
EMS could improve 
other cities’ service
By ANN ROPER
Special to the Texan

A University professor plans to 
show other dties how they can im­
prove their own emergency health 
care — by using Austin's Emer­
gency Medical Services system as 
an example.

In January, David Eaton, a pro­
fessor at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
School of Public Affairs, received a 
one-year grant of $71,642. The 
grant was one of 10 awarded by 
the Robert Wood Johnson Founda­
tion in a nationwide competition.

Eaton said he plans to use the 
grant, along with data from Aus­
tin's Emergency Medical Services 
system, to show that a three-tiered 
system like Austin's saves money 
and improves patient care.

Austin's program already is 
more cost-efficient than most 
other systems, and “we know 
from preliminary study that the 
system provides a higher quality 
of care," Eaton said.

Eaton said many cities have a 
single-tiered system in which ad­
vanced life-support units answer 
all medical situations.

In a three-tiered system, the ad­
vanced life-support units respond 
only to potentially life-threatening 
situations, Eaton said. Basic life- 
support units answer the calls for 
lesser emergencies, such as bro­
ken arms. A private ambulance 
service is used for non-emergency 
transportation, such as moving a 
patient from the hospital to a nurs­
ing home, he said.

About 80 percent of the calls for 
EMS help are for non-life-threat­
ening situations, and the life-sav­
ing equipment in advanced life- 
support units is not needed for 
those, Eaton said.

Eaton said using basic life-sup­
port units for those calls would 
save cities money because the 
units would not need to be 
equipped with as many drugs or 
expensive life-saving equipment. 
The units could be staffed with

emergency medical technicians 
rather than the more highly paid 
paramedics needed for advanced 
units, he said.

“It's a lot cheaper to send a BLS 
than it is to send an ALS," he said.

Linda Aronovsky, a spokes­
woman for Austin's EMS, said the 
system also saves residents mon­
ey. “If we ran an all ALS system 
and did respond to every call, the 
fee would be much higher," she 
said.

Currently, people are charged 
$175 for an advanced life-support 
unit and $100 for a basic vehicle.

Eaton said the tiered system 
may also improve the quality of 
care.

The basic and advanced unit sta­
tions can be located in areas where 
they are most likely to be needed, 
reducing the response time, Eaton 
said.

"A performance check shows 
that about 80 percent of all calls 
are answered in five minutes or 
less," Eaton said.

Eaton also said the trained 
dispatchers stay on the phone to 
monitor the situation until the 
units reach the scene.

"There have been many cases 
where the dispatcher has saved 
lives," Eaton said.

Mary Campbell, Austin Bureau 
of Emergency Management 
spokeswoman, also said the tiered 
system improves care.

"By using the very skilled 
paramedics on calls where they're 
needed, you're giving them the 
opportunity to keep their skills 
up," Campbell said.

Eaton said showing that the 
three-tiered system reduces costs 
and improves care will encourage 
other cities to use the program.

James M. Atkins, associate pro­
fessor of internal medicine at the 
UT Health Center at Dallas, said 
health care officials in Dallas al­
ready are considering the tiered 
EMS system.
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New elective composition course 
to become requirement in fall ’88
By DARRYL EWING
Daily Texan Staff

The Department of English will offer a new 
elective writing course next fall that eventually 
will be required of all students, a University pro­
fessor said Thursday.

Joseph Kruppa, associate professor of English, 
said the new course, English 309, will be "a more 
advanced and sophisticated course" than Eng­
lish 306, freshman composition.

The course will be "phased into" the Universi­
ty slowly, Kruppa said. The course will be an 
elective until the fall of 1988, when it will be one 
of the required English courses, he said.

"Our department is flexible enough to wait 
until the fall of 1989 if we have any problems 
with the course," Kruppa said.

Once E 309 becomes a required course, stu­
dents will be expected to prove their proficiency 
in E 306 through placement tests, Kruppa said. 
Students who do not place out of E 306 will en­
roll in basic non-credit writing courses that will

be offered by the English department.
Kruppa said skills learned in E 306 should be 

taught in high schools or other institutions. 
About 40 percent of University students place 
out of the course, he said.

Kruppa said E 309 will focus on several topics, 
such as composition in "great books" or popular 
culture in composition.

E 309 will give instructors more variety on the 
topics and subjects they teach in the writing 
class, Kruppa said.

Alan Gribben, associate professor of English, 
agreed.

"E 306 has a flatly designed approach. There 
was only one way to teach it and we all did it," 
Gribben said. "With this course, teachers can be 
more creative and teach the things in which they 
are interested."

Kruppa also said E 309 will be better for stu­
dents than E 306 because they will be able to 
register in a section covering topics in which 
they are interested.

Gribben said E 309 will give students a strong­
er writing background than E 306

Gribben said the current English writing lab 
will be changed to a writing center where stu­
dents will be given "crash courses" in areas of 
writing deficiency Gribben said the center will 
give writing diagnostic tests to help students 
determine the areas in which they need help.

Kruppa said the department will work with 
state high schools to help them understand what 
the University is offenng and what students 
need to be prepared for courses at the Universi­
ty.

