E 307

Description (as in the College of Humanities catalog)

' ne of the following may be counted: English 307, 601b, 305, 308. A
Sgigozition course at a %eve{ more advanced than that of Eng}i§h 306. Studepts
will study rhetoric and logic and apply the principlgs to wr1t1ng-and analyzing
exposition and argument, with materials drawn from literature, chiefly prose
fiction. Prerequisite: English 306 or the equivalent.

Objectives

In E 307 the students read and analyze both non-fiction and
fiction, In general, students are taught to become more
discriminating readers of all kinds of texts., More specifically,
they learn to compare and contrast different discursive aims
and to recognize that different aims mandate different
structures, voices, themes, styles and effects, Moreover,
they are encouraged to draw connections between rhetoric

and literature-- much in the way that Kenneth Burke does.

To help them make the connection, the reading units adress

the following rhetorical and litepary problems: unity-purpose,
structure-organization, character-woice, theme-values, style,

eféfect. In this way, we give the students one way of discoursing
about literature, :

But E 307 also tries to put some of the "literary” into a
student’s discursive writing in general, Consequently, our
writing objectives are rather broad. Taken together, the
suggested writing assignments include most of the aims and
modes of discourse; but in all cases, the student is enc ouraged
to try more "creative" ways of fulfilling each aim or mode,
That, at least, is our ideal.. However, in practice, E 307

stresses analytic argementation or exposition over other
forms of writing. ;

Texts

I. Handbook/wdrkbooka 'My experience has shown that workbooks
are more effective than handbooks in E 307. Mechanics are
covered on an individualized basis although we presume that

all students have on hand. their 306 handbook. As for the '
workWwook, it should: 3

a. include numerpus exercises on the most common grammatical
problems our students have: comms splices, fragments,
fused séntences, unclear pronoun reference, shifts
in tense or . person, and dangling modifiers.

b. offer students examples of how to use semi-colons,
colons, and dashes; and provide exercises that encourage
them to use these more sophisticated marks of punctuation,

c. include a series of exercises on such concerns ag thesis

.dezeLopment, baragraph development, transitions, and
voice, :




I

d. include a long and varied section on stylistic
concernss directness, sentence patterns, diction,
rhythm, variety and emphasis.

e. ldeally, approach mechanics, structure, and stule
as rhetorical concerns rather than prescriptions.
However, since the workbook comtains little explanatory
material, it may be up to the teacher to stress
the rhetorical perspective,

II. Rhetoricss Although there is some question about the necessity

for a 307 rhetoric, the P.E.C. feels that such a text is
a good idea-- at least for the moment, A rhetoric text will
encourage 307 teaches to make connections between rhetoric
and literature and between the student's writing and his
reading., In short, it will inhibit the tendency to turn

307 into a literature course, A 307 rhetoric should include;

8. a long and respectable section on reading and
. writing about literature

b. an approach to literasture that stresses its relationship
to and divergence from other discursive aims and
modes., '

C. someidiscuSSion of Burke's pentad; or an analysis
of unity, structure, character, theme, style, and
effect in fiction.,

d. an equally comprehensive section on rhetorical
modes and aims other than the literary. In this
case, sections on purpose, organization, voice,
subject matter, style, and shaping an audience
are necessary., A book that covers these issues
permits us to draw the connections between literature
and rhetoric ( i.e. when the class is discussing
character in literature, the students can be working
on voice in their own writing).

III. Readerss Two readers are necessary for 307: an anthology

of fiction and an anthology of non-fiction,
The fiction anthology should include: ’

a. stories'by a wide range of authors who have differing
styles and concerns

b, a few short novels in which character or universe
of value are of primary interest,

The non-fiction anthology should includes
a&. numerous argumentative and expository essays

b. some examples of other kinds of essays-- from
persuasion to self-expression



C. essays by poets and novelists; thesge essays
help us navigate the bassage from non-fiction
to fiction,

d. some essays that fulfill their aim by concentrating
on characte r or style.




£ 306

COURSZ DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

D&ESCRIPTION

Prom cataloguss A compogition course that provides
basic instruction in ths writing and analyslis of expos=
itory pross: includes an intreduction te loglec and the
principles of rhetoric.

- OBJECTIVES

Mechanical Skills. In expository w.riting, & minimal
skiill in punctuation, spelling, and grammar is expscted.
For this reason, & Handbook is provided. Tha basic meche
anical skills expected are ountlinsd in the gvllabus.

Rhatorical Skills. Beyond the mechanical skills of
grammar and word choice, therse ars dlscourse gkills which
must be isolated for separate consideration. Thege rhetorical
gskills are islatsd for separate comsideration in each unit.
The following ars the basic skille smphasized in the various
unitss

1. Recognizing the éiffersnt styles in writing for .

different purposssg, different Jeyels of formality, and different

ubject matters.
T Writing & classification/definition thems illustrating
the use of the prineciple of clasgification and seversl differnt

kinds of definition.
, 3. Writing for self-sxpression, both &g an 2im in itselifl

and as & means to scribal fluencys

k., Writing an informativs thsme emphasizing surprise
value to audiencs, comprehensivensss of covsrags, and factual
regponsibility.

