To: Freshman English Policy Committee and
English for Foreign Students Committee

From: Steven.Storla

Subject: Interviewing 306 apd 2060 students

1} As part of my dissertation research I would like to inter-
view arcund ten students enrolled in English 306 and 306Q
about their perceptions of the reader {essay anthology)

being used in their class. During the last few minutes oFf a
class period, I would explain the project to the students,
stressing that the interviews are not a requiremernt of the
course and would have no bearing on their course grade. I
would ask potential volunteers to stay after class a minute
to arrange an interview time convenient for them.

2} Although T will also be interviewing composition instruc-
tors on their use of readers, no comparison or attempt at
correlation will be made between the interviews with the in-
structors and those with their students.

3) Attached is a copy of my dissertation proposal and a list
of questions for the student interviews.

Questions for Student Interviews

About the Essay Anthology or Reader

1. What is the name of the essay anthology used in your class?

2. How is the anthology used in class?

3. How much class time is spent on activities involving the anthology?

4. Does your teacher often assign essays to be read from the anthology?

5. Do you discuss these essays
6. What kinds of things do you

7. What is the relaticnship or
and the writing assignments

8. Does your teacher sometimes

in c¢lass?
talk about in your discussion?

connection between the essays you read
your teacher gives?

use essay assignments (writing assignments)

taken from the essay anthology?

9. Has using the essay aﬁtholcgy in this class helped you to improve

your writing?

10. What do .you think th® connectien is in general between reading
and writing?




Steven Storla

REVISED DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

The Role of Essay Anthologles in Composition Classes for Advanced

ESL Students and for Native Users of English

The use of essay anthologies 13 a common practice in ESL composition
classes a3 well a3 in composition classes for native speakers, yet relatively
13ttle work has been done examining either the confent of thesae anthologies or
the ways teachers use them in the eclassroom. The history of the use of
reading materials in writing instruction has been documented by Highet (1949),
Corbett (1971), Kennedy (1972 and 1980), and Berlin {1684). Connections
between the processes of reading and writing have been explored from the
perspective of cognitive psychology by Tierney and Pearson (1983) and Squire
(198%). Samith (1983} and Eckhoff (1983) have explored reading/writing connec-
tisna in the emerging patterns of literaey in young children.

For \:ontempurax-'y adult learners, the issue of the use of reading
materials in writlng courses has been discussed in a general way by 0'Dea
(1965), Meyers (1978), Bazerman (1980), Behrena {1980), and Fatz (1981). More
specific proposals for using esaays in the compoaition ¢classroom have been
advanced by Lynskey (1957), Larsen (1971), D'dngelo {1973}, Gruber (1977),
Spencer (1978), Adams (1980), Escholz (1980), and Trimmer and Hairston {1985).
Extremely little has been published relating specifically to the use of esaay
material in composition e¢lasses for advanced ESL students, though Watson-
Reekie (1984} discusses positive and negative aspects of such use.

I propose to investigate both anthologies and anthology use. My study

will involve two research methodologies: Evaluation Researche-analysis and

evaluation of the five essay anthologies used in the Freshman Composition

classes for fareign students and for native users of English (E306 and E306Q)
at The University of Texas at Austin; Survey Research-—background information
questicnnaires and extended recorded interviews with 1) instructors of compo-
sition on their teaching practices using anthologies, and 2) students in
composition classes on their perceptions of anthology use. Additlionally, I
may also observe the classes of the instruectors and the students.
The objectives of This dissertation will be:
1) to evaluzte easay anthologies used in composition clasaes;
2) To repart on the uses classroom teachers make of Ghese anthologies;
3] to report on the impressions students have of these anthelogien and thelr
usej
1) tg make an assessment of the interaction between these anthologies as
texts and their pedagogical functions;
5) to make a propesal for their judicious use as one compenent of an inte-
grated writing program. 7
This research has important implicationa for the fields of composition
and ESL methodology. It will suggest the exteat to which the widespread use
of anthologies is effective in helping students, ESL and non-ESL; become more
effective writers. It will alse reflect the extent to which composition
textbooks and composition teachers are stressing writing as process as opposed
to wWrlting as product, since anthologized materials have the potential to be
used with either emphasis. Furthermore, on a broader scale, research of this
nature is needed in order to investigate the role textbooks and other course
materials play Iin university classes in general.
My research will be bagsed on the theoretical premise that strong paycho-

linguistic conneétions 1ink the processes of rsading and writing and that

reading materials are used in writing classes, with varylng degrees of




suecess, in order to pedagogically expleit these connectlons. For the first
part o: the study, the svaluation of the five essay anthologies as lnstruc-
tional materials, I will devise a model of evaluatlen to use with all of the
anthologies in order to have a common basis for comparison. I will review
existing models of textbook evaluation, but I doubt I'll find one suitable,
given that easay anthologies are different in form and content from other
textbooks. I'll probably have to develop my own model through working with
the anthologies themselves. I envision that such a model will measure the
variables of content, structure, and intention for both the particular selee-
tions {the essays), and the editora’ contributions. As I survey the easay
anthologies and review the literature on their use, I'll examine the aasump-
tions whiech the anthologies and the literature on them make about the pro-
cessaes of reading and writing and about commections between the two. Explieit
and implicit messages regarding the purpose of such compilaticns will be
aought, and apnalyses of texts and of methods of presentatiocn (€.g.y use of
glosses, advanced organizers, and exerclses) will be undertaken.

For the second part of the study, the surveys and interviews, I will
construct two brief short anawer written surveys to obtain background informa-
tion, and a set of open-ended interview questiocns designed to encourage
exploration of different aspects of essay anthology use in the classroom. The
interviews will be taped. The interviews with the lnstructors will be
analyzed to determine 1) the reasons instructors have for including an essay
anthology as a textbook for their class, 2) the goals they seek to accomplish
through the use of the anthology, and 3} the actual activities they do and
assignments they make which involve the anthology. The interviews with the

students will be analyzed to determine 1) the potential worth they see in

using reading materials in writing claases, 2) their conceptlons of actlivities

and assignments which Involve the anthology, and 3) the degree to wWhich they
feel use of the anthology is helping them improve their writing.

In both parts of the study, I will compare sssay anthologies and their
use In ESL composition classes and in composition classes for native users of
Epnglish., Finally, based on my findings, I will make an assessment of the
eontent, presentation, and utilization of essay antholcogies in composition
classes from a scclofunetlionzl perspective, l.e. relating to their use within
the cultural context of the composition course and reflecting the Iinterplay
between their structure and content, their uses«-by the teacher and the

students, and their role in the setting of the writing claasa.

Proposed Dissertation Qutline -

Chapter 1 - Intreduction to the topic and statement of the problem
Chapter 2 - Review of the literature on:
-=the history of the use of reading materials in writing
instruction;
=-=-the reading/writing connection;
-—current uses of anthologized expository essays in composition
classes.
Chapter 3 - Description of data gathering and analysis procedures.
Chapter Y4 - Report and analysis of findings from essay anthology evaluations,
Chapter 5 - Report and analysis of findings from interviews.
Chapter 6 - Conclusion:
«=gynthesia of findinga
-~implieations for instruction

-wguggestions for future research




