. vaskiesx,”

" imtyoduction o

,m:d-m(qspmd:mmyemq

. conrse taken eksevhere,

TQ_),UW

¢ I ¢

the AAUP “Bsmmant ca gov-
wronant  of Colages  and Uni

primary reponshity for mch

khm, sbject mattar and meth

ods of instraction, resesrch

faculky statug, and thosa as-
of studant YA which

exx,” The mount history of
In
of Teas st Austin revesls
mach sbout the statux of thix

priocil o the lergest, and

most . prastigkas univxky B

Texas, i

" Exglixh 806, Composition
end Rhetaric,” 5 the fist-yeax

wrting courxe for UTx und.u-w'

gradastes,  The Lberal Ars
Catalogue descrbes i .ax “A
« buaic mstmctdon I -

./ tha wrking and enalyxh of
«poskary prosel includes an . ¢
. principles of theore” Eech

semester about 58 sections of .

. groups of 2% stdants) by &

luge cadm of gndusta $u- oo
dants plis & Ay members of oo
the regular facuky (usually no:t.

mom than thrme in & ghen s
samestar), o The coame i
nqired of el undergradoete

who do not place out or trans-
far cadix for en equivelent

mr:
courta & edminktared by & .

dnly constiuted departmarntal

commitee—the Lower
Engiixh Policy Committes

Dinctar of lowar-divkion
Engtich ' — whosa . charge & o>
set policy, sdminitter the
courre, and maks mch

changes i ¥x syllabus as

owr tha
L0 determined that the then. cur-

s

nlkta to the educstional proc- i hmv wih such poscedents
R g L ‘tnd. within s dalegated m-

ARu PR A ews A=

. seem wiza end, eppropriste to
. ¥3 members, , The Departmant
.y maeting fn planary saxsion

.. mserves the rght to rejact any
- action of tha LDIFC,

& Ry regaler freervels
yuers, the LDEFC. has

nt' vesion of £,808 wex not "

"dfhnpmﬁngmdtrt»vrﬁw
and 10 would cmete & nev sy
Whbus o recomand & rviton of

 the cumiculer goals, In 1988

280, the LDEFC, ecting o’

sponsbiity, mached such

.7 conchusion, I then ocutlined e
“'mvised sylabus, foxing on

tind g Eate o o ‘sccomplshing - the coarse’s; aim -

about the hkxue of dif

" farence, which & described t©
the facuky st & regularly called

dep artmante]l mesing on May
%@, 1980, The Commitee
- gtraszed " savaral pointxi that
the ‘capenxt version was not
working welly that tha rvisdon
fn no way edared tha curmcular
of EB806) thet & sappoxrt
, would be awailabla to
ascict tha tescharx of tha

‘course;” that ' fscuky teaching

tha coursa would mmain, ex

v had always bean, free to

éresta thair own versiony end ’

that grduste studants, efar
‘thay bad teught the course
once, would be encounged to

© - cresta thadr own veritions on -
“ tha stendard sydabus,

Mar

‘#y of the fecuky prezant &k
that the LDEPC was ecting

wikhin #x provenence ‘end

‘according to ¥x charge. As ot
oIl much mewtings in the past,
no motion was ofernnd, no vote

mant of the commites’s actions

“ resulted,

" Ehortly etar thet meeting

foor or fire Engith Departmant

of tha course revk "
siong, having lost the argumant

3

“f wes cleay thet & Jurge major-

(LDEFC), wih ¥x Chair the U070 wes talan, and teck endarme

ey

 wilin the scedemic frum,
- Jeunched & media and latter-
- wiking campeign («med &

students, pennts, and inflven-
el ekmmeas, o.mcm{ot’:mi)
sattecldng  the Jage msjorky of

. tha  Department in highly

chered ngisg, In e saries
of srtkks, sdvatiaments, end

madia eppesrances, Ppropo-
ipents were sccused . of beng

. ndical, idecogical, blased,

propagnadistic, intolsrxt of o
temative viewpaints, entithet-
cal to ecedumic fresdom end
frea fnguiry— whils opponents
mpresented themselves o dis-
ste, unbissed, paild-

cully meatnl, principled up-

hoders of objective standards.

