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‘Nuclear allergy’: 
get the message?
I H j ^ l  h ere 's  a strange new bug going around. Dan- 

I  g ero u s, very contagious. Its sym p tom s in- 
X  elude an unusual tendency to avoid excessive  

am o u n ts of n u clear m issiles.
T he R eagan adm inistration  has com e up with a 

term  for this bug: "n u clear allergy.' It hasn 't affect­
ed the adm inistration  yet — just the W estern allies.

O ne of the m ost notable exam p les of a country  
affected by this "a lle rg y " has been New  Zealand, 
w hich has refused  to allow A m erican nuclear- 
pow ered  an d  n u clear-arm ed ships to visit its ports 
A nd C an ad a , Spain and Iceland, for their part, be­
cam e w orried  last w eek after rep orts surfaced that 
the U nited S tates is developing contingency plans 
to deploy n u clear w eapon s in those countries.

T he b ew ildered  R eagan adm inistration  apparently  
h asn 't co m e up  w ith a cure. A lm ost as an after­
th o u gh t, em b arrassed  adm inistration  officials tried 
to  alleviate th e  d am age by reassu rin g the allies that 
no w eap o n s w ould be deployed w ithout consulting  
the host co u n tries . (Funny, the adm inistration  nev­
er consulted  the host countries about the co n tin gen ­
cy  p lan s.) But officials also said the adm inistration  
is trying to d evelop  a policy d em an d in g the allies 
sto p  d istancin g them selves from  U .S . nuclear o p er­
ations —  a policy that includes threats to reassess  
U .S . ties to  N ew  Zealand.

T he R eagan  adm inistration  needs to learn to take 
a hint. Instead  of treating the allies' fears like som e  
exotic d isease , the United S tates m ight consider 
that its ow n  arm s policies m ay be the real disease.

This attitu d e is m ore typical of the view of nucle­
ar arm s exp erts , such as John Steinbrunner, director 
of foreign policy studies at the Brookings Institute. 
Stein b ru n ner said last week the allies are concerned  
that the R eagan adm inistration  "d o e s  not sufficient­
ly ap p reciate  the dan gers of nuclear w e a p o n s."

N ot that there hasn 't been som e progress. N ego­
tiations are in the w orks betw een  the United States 
and the Soviet U nion, and both nations have toned  
dow n the Cold W ar rhetoric they previously traded  
o n  a regular basis. But the R eagan adm inistration  
still insists on continuing its arm s buildup on the 
assu m p tion  that you have to have m ore before you 
can  have less. This buildup, the adm inistration  tells 
us, m ust include the troubled MX missile system  
w hich R eagan still insists upon calling the "P e a c e ­
k e e p e r."

T he Soviet U nion never has been m uch of a lead­
er in creatin g  serious arm s reduction  proposals, and  
the U nited S tates justifiably is skeptical of any p ro­
posals the S oviets produce. But this leaves us with 
the responsibility of taking the first steps tow ard se­
rious arm s redu ction s. By refusing to tolerate dis­
sent even from  its ow n allies, the Reagan adm inis­
tration gives new  m eaning to the old phrase: "W e  
h ave m et the en em y , and they are us.

— D avid N at h er

Doggie-style birth control
W A SH IN G TO N  —  C om ing soon to superm arket 

shelves all over the country: dog food laced with a birth 
control drug.

That is the pian at the C arnation C om pany, which 
has subm itted an application for the product with the 
Food and D rug A dm inistration and hopes to have it on 
the m arket som etim e this year.

" It will be very p alatable," said Barbara Royer, a 
spokesm an for C arnation, "sim ilar to our Mighty Dog.

1 he drug involved is m ibolerone, a horm one similar 
to progesterone in birth control pills used by w om en. 
The drug, in drops added to a dog 's meal, is now avail­
able only through a veterinarian's prescription.

Approval of dog food with the birth control drug al­
ready in it, u nder the brand nam e Fxtra Care, will per­
mit C arnation to sell it in superm arkets without pre­
scription.

If a m ale dog should consum er a female friend's d in­
ner, Mrs. R oyer said, it would not harm him.

