FIRING LINE

English 30b not for politics

Mr Mkn. c.:e vour editorial of July 20

Recompo?iiion Cur.ru-ion reigns in the
world a.curd.tic to Gr.rrx ¢ s *dlv
=orthv of vour name it is disconcerting to
-oe that a student ot your caliber could
have stooped to defending the new E.xV
proposal via an ad hommem argument

ur crude conflation of past controversv
with present also display's poor logic. (The
halve .'".es nave shifted a great .tea since
>x? Anyone who snows Alan Gnbben
will find vour characterization oi him as a
kind of Doi O'-fvote laughablv absurd

But this at least - torenable Mr
Vk'Hareue That vou suffer from the
m --conception generally promulgated in

7. ... Ttv". that: is on!» bv the new*lv

proposed E3.6 v .arts that student- will
be taught critical thinking —that the pres-
ent- ilabi are not challenging students to
tnir*. and rethink uue-f.ot'-

rb > - a -eran - charge itisa unten-
able which mav be why w. find it pre-
sented in I . A».v Texan urp.icitlv a--
- ;rnea rather than exp ~th stated
A 4done wh Na- taken E~ knows that

e vio nof . a>- aui days nuntbtv diagram-
ming s tfences it EkV* . as-e- wen not
airead» .onoemed with critical thinking
we wvwuld have gvx-j rea-or- to protest
the r inadequate contribution to academic
exceller re. One must be able to think ut'l
n order t write well The two processes
cannot be separated Fhe onlv true subject
tor a writ ng course then is writing ana
b\ extension critical thinking This is how
1 see it and how I teach it and ITam not
atone

Refocu- ng the writing cour-e along par-
ticular Sines t ¢ Jilterence cannot in
itself increase the challenge toward critical
thought fuch a mo\e cou a however -e-
»< e3v  n: instructor- who strive to tailor
their syllabi according t> their own
strength- as w» .1 as their students nee.t-
Can we have academic freedom or expect

academic excel ence 'without this'
Teacbinc writing as wnhng goes N'th
student- and m-tructors an oppor:unit» to
die at the roots of a lideologies the g.xvl
the bad and the ugly and to examine their
under!» me assumptions m the light of crit-
ical thought
Rao.m and sexism and man» other
sms cannot h\e m this light tor thev are
at their root formed rrom attitudes and
as-umpr.ons accepted without critical ex-
amination. If the toctis of £306 is shifted to
racism and sexism per se there is a temp-
tation to direct our attention a\».n rrom
the root ot the problem and mere!» ad-
dress its many branches I do not think
trust we can afford this - the English de-
partment is already too rar out on a limb
Let i- on cam or idtoo realice that
much of .shat the new FEoOo proposal
rron: se- is airead» inherent or actuad»
be» de ivered n the pa -ent E3 r -»ilabi
The .or-.i- or that reigns on the editorial
page- bv vou -ir and other- is inexcus-
able.
. is obvtou- Mr. McHargue that vou
ha» e never taken an E3U6 cv'urse
Ifisa tbvious that vou ought to
Mari V T-yrW
Tss srt.: :r instructor as English

Fix E306 and stop bitching

As . have betn ktx'pmg up with the arti-
cles cor.vrfur.g the E.Vf course one ques-
tion keeps coming Kick m mv mind has
anyone bothered tv' think about what this
is doing to the student parent morale con-
cerning attendance to the Lniversitvl* I
have read all the comments that go Kick
and forth between the members ot the De-
partment of Eng sn - tacultv and wonder
what I would think it 1 were sending m»
money and mv child to Texas There is
nothing I find more aggravating than
bitching for bitching - -.ike What is the
problem' Is diversifying the core curricu-
lum such a terrible thine' Minorities have

had to listen to the administration -
mstruer,: to mult;cuitural.-n tor -everal
months no»»' and wren someone -as be
nerve and initiative to do someti'"re -
tive that begins the move in the right di-
rection the L mversitv gvX'- ua m any-
diversifying and helping the leader- o: fo-
morrv'w become better more tolerant and
aw are citizens is such an unimportant n
cet ot Texas commitment to hiche: exiuca-
tion Iam glad to be out ot the I T<»-Itm
Thanks tor helping me make m\ dcci-vi
as to what graduate schv\wl I don t want to
arend
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English or indoctrination”

Predtctablv  Ebe Drily rex.:-: mi--c- the
ixxnt about E30t> the freshman comgqx'si-
tion course which the Enge-'i department
wants to turn into a course or racism and
sexism Says Randy Kennedy in his edito-
rial of Julv 19 ( Crash Cour-v r.W
changes should g»t a trial run 0 o pei-
nen ts have agreed with supporter-
that educating students on racism a i.i -v\
ism is a n.obie coa: . Whv then arc thcv
not willing tw give the course at least a
semester s chance? Asone ot the*-cxrs
of A Statement of Academic Concern [
can certamlv fell you »h» I m not willing

Ne- education is a noble goal But tin
indextnnatton n b;-Cv'tr\ is iiv't Gr»'iuto-
tor suspecting that the new fcAV is de-
-igned tv'r the latter not the former are
more than adequate Consider the defini-
tion or racism offered in the rexttxvk or gi
nally chosen tv'r the new E.W racism v
are told 1i- not wust racml prejudice bet
prejudice plus jxnver Get it? White-
you see have power blacks don’t lhu-
eas the author kind!» explains tv'r whit» -
tv' hate black- is raci-t but tor bLK-- to
hate whites i- not racist.

Vshat we have here is an example or the
manipulation of definitions m orvier to at

white or black
mean by educa!
and sexism? Is

jufigiiace rv ex
mstmcting -tu»
r irtnf*v -¢ Tet