‘A the zeme tima the small mi-

who had takan thedr
ceause outsida of ecedemds
meintained that “he extin
ods was taintad by evasions
of departmentsa]l procedures
axd unheerd of sacrcy by &z

.m [nn‘lsm]x 8)—e¢ charge

that wes news to the Dapex-
mant, One departmental oppo-

.. nant of the course (in & Jattax
. witten an July S,1830, to &

mnbuofmporuhl

Lbare]l Arts Foandetion Coun-
cil, & copy of which was subse-
obtained through the
Tuxas Open Racords Azt ead

 ‘pablxhed by The Dafly Tuxan)

sttacked the
“radicel Brerary thearists” fx

thair * “character essassination
. and itimidetion,”

of courses, and dastruction of
scedamic career” He
than urged the following ec-
tions! 1, the Kngtkh depast-
mtrtshouldbtphoodtnn—
cedveaxship indefinkaln” 2, X
should be spit ko two entiies
{ont Hr The redical theorists,”
ocma for “tha rumaining tradi-
timel schoMrs [vho] would

“khan hawe] the freedam to ofier
¢ tme Herstare and wrting

progrm?) 8. ‘bamring the




%e ’ B
sccomplixhment of thaxe steps,
the two Unhuﬂyvﬁa re- .
quired Englxh coarsas [both
wrting ‘and Merature] -should
be ebotixhed, thus ending ‘the
necessity of hirng ‘addidonal
Englixh professors’ e the rate’
they heve been recruited ‘fram
the most radicelimd (but pres-
tgous) graduate programs

across the nationy” .4, the . i

replicemsent of the current -

Dean of Libenl Arts by ‘one [ /it%
“with nerve and determination®s®

to owmrses ‘the. recruiing paki-
cles and deckimns ctmmg-
ksh  departmant”

Desn suzmshuummof i

the Collega  Liberel Arts had
both privtely and publicly .
essured the LDEPC of his /¥
enthnsiestic commitment to
the nvision befors they began
to davelp &, Oh'July 28,
1880, bowewr, ecting in
concert with Joseph' Krupps, -
Cheir of the Englixh' Depext-:
mant, the Dean wrote to tha
Englixh facuky thet the new '
EB06, which was schedokd to
begin in the Full samester, [

wvould be paxtpaned for one
yeor, The Deen wrote in parti::

9 will continmne to suppart
stongly, a3 I haw during the
past months, the concept of
Englich 806 ex & wrking and
Yhetoric course with & unified
camiculom centersd on the
themes of diversiy and differ-
ence, an ides which I belewe to
be imagmative end exciting.”
The Dean’s. dtdsm,thm,m
a tactical retrest to “ensum the
best coume p la ”
lendmondthnun
ﬁanhspcstbnutmunch
supporter of immeciate im-
plmentation? Ko one outside
hlshnmdh.ttd‘mkcmspuk
with cartinde; bat the only

official event widely known to

heve occumed between tha

Deans last public proncunce- . .

i

ment of sapport snd his memo

to the Englsh Departmant was ...
2 hastily called weedend meet-,

v

ing to which the Dean and .
Chair un mmmomdby UTs.
Prtndmt tnd Provost., As far
as cu:bt inferreq, the, Jatter

' were Teacting to hostiti.y -,

rected toverd the nav K, 35
from outndn the Umvu::ty As
far as i: hmvn, neither. official
hes ewver q:ohn to any of the

membars of the LDEPC or seen -

ether'the dreft syllabus’ ‘or ey
of the. nev course matarak,
‘I‘hthnmnditcccnnqumcu

of the postponement (or cancel

Jation, a3 X mcnum{ly Ske IS

.to be) vare as flows: thevith-

dravel from the courme of the_
- eight to ten facuky members
who, ucttd by the revised
nntm, had volnnteered t:o
teach ) cancellation of the
week-long orentation Hr s
teachers thet hed been ar-
nngd fr Angust 1990; the
continuetion of ES806 in e
version that the professionak
in ‘whom the Department had
vested 3 conficence have

