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Writing Right
Keep focus on composition

A fter studying the undergraduate writing program for more than a 
\ ear, a University Council committee determined that college stu­
dents just w eren't learning how to write anymore. These findings 

led the UC, at its Monday meeting, to approve the committee's proposal 
that undergraduate writing curriculum and requirements be substantially 
changed.

The proposal includes 13 recom m endations. Som e of them, such as 
using graduate students to help faculty evaluations of student writing or 
strengthening the undergraduate writing requirement, seem like reason­
able methods of improving the University's writing curriculum. But the 
proposal contains one ob jectionable suggestion: that all UT courses 
should feature m ore writing assignments.

The idea of a composition quota for each and every course at this gar­
gantuan University is both laughable and impractical. First, it is doubtful 
that paper assignments for, say, physical education or equipment-orient­
ed engineering classes would significantly contribute to anyone's under­
standing of the subject matter. By being being forced to wrrite a paper 
about aerobic exercise, a student may indeed exercise his writing skills, 
but his physical ability to aerobicize will not be any better.

Second, many professors on this campus are simply not trained, pre­
pared, or accustomed to instruct students in composition. As Students' 
Association President Eric Bradley put it, "I don't want my calculus pro­
fessor trying to teach me to write."

It's unreasonable for the UC to push for an increase in writing assign­
ments for all UT courses when professors dedicated to teaching composi­
tion and academic structures geared toward improving student writing 
skills already exist.

The University formed the Department of Rhetoric and Composition 
last year in order to improve student ability and the quality of instruction 
in the field of writing. It is the job of that department and its professors to 
teach all undergraduates the rudiments of decent writing.

Additionally, every student at this University must take at least six 
w riting-com ponent hours. Professors of writing component classes are 
necessarily  experienced at teaching com position. Their assignments 
attempt to make students remember their lessons in composition and as 
such reinforce the primary instruction provided by rhetoric and composi­
tion.

If the UC really wants to see student writing ability improve, it should 
not attempt to spread the responsibility for composition instruction all 
over cam pus. It should instead use the good resources available and 
increase undergraduate requirem ents for rhetoric and composition or 
writing component classes.

—  Jennifer DeLay

Diversify UT English program
I

t is time for the University to make some seri­
ous changes in the Departm ent of English. 
Since the proposal to introduce multicultural 

m aterials in the English 306 curricu lum  was 
abandoned, the University's English Department 
has creatively developed a negative, propagan­
d ists  presentation of black literature.

Every day I walk into my black literature class 
to learn about the lazy, enslaved, sorry American 
Negro. All of the class materials portray African- 
American men in a pathetic state. It's discourag­
ing. But what really makes it interesting is to see 
the "oh-no-I'm -not-racist-becau se-I'm -taking- 
this-class" white students debate and critique the 
nature of the black man, while most black stu­
dents remain silent, tired of defending their self- 
worth.

And then the comparative research papers are 
the best. They illu strate the central them e of 
w eakness and insu fficiency  am ong the black  
male characters in such novels as A Raisin in the 
Sun  by Lorraine Hansberry and The Dutchman  
and The Slave by LeRoi Jones.

Where are the heroes? W here are the super­
men? Where is the rounded scope of a person s 
individuality? W here are  the strong fam ilies? 
Where are the positives of being bom  black?

Such positive books can be found right around 
the com er from the U niversity  at an A frican- 
American bookstore called FolkTales, which sells 
great novels o f love, tr iu m p h s, su ccess and 
restoration.

Despite the existence of positive black litera­
ture, the UT D epartm ent of English seem s to

Zionists hypocritical
Elan Vorzm an's Firing Line  letter 

(M arch 21) is sym ptom atic of the 
remarkable hypocrisy of the Zionist 
view p oint regard ing the Hebron 
massacre. Vorzman and the Jewish 
N a t io n a lis ts /Z io n is ts  have 
absolutely no place at a mourning 
for the m u rd ered  w orsh ip ers of 
Hebron, for the simple reason that 
the massacre was a direct result of 
the very p o licies that he and his 
group advocate.

Israe li arm y o fficers  adm itted  
after the slaughter that the policy of 
Israeli solders in Palestine (often 
called the W est Bank) is to never 
fire at a Jew ish settler, even if the 
settler is firing at Palestinians. Set­
tlers are allowed to carry whatever 
weapons they wish, and indiscrimi­
nately play God w ith the lives of 
the unarmed Palestinian residents, 
w hose lives carry no value in the 
so-called "justice" system of Israel. 
The Palestinians are often prevent­
ed from w orship ing at m osques, 
schools and universities are arbi­
trarily  closed for years at a time, 
and Palestinian homes are routinely 
demolished if a household member 
is suspected (not convicted) of ter­
rorist activity.