The N ew  York Times 
Teh 9, 1985

Reagan playing sneaky 
with censorship ploy

Missiles, statues ruin 
campus environment
T he Alliance of College Stu­

dents for a United Left (AXLE) 
is o rg anizin g  for peace, 
fhey've recognized the folly of fight­

ing over useless issues like housing 
discrimination and single-member 
voting districts. Instead, they're tack­
ling something really heavy: they're 
passing a petition to remove the un­
loaded cannon and the unarmed mis­
sile in front of Russell A. Steindam 
Hall.

Sign me up, guys, because I'm an­
gry, too.

I'm liberal and I'm coo! and I sup­
port all the right causes. I've lost a lot 
of sleep over how the University glori­
fies those instruments of human de­
struction, and I want to see them go. 
And while we're at it, let's bulldoze 
Steindam Hall itself. Everybody 
knows those ROTC guys are just an­
other SS for Herr Reagan.

But let's not stop there. The obser­
vation dome atop Painter Hall should 
be closed permanently, too. It obvi­
ously could be used for military pur­
poses.

I here are other issues burning the 
consciences of enlightened University 
students. What about that horrid stat­
ue of a man, woman and child in front 
of the Graduate School of Business 
building? It's so ugly. And worse yet, 
it's misleading. They want us to think 
that MBA students care about this ba­
sic economic unit of society. Natural­
ly, we aren't fooled. That statue is 
mere window dressing to cover up the 
sheer greed of those multinational- 
minded leeches of society.

And what about the statues on the 
Main Mall? Half of them were blood- 
soaked army generals. And it's evil to 
glorify corpulent southerners like 
I logg. Let's tear these down, too.

And darn it, the opulence of the 
Tarleton Law Library has got to go. 
I he sumptuous surroundings that 
those smug law students enjoy should 
be torn out and sent to poverty-strick­
en areas of the city.

Littlefield House should be opened

Bill Mange
Texan colum nist

for deserving, appropriately grateful 
poor people (preferably minorities); 
we can't let it be manipulated by mon­
ey-hungry alumni.

T here are other symbols of the Uni­
versity's pure corruption that must be 
eradicated. Like the Gutenberg Bible 
in the Harry Ransom Center, and the 
words "Y e shall know the truth and 
the truth shall make ye free" (John 
8:32) engraved on the Main Building. 
This ridiculous pandering to orga­
nized religion simply must stop.

And another thing. The fraternity 
and sorority houses that the Universi­
ty propagates should be razed simply 
for their corrupt splendor, let alone 
the racism that such places harbor.

But the biggest tragedy on this cam­
pus is Littlefield Fountain. This messy 
sculpture symbolizes the utter deca­
dence that this University wallows in 
daily. Its disgusting excesses of vio­
lence (note the soldier and sailor) and 
its filthy denegration of women by de­
picting a woman led by wild sea-hors­
es turns my stomach everytime 1 see it 
(and I make a point of visiting it every­
day, just so I can be righteously ap­
palled).

The besmirchment of today's wom­
en at Littlefield Fountain just barely 
edges out the statue in the Andrew- 
Blanton-Carothers courtyard for sheer 
offensive ness. How the women im­
prisoned by those horrible dungeons 
of virginity can contain their rage 
against that statue is beyond me.

Revolutionary students of the Uni­
versity, the time to arise and make our 
views heard on these important issues 
is now! Join SWINE. That's Students 
Wildly Indignant about Nearly Every­
thing. Let's deep-six the greedy racist 
pigs that run this University and their 
rotten symbols, too. _______

M ange is an iconoclast in his 
spare time.

B ritain's Official Secrets Act 
must be one of the most thor­
oughly discredited laws in the 
Western world. The act makes it a 

crime to disclose any government in­
formation without official approval, 
even if the purpose is to expose 
wrongdoing. It intimidates the press 
and limits public discussion of policy.

Hard as it is to believe, the Reagan 
administration is now trying to im­
pose on the United States a replica of 
the Official Secrets Act. Few have no­
ticed, because the administration is 
moving crabwise toward that objec­
tive. It is not asking Congress to pass 
a law. Congress would say no. Instead 
it is seeking silence by an ingenious 
lawsuit.