deemed e failure; and a grov-'! -

ing sense of frustretion and
despandency on the part of the
dep artmantal hculytlw: x m
longer “has primary responsi
biky'for”such fondemental
ereas’ o' camculam, mbpct
matter and methods of instruc-
tion.” ;
Sewenl fmporxant eventxs
reiting to this matter have

occumred since the Summer of
" the L806 situetion seams to

~ have been one surce of can-
~ flict, Subsequantly, the Direc-

1830, The Departoment held a
muting o September 14 in
' ordar to discass what & _consid-
ered unvaranted and un-
prececanted interfarence in s
authorty. I took the umisual
step of wting (and by sacret

... ballot, which made & ewen more
...umsual) to affrm s endorse-

ment of the acdons of the

. LDXFC, which & did by & vote

of 46-11 (with three absten-

tions).’ 4 week later, the gredn-"

ate students, in whose name

some of tha objections to the |

course were made (since they

teach the bulk of the sections
end would have to do so inj-
Gally under & nev u niform
;ymbus)pusadthc same
motion 52-2. | The votes mada
no dﬂhrmcatoth- ppaments
of the course or to the -Admini-
stnton, Despke repeated
@ ests, NO GITUreances ware-
Horthcoming that the Depait-
ment was free to determine the
content of ¥s courses; no ane
in tha centrnul Administration
would meet with the - LDXFC or
the Dinctar of bower-division
Inglhlu the Depurtment wes
jon even to fiald-
test su:dons of the course
doring the Spring 1881 samas-
tery and on sawernl occasions
tha Presidant end Provost haw
said that the Department had
to smsfy the Deans of thosa
colleges (such & Knginearing
and Katurel Sciances) who
alegedly object to the revision
of £.806 and who seam to have
scquired veto power ower the
contents of first-
htu!thmuy,tMDun
of Liberel Axs ennounced hix
resignation a3 of the end of the
Sprng semaster, hss than two
yeurs aftar taking aoffice.
Though he cited personal
maoms, & ssemed to many
that lack of suppost from the
central Administration Hr what

he wes tying to accamplixh
haw been & fctar; and

tar of owerdivision Englsh,
frustratad in her ettempts to do
the jdb for which she was
hired, filed with the natonal
office of the AAUP a formal

-griavance, claiming that both

scademic freedam and feculky
suthorty have been sbrogated,
and requesting that they con-
duct en investigeion of the
stuation, In the Jatest action,
the LDEFC, ciing the Adminis-
tntimk . refisal to slow them
to filfll their profssional re-
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ift

470~ 2376 &

I went to give a short Tepott 5
of what ] fak were the more
interesting and/cx tmportant oy
fsnes discussed at the mm; '
of the national council , What
$lovs i not in any wy tobe .
opindons or bisses othar than .
my own. o e

To me, the mast interesting
“of the Commitme & .

I
£h

. o about the : ‘
i ing dues kvel which comendy .

depends equally cn the emngs
n]uy.dhcutyin.tht,us and .
the Consumer Price Index... ..

"' Such & formula gaerADLees |
continually rising daes, .The .=

caumn\mdtqmctopm-
mites F to consider same . .

alernative formmla thet would .
the ever increexing AAUP. ..

ruy.
Taxes

ence duas & fast o
the magic number of $100).
We vare

offices of the AAUP back 0
Daport Circle in two jwaxs.

inbrned of the fn-.

" tention to move the nedonal ... ‘
Y professor of Compotr Science

" Irinty Univesky

_Commitee C b produced
s mpaxt @ »

1 think there wes genersl

the philosp hyoithlAAUPand
ma mbars of
n of Commites
C did nct go fr encugh in

expressing that confiict, 1
personally

dated esTessMnt movement B

o very sedous sttack o the
Academy which nesds to be
resisted, - ‘
in the AAUP &

drafed ) for furthex work,
Thet &5 o very bref overview

of carrent pationsl coancil &c-

dvides. Sice I baiave I must

Asron Konstsam