I have heard nothing from Israeli 
nationalists regarding the funda­
mental disregard for human rights 
th a t p re c ip ita te d  the m assacre ; 
ra th er, V orzm an w ould have us 
believe that Baruch Goldstein was a 
lo n e  e x trem ist. M em bers of the 
Z ion ist m ovem ent have no more 
place at a mourning for the victims 
in H eb ro n  th at m em b ers of the 
NRA have at a m ourning for vic­
tims of gun violence in America.

A h H. Shah 
Biology senior

Partnership bias unfair
The recent attem pts by the reli­

gious right to justify opposition to 
the dom estic partner initiative on 
g ro u n d s th a t it w ould  co st too  
much m oney are disingenuous. If 
these guardians of the public purse 
w ere truly concerned for the tax­
pay ers' m oney th ey  would press 
for the abolition of the religious tax 
exem ption. Taxing the prime real 
estate that churches occupy would 
generate far more income than cov­
ering  a few  em p lo y ees  p artn ers 
would cost.

M arriag e and re lig io n  should

have to compete in the free market­
p lace  of id eas, s tru c tu re s  and 
phil o so p h ies. P hony ap p eals to 
nearly universal financial worries 
are a thin disguise to cloak argu­
m ents based  on p re ju d ic e  that 
would not stand the harsh light of 
intellectual scrutiny.

Tom Cuddy 
Austin resident

So long to the SWC
Being an alumnus of The Univer­

sity of Texas at Austin, BBA 1935, I 
w ish to add my tw o cents to the 
controversy of the apparent demise 
of the Southwest Conference. As an 
ardent sports fan, I have followed 
the "ups and downs" of the Long­
horns for som e 60 years. Vivid in 
my memories are the many games 
th at drew  th e a tten tio n  of the 
national sports media to the SWC, 
and in particular, to the Longhorns 
and the "Eyes of Texas."

However, since it is apparent that 
there will no longer be a Southwest 
Conference, I would like to add to 
the transition  by suggesting that 
the term Longhorn be dropped and 
the team  be know n as the Texas 
C ru sa d e rs ; and p erh ap s Texas 
A&M drop the term "Aggies" and 
be know n as the Texas A&M 
"Avengers." Longhorns are a thing 
of the past as are the Army boots 
and saber.

T h e  w h o le  co n tro v ersy , of 
course, is that of money, money, TV 
money. As to what will happen to 
our form er foes — allies — Rice, 
SM U, TCU and H ouston is any­
o n e 's  guess. They w ill probably  
add a few other "strays" and all get 
together in som e com er and play 
the game of "pennv-ante" poker.

So , I 'l l  a d ju st m y self and  get 
ready for the 21st century by sitting 
in my rocking chair in front of the 
TV set and watch my Texas C ru­
saders play Iowa State. To p ara­
phrase the words of a great Army 
general of the past —  "Old alumni 
never die, they just fade away."

Ray Welhausen 
UT alumnus

Trust me, he's wrong
Since Michael Trust has succeed­

ed in exposing the evil conspiracy 
at the Centers for Disease Control, I 
w onder what light he could shed 
on th e  K en n ed y  a ssa ss in a tio n  
Trust condem ns the "rad ica ls" at

the CDC for redefining the defini­
tion of AIDS to include HIV-posi­
tive patients who are exhibiting the 
first symptoms of full-blown AIDS. 
Michael, get a freakin' life! I guess 
it's not enough for you that these 
HIV-positive individuals will most 
likely die if a cure is not found, but 
now you want to ease your con ­
science by claiming that they don't 
exist. Lower CDC numbers would 
make it much easier to cut research 
funding, wouldn't it?

If the CDC is insidiously inflating 
the numbers for the United States, 
are they also controlling the media 
reports from Haiti, Africa and other 
areas of the world where AIDS has 
reached epidemic proportions? My, 
my, those CDC people are sinister 
little weasels, aren't they? AIDS is a 
p roblem  w ith w hich our society  
must com e to grips. Until Trust and 
others like him succeed in eliminat­
ing the reproductive drive from all 
h u m ans a n d /o r  co n v in ce  every  
person in the world to forgo the 
intimacy and pleasure of sex, AIDS 
and other less-fatal sexually trans­
mitted diseases are problems to be 
addressed, not ignored.