The vehicle is the strange case of 
Samuel Loring Morison, a Navy em­
ployee who worked at an intelligence 
center in Suitland, Md. With the 
Navy's consent, Morison also did 
part-time work for Jane's Fighting 
Ships, the annual British survey of the 
world's fleets, and for its paper, Jane's 
D efense Weekly-

Last October, Morison was arrested 
for having sent Jane's D efense W eekly 
three U.S. satellite photographs, clas­
sified secret, of a Soviet aircraft carrier 
under construction. He was charged 
with violating the Espionage Act and 
the law against theft of government 
property.

The charge is what makes this case 
so important. For it takes a press leak 
of the kind that goes on all the time in 
our government and treats it as 
"espionage." If the Reagan prosecu­
tors win on that theory, then ordinary 
leaking will become a grave crime and 
the United States will have a draconi­
an Official Secrets Act.

The Espionage Act was passed by 
Congress during World War I to deal 
with just that: transmittion of defense 
secrets to an enemy. Only once before 
now has it been used in a journalistic 
context, against someone who turned 
over material for general publication. 
That was the ill-starred 1971 prosecu­
tion of Daniel Ellsberg and Anthony 
Russo for giving the Pentagon Papers 
to the press — which was dismissed 
because of government misconduct.

Exactly the same is true of the law 
on theft of government property. 
Only once before, in the Ellsberg-Rus- 
so prosecution, has there been any 
claim that leaks to the press amount to 
stealing property.

The Reagan administration has 
made very clear that it wants to use 
the Morison case for large repressive 
purposes. The prosecution, in court 
papers, has brushed aside the idea 
that it should have to prove a subver­
sive intent on Morison's part, or in­
deed any bad motive.

Even if Morison was motivated only 
by "a desire to expose obvious wrong­
doing in high official circles," the pro­
secutors said in a memorandum, he

f r > Anthony
Lewis

The Reagan administration 
has made very dear that it 
wants to use the Morison 
case for large repressive 
purposes.

was guilty of espionage and theft 
when he sent the photographs to be 
published The memo brushed aside 
arguments that Morison must be 
shown to have acted with knowledge, 
or reason to believe, that he would be 
aiding a foreign power or harming the 
United States.

The sweep of that argument is not 
hard to understand. The government 
classifies millions of documents every 
year, most of them containing no real 
secrets. The fact that our satellites can 
photograph the Soviet Union foot by 
foot, for example, has been well publi­
cized — and the government itself has 
published satellite pictures of such 
things as airports in Nicaragua.

It is a commonplace of Washington 
life to leak classified but not truly dan­
gerous items. The technical aircraft 
and space magazines are filled with 
them in everv issue. Indeed, it is only 
the publication of such material that 
permits essential discussion of such 
things as new weapons.

If the Reagan administration can 
use the Morison case to turn leaks into 
crimes, it will have made a radical 
change in the American system. Wil­
liam Colby, the former director of 
Central Intelligence, said in 1979 that 
Congress "has drawn a line between 
espionage for a foreign power and 
simple disclosure of our foreign policy 
and defense secrets, and decided that 
the latter problems are an acceptable 
cost of the kind of society we prefer "

Living with leaks as a price of free­
dom has not in fact weakened Ameri­
can society. Just think of Britain, with 
its Official'Secrets Act, by comparison. 
Has British policy been wiser with 
public debate on crucial issues damp­
ened? Has Britain been more success­
ful in stopping true espionage11

The Morison case cries out for ex­
planations. Why would the Reagan 
administration want the United States 
to adopt a failed British system 7 Why 
not go to Congress if it wants such a 
law? And why has the American press 
paid so little attention to this danger­
ous threat?

f 1985, N.Y. Times N ews Service

Firing Line

Doonesbury
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“I SUCCESSFULLY TRANSPLANTEP 
1 THE HEART OF A LIBERAL INTO 

I \ A CONSERVATIVE. NATURALLY, 
- NEAT THEPNC ARE VERY

INTERESTEP IN 
YOUR RESULTS.

by Garry Trudeau
uh-huh. m i ,to ee honest,
MR KIRK,HE PORT REALLY 
KNOW WHAT WE'VE GOT YET.
OUR BOY HAP SOME COMPLICA­
TIONS, ANPWFVE ONLY JUST 
STARTEP INTER-)
VIEWING HIM

EVEN BETTER. 
WELL, POES us SEEMS V
w m rm  have become

God and gays don’t mix
I am prompted to respond to Jim 

Ltzkorn's article (Jan. 14) regarding 
his attempt to make every blue-jean 
wearer Thursday a positive expression 
toward gay rights. My response to this 
attempt is to state the facts about this 
lifestyle. Even if every student at UT 
or every resident of Austin celebrates 
homosexuality as an acceptable way of 
life, it remains that this perversion is a 
decadent practice and an abomination 
to the loving, kind God who created 
us. As much as the GSLA attempts to 
promote this lifestyle as an enjoyable, 
gratifying and acceptable way of life, it 
remains that the practice of this in­
tense selfishness leads to an empty, 
hurt and bitter soul that only God can 
heal.

