George F. Will

Radical Englishv' -

At the University of Texas in Austin, as on
campuses across the country, freshmen are hook-

ing up their stereos and’buckiing down to the.

business of learning what they should have
learned in high school—particularly English com-
position. Thousands of young Texans will take
English 306, the only required cotrse on compo~
_ sition, The simmering controversy about that

course illustrates the political tenslons that com-
plicate, dilute and sometimes. defeat higher edu-
cation today.

Last summer an attempt was made to give a
uniform political toplc and text to all sections of
E306. It was decided that all sections would read
“Racism and Sexism,” an anthology of writings
with a pronounced left-wing slant,

The text explains that a nonwhite “may dis-
criminate against white people or even hate
~ them,” but cannot be called “racist.” The book's

editor, a New Jersey.sociologist, sends her stu-
dents to make “class analysls of shopping malls.”
“They go to a boutiquey mall and a mall for the
masses, 1 have them count how many public
tollets are in each, and bring back samples of the
toilet paper. It makes class distinctions visible.”

After some faculty members protested the
subordination of instruction to political Indoc-
trination, that text was dropped and the declsion
about recasting E306 was postponed until next
year, But the pressure is on for political content,
thinly disguised under some antiseptlc course
title such as “Writing About Difference—Race
and Gender."

, (oppression of the working class), eo the first task
of “ " This

“The troubles at Texas
are, as yet, mild. But the
trajectory is visible:
down.”

Such skirmishes in the curriculum wars occur
because campuses have become refuges for radi-
cals who want universities to be as thoroughly
politiclzed. as they are. Like broken records
stashed in the nation's attic in 1968, these
politicized professors say: - )

America is oppressive, imposing subservience
on varlous victim groups. The culture is perme-
ated with raciam, sexism, heterosexism, classism

universitles [s “consclousness- 5
done with “diversity education,” which often is an

attempt to produce Intellectual unlformity by

promulgating political erthodaxy, :
Such “value clarification” alms at the moral

. reformation of young people who are presumed

to be burdened with “false consclousness” as a
result of being ralsed within the “hegemony” of
America's “self-perpetunting power structure.”.
The wijversities’ bnprimatur is implicitly be-
stowed on a particular view.of American history,
a political agenda and specific groups deemed
authoritative regarding race, sex, class, ete, ~ -

- " erating on campuses, con
. ness seminars” and other “gensitivity training.”

This orthodoxy ‘Is relnforced—and en-

* forced~—by codes of conduct called “anti-harass-
ment” codes, under which designated groups of

victims are protected fromi whatever they decide
offends them, To cure the offensiveness of oth-

. ers, therapists. and thought police are prolif-

ducting “racial aware-

These moral tutors have a professional inter-
est in the' exacerbation of group tenslons, to
which' university. administrations contribute by
allowing, even encouraging, the Balkanization of
campus life, This is done by encouraging group

identities~—black dorms, women's. centers, gay '

studies, etc, .

The stajus of victim iy coveted as a soitrce of
moral dignity and political power, 8o nerves are”
rubbéd raw by the’ competitive cultivation of :
grievances. The.more brittle campus relations .
N become, the more ‘aggressive motal therapy -

"~ becomes, making matters worse. .

The attempt to purmp E306 full of politica is a
manifestation of a notion common on campuses;
every acadenic activity must have an amellora-
tive diménslon, reforming soclety-and assuaging
this or that group's grievance
13 but a short step down the slippery slope to this

iden; all educatlon, all culture, is political, “ it

should be explicitly so, . -

~ And any academic- purpose is secondary to
political consclousnéss-ralsing. The classroom s
an “arena .of struggle,” and teaching showld be

, From that idea, it

grounded in the understanding that even teaching
English composition is a political activity,
Recently at the University of Michigan, a
teacher's description of a freshman composition
course said that writing skills should be learned
“In connection to social and political contexts” 8o
val] of the readings I have selected focus on Latin
America, with the emphasis on the U.S, govern-
ment's usually detrimental role in Latin American
politics . ., . damning commentary on the real
meaning of U.S. ideology . . . responsibility for -
‘our’ government’s often brutal treatment of , . *
And s0 on, ’ C
This, remember, for a course on compasition, -
But, then, the teacher s candid about sacrificing
wrriting: skills to indoctrination; “Lots of reading .
. » » Consequently, I will assign considerable [sic]
Jess writing than one would normally expect. . .
On other campuses, Wwriting requirements are
reduced to the mere writing of a journal, a-
virtually standardless exercise in  “sell-
expresslon” that “empowers” students. This. s
regarded as political liberation because rules; of
and elements of style are “political™
stratagems relnforcing the class structure to the
disadvantage of the underclass, which has its own
rich and authentic modes of expression from the
streets, - : C
So it goes on many campuses, The troubles at-
Texas are, as yet, mild. But the trajectory is

_visible: down. So is the destination: political

indoctrination supplanting educatlon,