T r u s t 's  "a r t ic le "  d isp la y s  the 
fam iliar conservative, asinine atti­
tude of "let's burv our heads in the 
sand and it will all go away." Trust 
states that those who are most sus­
c e p tib le  to co n tra ctin g  the HIV 
virus are "prostitutes, drug users, 
and hom osexuals" - he is wrong. 
Any individual who has unprotect­
ed sex (even married couples) is at 
risk to contract the HIV virus. That 
is not a scare tactic; it is the plain 
and simple truth. Everyone who is 
sexually active is at risk.

Mr. Trust, to quote a famous line 
from  D esign in g  W om en , ' " I f  God 
were handing out sexually trans­
mitted diseases as punishment for 
sin, you would be at the free clinic 
all the time."

The U n iv ersity  D em o crats 
en co u ra g e  ev e ry o n e  to  ed u cate  
th e m se lv es  ab o u t A ID S. T h is 
Wednesday, March 23, we are pre­
sen tin g  sexual health  ed u cation  
coordinator Jamie Shutter. Shutter's 
topic w ill be "T h e  P ersonal and 
P o lit ic a l Im p act of A ID S ."  The 
meeting is at 7 p.m. in UTC 4.124, 
and w e en co u rag e  ev e ry o n e  to 
attend Don't bury your head in the 
sand; your life is too important.

Erin L. Davis 
Secretary-treasurer, 

University Democrats

Kimberley Jones
TEXAN COLUMNIST

Where are the heroes? Where are 
the supermen? Where is the 
rounded scope of a person’s indi­
viduality? Where are the strong 
families? Where are the positives 
of being born black?

support a negative, one-sided view of African- 
Americans. Imagine that someone taught a class 
only about the writings of Ku Klux Klan mem­
bers and serial killers and called it Caucasian Lit­
era tu re E 666 . M ost w ould be ou traged  and 
amazed. Well, the similar treatment of black liter­
ature here at the University is just as upsetting.

Who wants to go to class and have a paid pro­
fessor validate racist views of the black m an? 
Who wants to hear three times a week that for 
more than 400 years the black man was victim­
ized and now can only react robot-like to that 
victimization? How can a black student succeed 
if the "hierarchy" is telling him he is a victim, 
that he is nothing and never will be because of 
the system? You are only a victim if you let your­
self be one.

The UT English Department is considered one

of the best in the nation. It is now time to own up 
to that label. Faculty and students should stop 
clouding the m ulticultural issue by labeling it 
politically correct; this is not an issue of politics 
but of truth in history. The face of Am erica is 
changing rapidly, and whites will be ill-prepared 
for the 21st century if they don't learn to respect 
and understand other cultures and the full histo­
ry of this country.

It is also time for the English D epartm ent to 
stop claiming that it has not introduced a broad­
er m ulticu ltural curriculum  because it cannot 
find educators with the proper skills and train­
ing. That is a joke. Everyone knows that Ameri­
can s w ork  for the a lm ig h ty  d o llar. If  eth n ic  
aw aren ess is in the job  d escrip tion  and p ay ­
checks depend on that new skill, they will leam.

This entire debate over cultural studies is remi­
niscent of one civil rights battle of the late 1960s. 
A labam a G ov. G eorge W allace in sisted  that 
Negro children wouldn't attend all-white schools 
and physically blocked a doorway to keep them 
out. He clouded the argument and brought up 
unrelated issues to make his point.

Today there are many George Wallaces block­
ing the doorway for the full integration of black 
history into the UT curriculum. They too cloud 
the discussion and confuse the issue. It is up to 
the University to decide whether to keep a lock 
on the door by  p ro p ag atin g  n eg ativ e  racial 
stereotypes and muddled debate or to get out of 
the doorway.

Jones is a government senior.

Rush no help
A fter hearing my teen-age nephew praise Rush 

Limbaugh recently, I realized that, if Limbaugh 
really is "the most dangerous man in America," 

he is ultimately more of a threat to conservatives than 
to so-called liberals.

