

Following this we recommend a course structure based on a tople study
method. Topies such as the city, the family, or violence can be e
from the perspectives of all the socilal gcientvific disciplines. This
will lead to practical analysis of the concapcs studled in Part One. 4%
Students should practice writing in diffsrent diseiplinary modes.
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‘The. final part of the course should allow the student to prodee a journal
length paper in a particular discipline. This paper, too, may focus cn
the cantral topic. Students will find it nae@ssary_%o exemine cum
classic scholarship on the topic, thus incressing the bdraadth of Their
reading in the course.