Robert J. Cole 
C hem ical engineering

Right, Brad
I would like to express my genuine 

appreciation to Brad Upshaw for lift­
ing the smoke screen that obscured 
campus liberals prior to your recent 
expose (Feb. 13). And thanks also for 
pinpointing the "real issues," those of 
substance, that the left so blatantly ig­
nores. Yes, Brad you've exposed the 
rats for what they really are; the Hitler 
Youth you allude to in your powerful 
closing paragraph.

As for your dissection of their politi­
cal philosophy, I can see why you 
never got around to it. Like most of us 
(at least the 52 percent who care to 
respond) you were reeling from the 
complete disrespect the radicals of­
fered our great chief. I too sauntered 
away from the West Mall drying my 
eyes in despair only to have my spirits 
lifted upon arriving at the condo and 
tuning in to none other that the chief 
himself and his fiery State of the Un­
ion address. My blood began a-pum- 
pin' when I discovered we are in the 
midst of a "new  American emancipa­
tion" composed of "hopeful, big- 
hearted, idealistic, daring, decent and 
fair" Americans. Those are the real is­
sues that liberals choose to ignore 
with their emotional tactics, the same 
issues I just can't get enough of.

Oh hell, Brad! We "kicked a little 
ass" on Walter, why don't they just go

away and leave us decent and fair
folks alone? Psst, Brad! With the
smoke screen lifted the target is in
sight and soon we may have the Texas
R eview  boys to thank for a nice little
arsenal. It's you and me Brad. If not
us, when? If not now, who?

Dominic Roques
G eolog

Faculty advisors needed
The Students' Association's Univer

sity Policy Committee report on pee
advising is a product of no substantiv
investigation. In the report, the com
mittee attempts to make any fact
comply with their preconceptions o
advising. Their answer to this is to pu
peer advising in most of the larger col
leges here at the University. Bette
yet, it would be patterned after "  ... 
pilot program used last fall in the Col
lege of Communication."

This pilot program is not somethin
new, nor was it the brainchild of th
University Policy Committee. Th
Colleges of Liberal Arts and Natura
Sciences have had peer advising pro
grams long before any pilot progra
in the College of Communication. Ye
this report recommends that pee
advising programs be established i
th ese two colleges. Why does th
committee think this? Do they kno
that there are programs in these co
leges? Did they ask Dean Jan
Lippmann or Dean James Vick abo
these programs? O f course not. Pe
advising has been going on in natur
sciences for over eight years and i
liberal arts for well over three. An
according to Dean Lippmann, pe
advisors have been employed at th
University since 1969, not 1984.

What seems even more dangero
is that this report seems to allude 
having peer advisors in each depar
ment. Advising undetermined st
dents on required area courses (suc
as government and history) is on
thing, but advising students who ha
declared their majors is an entirely di
ferent subject. It does not matter 
they have upper division or lower di­
vision status, major advising should 
be done by a qualified academic, not a 
student. Quality major advising is a 
function of the insight of a seasoned 
professor, not an undergraduate stu­

Tale of the 14 stooges
The proposed scheme of gover­

nance for the English department
(Texan, Feb. 8) is the sort of organized
indecency which one must expect un­

der the present administration. The 
scandalous treatment of the lecturers, 
and the insistence on centralized con­
trol from the top down, nakedly ex­
pose the false pretenses of academic 
humanists. The predictability of the 
indecency only makes the indecency 
more blatant. The proposed executive 
committee, with five of its 14 members 
appointed by a chairman whom the 
dean appoints, should not be known 
as the executive committee but as the 
dean's 14 stooges. The great lessons 
which this university teaches by its 
powerful example are hypocrisy and 
subservience.

Jam es Sledd  
Professor o f  English




