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Since the pregent foofarew sbout Freshnen English sbtrilics me
a3 an essentlelly useless exercise in public relations, I heave
uasted ne time on mectings after the first bub have submifted wny
one stotenent, in writing, to cheairman and dean. The ineptness,
houever, of the roport by the Comittes on Aduissions end Regige
Sratio n conpels on open answer,

Froposal 3 from that committee is "Ghat the present BEnplish
placcment test (ECT) be replaced by the Test for /sief/ Standard
Uritten Snzlish." The explanation assures us both that ":he
TSWE o o o 18 & writben test, not a rmltiple choice test," and
that 1t could be adminisbtered nore conveniently than the ECT, An
attached erratuneslip retracts the sitatement that the TSWE is Wa,
written test™ but discovers another advantage in its use: "Ibs ade
vantage is that it makes far greater discrininations anong those
students whose skills are below the national average, Since onew
third of our freshmen fall into this category, the TSUE will help
ug better assess the character of our atudent audiense.?

Ie is typieal but still distressful that the cormitibee should
initially recormend the TSWE ulthout lmowin: what it is., It is
sven nmore distressiul that the commlttce's "corrected" argument
ignorss the foect that the test has becn sharply eriticized as
Srossly wnsuited to just the imind of student for vhom the comriltbtes
recorriends it. '

In its leaflet "About the SAT and the Test of Stondard Uritton
Pnglish," the kducational Pesting Service in 1977 dGescribed the
I3W2 as a thirty-ninute tost containing rifty multiple-cholce quose
tiong. "Ho question on the test aslks you to define grarmetical
Leris o o o Or to identify correct spelling or cepitalization., And
in only a few questions are punctuatilon marks . » » imporbant in
eppiving at the answer.” Instead, the TSWE asks students to sniff
cut the errors in ertificial nonstrosities ("The Secrebary of State.
&g well as the other merbers of the cabinet, were swmwoned suddeniy
bo the bedsids of the alling President®™) or to decide that (a)
“Szreh Bernhardt, the world-famous actress, was born in 18LL" is
the best of the proposed "corrections" for the sentence~Lragrnent

(p ) ur .
\5) "The world-famous actress, Saroh Bernhards, born in 1000,

When the TSWE was proposed by HTS/CDEB as & twoeyear exporiment
(uhich everybody lnew would be made pertianent), it was irwedistely
eitacked for centering attention on superficialities, and the LC!'s




went so far as to denounce the test in a resclution. Harvey Danw
iels of lorthuestern edded a denunciatory editorial in the Bazlish
Journal (September, 197l.); and the Association of Writing Super-
visors at the City University of llew York (CAWS) published a de-
tailed eriticlsnm in CCC for October of 176, The heart of the cri-
ticism is the argument that the TSWE is indeed unsuited to pre-
cilgely the kind of student for vhom our cormitiee recormoends it,
The CAWS statement is duly listed in %An Annotated Bibliogrophy

on Testing"” which our committee ought surely to have knowm, since

i% appeared in CCC as recenitly as last Deccmber and szince it is
one result of eitorts by a cormibttee inecluding Corlota Cardonas

de DuyeX., AL the end of that bibliography one cen also find the
i1Gts "Resolution on Testing" (April 4, 1978), which includss the
Tolloving statewent as its Tourth iten:

Before 1mltiple=-choioce or so-called objJective tests
are used, the complexities involved in such tesbing

shall be carefully considered. Ibst important, those
tests shall be exauined to determine uhother thoy are
appropriate to the ianbended purpose,

Bui our Committee on Admissions and Reglstration desorves no
special condemmabions its irresponsibility is typical. The "Re«
quirenienta Team," for exwarple, rovorts that Dean Silber wanted to
reduce the Snglish requirement ®as ECT seores rosc townrd the snd
off the 1960 's.® The fact is thot while the Deants office wog ree
rorting an exerption-rate of tuwo-thirds or better, the actunl rate
was less than 25%; students were not even beling required to take
the exemptlion exam. Ibre generally, if the experience of the past
fifteon years has proved snything, i1t has nroved that neither the
fnzlish Dopartuent nor the aduinistration will do what wuld be
needed to nalke the required composition courses worth requiring.
Barping a niraculous procession of sinnsrs to the nmourning~bench,
the only roasonable decision is %o ubolish the requirenent.

"o o o Or got off the pot® (ADE Bulletin, February, 1977)e We
are still grunting and groaning unproductively.

James Sledd