Kitty Cotton, head counselor at Lyndon B 
Johnson High School, said some LBJ students 
might have problems placing out of E 306, al­
though the high school does offer an advanced 
placement English course.

"Some of our kids will have a problem, but 
most of the kids that are going to major colleges 
and universities should do OK," Cotton said

Writing contests show less profanity, professor says
By WENDY DOWKINGS
Daily Texan Staff

In recent years University stu­
dents have reversed a trend of using 
"greasy language" or profanity in 
creative writing submitted to De­
partment of English contests.

Maurine McElroy, associate pro­
fessor of English, said she hopes 
students will continue to lean away 
from television's language example.

"For about two years in the late 
1970s we got a lot of trash," McEl­
roy said.

She said many of the poems and 
short stories submitted to the annu­
al contests were filled with what 
Shakespeare has termed "greasy 
language," including sexual obscen-
ity/,"In a Shakespeare course I teach, 
the students and I have called using 
dirty words 'greasy,' " she said.

In several Shakespearean works, 
royalty and common people use 
curse words, she said. The royal, 
witty cursing is termed "courtly 
smut."

McElroy attributed the wide­
spread use of "greasy language" to 
an increase in profanity used in 
works by "well-paid writers" and in 
TV shows.

"They saw that their favorite writ­
ers were using profanity," and they 
tried to follow their example, McEl­
roy said.

Now that profanity has lost its 
forceful emphasis, students are us­
ing other means to make their 
point, she said.

If this year's 11 writing contests 
follow the trends of recent years, 
they will most likely be filled with 
science fiction, romances, poems, 
sketches and stories of true experi­
ences, McElroy said. The contests' 
entry deadline is March 17.

Last year's $1,000 winner was a 
short story by Emylou Alvarez 
called Pas de Trois, a story about 
some of her childhood experiences.

UT students will compete in 11 
categories for prizes ranging from 
$20 to $1,000. Categories include the 
best group of poems, the best paper

written in an English composition 
course at the University, a general 
contest, the best poem about music, 
a graduate student contest for poet­
ry, critical essay, expository writing 
and short stories.

Prize money is donated by Austin 
community members, alumni and 
the University Co-op.

Winning works are published in a 
paperback volume, Wei I spring, a 3- 
year-old publication produced by 
UT students.

Joseph Slate, associate professor 
of English and coordinator of the

contests, said each contest is judged 
by three UT English professors.

Slate said the contests are judged 
anonymously to eliminate the possi 
bility of prejudice. The works are 
submitted with a title and without 
the students' names, he said.

The names are sealed in enve­
lopes with the works' titles on the 
envelopes, and if they win, the en­
velope is opened, Slate said "Wf 
never even open the ones that don't 
win."
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ARABIC & FRENCH BREAD
Imported Middle Eastern Foods, 
Assorted Pastries, Sandwiches and 
other freshly made SPECIALTIES 
such as: Zatar Bread (Manaish), 
Meat Pies (Lahme B-Ageen), Spin­
ach Pies (Fatayer) and an extensive 
Mediterranean delicatessen
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ITS A BIG DEAL TO US.
And  w e’ve got a  big deal for you.

We ve just opened our 100th restaurant And that calls 
for a  celebration. Stop by and join us for one of our famous 

Y?, pound burgers. Well cook our fresh ground beef exactly to your order, 
place it on one of our hot-from-the-bakery buns, and then you can really top 
things off your own way with all the tomatoes, lettuce, pickles, onions, relish 

and melted cheese you want. And best of all. when you bring in 
the coupon below you can help us celebrate 

our big deal with a  deal of your own.
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I Present this coupon and I 
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I  price of our THIRD- 
|  POUND HAMBURGER.

I Not valid with any other coupons 
or special offers. LMt one per 

I  custoner per visit. Customer pays 
|  aM appBcahle sales tax.

|  Expires March 9, IBM 
© FuMnicfcera inc.

^ p o i t u e i r t j i g

2700West Anderson Lane 
just 3 blocks east of Mopac. 

(512)458-6268

4024 South Lamar At Brodie 
Oaks Shopping Center on 
South Lamar at Ben White 

Blvd. (512) 444-8202
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THRD-POUND BURGER^ 
$2.M  MEAL DEAL. H
Present this coupon and 
get our THIRD-POUND 
HAMBURGER, FRENCH 
FRIES, and SOFT DRINK 
for only $2.95.
Nat vaMwlth any other coupons 
or special offers. Uaat one per 
customer per visit. Customer pays 
aB appBcahle safes tax.

Expires March 9 ,19SB
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BUY, SELL, RENT, TRADE. 
WANT ADS...471 -5244

CUSSES BEGINNING NOW 
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NINE LEVEL COMPREHENSIVE COURSE 
SMALL CLASSES, INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 
NEW LEVEL EVERY 4 WEEKS 
AUTHORIZED UNDER FEDERAL LAW TO ENROLL 
NON-IMMIGRANT ALIEN STUDENTS (1-20 FORM)

DURHAM-NIXON-CLAY COLLEGE 
119 W. 8th at Colorado 
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