5. Analyzing a psrguasive piece for sthiocal, pathetic,
and logical arguments and for syle (or for only ons or ssveral

~ of thess techniques).

6., Write an inductivs theme proving a gensralization:
data gshould be random, stratified, &nd numercus.

7. Writ.ing (or eanalyzing) . deductive theme , showing
an intelligent choice of azioms for the intended audiunoce,
valid inferences, and careful uses of meanings of terms.

8. Writing en sxploratory theme, going through ons or

more of the following stagss: background of dogma, dissetisfaction,

erisis, search for & nsw model, hypothesis, tesgting of thas
hypothesis.

9. Writing an explanatory theme, using ons of the four
explanatory modes{description, classification, narration,
evaluation). Several may bs combinsd.

0., Writing a final sexemination on gome aspsctes of the
rhetoricael material of the courss.

Reading Skiilg. Coordinate with the writing sklllis. the

 reedings attempt to exemplify and model the basic skills outlizned

above .



TEXTS

Handbook for Mechanical Skills. The text should meet the
following requirecments:

1. Contain enough material on ordinary problems for
bagsic writers and for intermediate writers, accompanied with
whateveyr grammatical or sementic apparatus is nscessary for
background . ,

2, Distinguish grammatical and sgemantioc eholces diffenring
at verious levels of formality, sudience, dialsct, and purpose.

2. Includes adequate exercisces for class and homswork use.

« Inoclude exercises for personal rsferencs.
2. Bs thoroughly irdexsd and crosg-indexed.
» Be relatiwvely inexpsnsive.
7. If possible, havs a workbook for followup use in

307-8.

Rhetoric. There should be a rhstoric. To date, a satisfactory
rhetoric/handbook has not yet appsered. The rhstoric should
meat the following requirementss

1. Include material on as many of the units as pogsible .
2. Heve an intelligent rhetorical foundation.

%sadeg. Ths rsader should meet the purposs of ths reader
outlined in ths objectives above. For this purpose, it should
mest the following rsquirements: -

1. Include reading selections on as many of the modules
8z possible, with as closs an approximation as @ossible te ths
writing skills {(and reading skills) outllined in the objectivus.

2. If possible includs sditoria’l apparatus analyzing the
skills ws are interested in.

3. Include rvading selections of diffarent levels of
difficulty in order to accomodats to both our provisional
classes and our regular clasaeg. ‘



E 308
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

Degcription '

The concentration in E 308 is on reading persuasive and
argumentative essays, studying means of arialyzing such essays,
and writing with the use of the aims and modes of discourse.

Objectives =
The readings in E 308 are almost exclusively persuasive
and argumentative because one of the skills we wish our students
" to acquire is the ability to recognize and evaluate the mass
of political, commercial, legal, religlous, and social propaganda
and argumentation which confronts them. To facilitate this
recognition and evaluation we include a study of logic per se
as well as the study of the essays as examples.

The writing objectives for the course are broader: we
wish to familiarize our students with all the aims and modes of
discourse and to make it possible for them to use these aims
and modes effectively in communicating. The course is organized
around the writing objectives: each unlt concentrates on one
aim and one mode of discourse. At the same time we have tried
to make the writing assignments relate directly to reading
units. Such an arrangement allows an in-depth atudy of both
& reading and writing skill in each unit. The writing skills
should reinforce those acquired in E 306, but E 308 should
provide the student with a more detalled understanding of the
persuasive and argumenuative aims than they received in their

E 306 courses.

TEXTS
1. A handbook for E 308 should

4. 1include a substantial statement on the language to be
used in student papers (historical, social considera-
tions, etec.);

b. present grammatical and stylistic concerns as choices
which the writer makes rather than merely as rules
-which must be followed;

c. glve some consideration to rhetorical matters (perscna,
~audience, style, purpose; aim, mode; etc.);

d. 1include adequate exercises for use in the course;

€. be easy to use as a reference;

f. be accompanied by a workbook which we can consider
for E 307-8;

g. Dbe relatively inexpensive,




2.

A rhetoric for 308 should include

strong sections on argumentation and persuasion

a clear distinction between argumentation and
persuasion

an approach to persuasion consistent with Aristotle's
theory of persuasive appeals

explanations of ways to develop papers using ,
description, narration, classification, analysis and
evaluation.

a strong emphasis on making writing suitable to
different purposes (i.e., self-expressive, literary,
persuasive, explanatory, exploratory and argumentative).

A reader for 308 should include

a.

b.

a strong emphasis on persuasive and argumentative essays
some clear examples of the modes of dlscourse.

A supplemental text for 308 should include

a.

"b.

some formal, logical considerations for reasoning
and writing

some discussion of common preblems in writing
persuasion and argumentation.









