'"Texan' goes
U K e i editorial bv xevir

mnted tv> an ad homi-

niv motives that might

lessen mv effectiveness in the current effv'rt tv'
K. ifie nonficiTinv L#E306 freshman Eng-
lish. The editorial so maligned mv character
ana distorted mv recc'fvi that I called Mr.
McHargue, wno granttx * this -pace for uv de-

His allegation that in H-ss lcynically sv'ught
to abolish the very coupse lam now endeavor-
ing 8. protect omitted a crucial fact: ! ano other
English professors were then advocating anoth-
er, more rigorv'us reviuired composition course
beyxme the level ot E30b.

lhat course evvnved uyto the present E.-U>e-
ries ano I taught several pilot sections of one
version E30*H (The Writing PrvKess t dem-
onstrate its effectiveness- 1 \e course renaame'd
an elective, despite out efforts tw interest the'
Universitv in its value, t»ut f5? Mcllargue to sav
that 1am opposed to mitrcxiuctorv co.tnpv>sitH»n
courses on the basis ot cv'tnplex decisions maeie
five vears ago is immeriselv unfair t my av'-
vsctivons abv'Ut the impvwrtanev wf instruction in
writing -N -

McHargue is contemf'tuous vf mv efforts tv’
alert "anvone ci-c with a printing press and a
post ottice box about trle pv'tentiai tv'r mdoctri-
natio*» in the new F30b Iike it or nv>t, hv>we\ew,
the Luiversitv a pub iv universitv supportt'vi
’V obiigatv»rv taxt's.

Texans have a right ' know how their mon-
tes for instruction are t»eing spent \s tor en-
oiosme mv curriculum Vitae with mv letters to
the evbtvwrs, 1 made this gesture to shv>w that I
have instructed 24 -ections ot evurse's empha-
sizing writing skills, 15 ot them at the k'vver-
dix tston level, -inee arriving at the Universitv

1hi- Ivt'raet’ ot iriinrv oran vine' such course'
tvr vear shvyws an utntsuul cv'mmitment tv
CotnfX'sttion and vvntine-cvvmponent courses
tor a specia st m American literature teaching
at a research -orientecl institution.

McHargue - editorial stated that the sides
remain the same as ini the 1°85 debate about
desirable directions foir English composition
but this tvx>, s. not true John Rus/kiew o i anvi
M ixme Hairsto ¢ for exampie signers of the
recently published Statement vf Vcademic
Concetn. wor?, never mv allies’ in the 1985
cv>ntrvwversvr. But lv»sepl” Kruppa nvw English
chairman, decidevllv ivas.

In mvvking mw attituide k'warvi graduate stu-
dents who took out an advertisement to protest
English Department policies in 1985 Met largue
neglects to mention that I was the I tvglish grad-

too far in debating E306

Alan Gribben
GUEST COLUMNIST

The Texan could create a
more healthv climate for cam-
pus debate by abandoning this
obsession with faculty mem-
bers alleged motives.

uate studies chair then and that it wis mv re
sponstbilitv to maintain a dialogue Yjth those
students and to develop undergraduate courses
that would not diminish their opportunities to
receive classroom teaching experience

His remarks falsely make it appear that I in-
jected mvself into a situation with which I had
no involvement.

I know that it has been disconcerting tor -tu
dents and Texan editorial writers to watch the
English faculty have a public dispute about
TAV. It is probably tempting to believe that one
side of the issue, represented bv the appointed
officers of the department and their dean, em-
bodies political courage and virtue.

But consider the fate of someone like me who
opposes the readings and emphasis in a ver-
sion of E30t> redesigned to studv American rac-
ism and sexism. Iundertook this dissent reluc-
tantly, with the realization that mine would not
be a popular opinion. I knew nn opponents to
be eery worthy people so I tried to keep this
dispute on the level of the issues involved, the
principles at stake and the inaccessibility of the

mvstery packet of readings

Aet Texan editorialists have scofted at my
misgivings as 'ideologically mot vated whines
and complaints *( No Thanks, The Daily Tex
art Tune 27) and have hinted that the *argu-
ment" of "Gribben and company' actually
"rests on a lie ( Grash Course The Daily Tex
an, luly Uo McHargue s editorial completed
this picture b\ falsely alleging that to Gribben

. it i- better to have no freshman composition
course at all than to have one with a central
theme

Hie Texan a>uld create a more healthv climate
tor campus debate by abandoning this obses-
sion with facultv members alleged motives In-
deed its editorial writers need to accustom
themselves to a habit ot tolerating true intellec-
tual dissent.

Some Texan writer- ma\ perceive dissenting
valor onlv in mobs of student hecklers leering
at a universitv president on the steps of the

Main Building But in reality a more arduous
test of mettle - to be an outnumbered professor
conscientiously trying to resist sloganistic dog-
mas surrounding the hallowed shibboleth of
"multi», ulturalism

This means subnxitting vou mse’f tv' pilk'rying
bv Texan editorialists whv' ch,'Lmc -ivies and will
rot recognize that there i- a place for the vie-
tense of acade me standards

Bv intimidating facumv a1x>enters The Texan
fails tv remind the campus con'munity that uni-
versifies m »re than .1l othe societal institu-
tions should instill a respect tor rational dis-
course and skeptical reflecticyn anvi never
relv on character assas sinativ>n or be swaved bv
mindless crowd-chants in considering policy
decisions

All of this becomes especially important be-
cause the I nghsh Department at the Univ ersity
is likelv to be newsworthy again as the next
academic vear unfold-. Fifty English professors
have already asked for a departmental meeting
to introduce an Ethnic and Third World variant
of the required -ophomore Ma-terworks ot Lit-
eratvire course E316K change the status of
EMil topics sections to makt them count as
the equivalent of E3lex and strengthen "eth-
nic representation in the uppv r-division curric-
ulum of the English [Department "

In addition the English chairman ha- ap-
pointed a committee containing very few tradi-
tionalists to studv the English major and to
suggest possible changes Since these agendas
potentially raise the k nds of coercive political
issues that have plagued the reconstitution ot
I xV, the English facultv will predictably dis
cu-- first departmental and then openly fa-
miliar questions.

\Will students be taught to read and wsrite
onlv about oppression? Should politics perme
ate the English classroom? It i- even conceiv-
able that we will ultimately proceed to divide
English into two UT department- — a politi-
cizes! department ot Critical Theory and cul-
tural Studies and a traditional department ot
English Literature and Language

In the middle of one ot the most vital debates
ever to confront higher education in the
humanities 7The ’exan serves the entire commu-
nity badlv when its editorials ignore the intel-
lectual -ubstance of fundamental differences ot
facultv opinion while maliciously pugning
an individual willing to defend traditional stud-
ies and the concept st academic excellence.

! thank Kevin McHargue for providing this
space to right a journa stic wrong.

Gribben is a professor of English.