Limbaugh is correct in arguing that our judicial sys­
tem is too soft on crime, that our welfare system invites 
long-term dependency and that there are far too many 
self-proclaimed victims in our society who wallow in 
self-pity rather than rising to meet the many challenges 
life presents. But he's absolutely wrong in oversimpli­
fying com plex issues, encouraging h is listen ers to 
stereotype and label others, thereby reducing people to 
simple cartoon characters who are either all good or all 
bad, and in portraying anyone outside his conservative 
camp as a babbling, subversive "liberal."

Few things are as simple as Limbaugh would have 
us believe. Our crippling federal deficit is not merely a 
sym ptom  of congressional 
lib e r a ls  run am ok, bu t 
instead is primarily a result 
o f u n p reced en ted  d e fic it  
sp en d in g  in itia ted  by the 
Reagan administration and 
rubber-stamped by a Demo­
cra tica lly  dom inated  co n ­
gress.

F u rth erm o re , A d o lf 
H itle r , Joe  M cC a rth y ,
Richard Nixon and Jim m y 
S w a g g a rt o ffer su ff ic ie n t 
proof that those on the right 
do not hold a monopoly on 
morality. Much of the moral 
decay in our society, in fact, 
is less a m atter of chu rch  
attendance or party affilia­
tio n  th an  a sy m p tom  of 
widespread, voracious pur­
suit of money and self-grati­
fication  — a p u rsu it w ith  
w hich m ost con servatives 
are easily as preoccupied as 
anyone else.

Lim baugh endangers us 
all by engendering am ong 
his listeners an attitude of 
almost complete intolerance 
o f  o th e rs ' v iew s. H isto ry  
shows that intolerance and 
stereotyping from any political perspective are danger­
ous. It's not that much of a leap from labeling someone 
you don't even know a "liberal" or "fem inazi" to label­
ing someone a "nigger" or "kike."

There are perfectly legitimate reasons that all Ameri­
cans do not walk, talk and think alike. More often than 
not it has been those who refused to conform  to the 
co n se rv a tiv e  sta tu s qu o  w ho have b ro u g h t forth  
mankind's more important and beneficial innovations.

But Limbaugh also harms conservatives by encour­
aging them to chase after liberal bogeymen, who are 
su p p o sed ly  re sp o n sib le  for all the w o rld 's  w oes, 
instead of acknowledging complex issues for what they 
are and addressing them forthrightly. By w riting off 
anyone whq disagrees with him as a "liberal," he alien-

to dittoheads
Gary Hartman
GUEST COLUMNIST

ates the largest sector of the American electorate —  
those who consider themselves politically moderate.

M ost of these moderates are hardworking, taxpay­
ing, law-abiding Americans who resent having morals 
imposed upon them by the right or the left. Most are 
sophisticated enough to consider various opinions on 
an issue and make their decision accordingly.

Despite its sound and fury, the right is still a minori­
ty in this country, as indicated by a 60 percent vote 
against a sitting Republican president and m ajority 
support for stronger gun control and the continued 
availability of legalized abortion.

If c o n se rv a tiv e s  tru ly  
hope to advance their poli­
c ies, they should  win the 
su p p o rt o f  the m o d era te  
majority. Limbaugh and his 
supporters may enjoy some 
im m ed ia te  g ra tif ic a t io n  
from bashing those outside 
their circle, but they should 
recognize that this, much as 
the b om bin g  of w o m en 's  
clinics or the takeover of the 
R epublican convention by 
the re lig io u s  r ig h t, o n ly  
u n d e rm in e s  the su p p o rt 
they  need from  m od erate 
Americans.

I would never encourage 
my nephew to abandon his 
convictions or to be unques- 
tioningly tolerant of others' 
p o s itio n s , but I w ould 
rem ind him  that there are 
always at least two sides to 
any issue. I would urge him 
to listen with a careful and 
critical ear to anyone on the 
rig h t, le ft or m id d le  w ho 
c la im s  to  be 100 p e rce n t 
right about everything all 
the tim e, but w ho stren u ­
ously avoids having anyone 

challenge him in an open forum. If your argument is 
sound, it will only be strengthened though debate and  ̂
discussion.

Limbaugh uses data selectively to promote a specific 
agenda. This is, ironically, the very thing his claims to 
have set out to correct in the " lib e ra l"  m ainstream  
media. He has raised to new heights the type of doom 
and gloom predictions about our country that Reagan 
and Bush so fervently denounced.

Could it be that Limbaugh is actually an agent of the 
left who's been sent to distract conservatives from real 
issues and further separate the right from mainstream 
America?

Hartman is a graduate student in History.
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