
NEW DELHI, India — Three sus­
pected Sikh extremists tiring ma­
chine guns burst into a City Council 
office Wednesday and killed a 
prominent politician who was a 
close friend of the prime minister. A 
bodyguard also was slain and six 
people were reported wounded.

Slain Councilman Arjun Dass, 46, 
was a Hindu and a member of the 
Congress Party of Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. Gandhi called an 
emergency meeting to review secur­
ity in New Delhi.

In Punjab state, which has been 
beset with Sikh violence for more 
than a year, two terrorists riding a 
motor scooter opened fire in an in­
dustrial area of Jalandhar dty. Po­
lice in the northern state said two 
people were injured, but gave no 
further details.

A series of coordinated attacks 
Tuesday by Sikh extremists in Pun­
jab villages took the lives of four 
Hindus and injured 12 others. 
Hindus are a religious majority in all 
of India except the Punjab.

Authorities believed the spate of 
violence was intended to sabotage 
Punjab's Sept. 25 elections, which 
are being boycotted by Sikh mili­
tants.

Officials responded by ordering a 
dusk-to-dawn curfew on a section 
of Punjab's border with Pakistan. 
An official announcement said the 
curfew would remain in force until 
Sept. 30.

The curfew was imposed to "pre­
vent entrance or exit of disruptive 
elections in the wake of the coming 
elections," according to an official 
statement.

Dass, a member of the Delhi Met­
ropolitan Council, was named by 
civil liberties groups as one of 16 
Congress Party leaders who al­
legedly instigated anti-Sikh riots af­
ter the assassination last Oct. 31 of 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

At least 2,700 people died in the 
four-day riots, including almost 
2,000 Sikhs in New Delhi alone.

Another Congress Party politician 
linked to the riots, national lawmak­
er Lalit Maken, was assassinated at 
his home July 31.

No arrests have been made. Po­
lice said they did not know whether 
Dass was slain because of his re­
ported role in the riots or as part of 
attempts to undermine elections for 
a new 117-member Punjab legisla­
ture and 13 seats in the national Par­
liament.

Punjab has been run directly by 
the federal government since its 
state government was dismissed in 
October 1983 for failing to check 
Sikh terrorism.

Witnesses said Dass' killers 
shouted, "Khalistan Zindabad," or 
"Long live Khalistan," the name 
Sikh separatists want to give an in­
dependent nation in Punjab.

Police on Wednesday night re­
leased photographs of four men, 
three bearded and turbaned and 
one clean-shaven. A television an­
nouncer said the four, who were 
not named, were believed involved 
in a number of crimes, but he did 
not say they were suspects in the 
slaying of Dass.

The clean-shaven man was Lai 
Singh, a Sikh terrorist wanted by 
the FBI on charges of plotting to kill 
Rajiv Gandhi during the Indian 
leader's visit to the United States in 
June. Indian police also were seek­
ing Lai Singh in connection with 
Maken's death.

September sundial
Late afternoon shadows signal the end of another work day as two employees leave the Federal Building at Eighth Street and San Jacinto Boulevard Wednesday.

Kelly Pace/Daily Texan Staff

English sequence proposal gets mixed reaction
By DEBRA MULLER 
and REBECCA NEVERS
Daily Texan Staff

Early reaction from English De­
partment faculty concerning a pro­
posal to restructure the sequence of 
required English courses appears to 
be favorable, although many teach­
ers said they had not yet reviewed 
the document.

"The general proposal sounds 
very good to me," said Maurine 
McElroy, associate professor of Eng­
lish and English Department under­
graduate advisor. "I've heard en­
thusiastic comments."

Evan Carton, associate professor 
of English, said the proposal proba­
bly will be well-received by tne fac­
ulty. "I think that, on the whole, 
the English Department faculty will 
be in support of the proposal."

The proposal was distributed to 
faculty members Friday, but many

department members said they had 
not studied the proposal enough to 
form a firm opinion.

The proposal will be discussed in 
a department meeting Wednesday, 
and faculty members will partici­
pate in a mail ballot with a voting 
deadline of Sept. 18.

Under the proposal, drafted by 
the E 346K Committee during the 
summer, a freshman rhetoric and 
composition course would remain a 
requirement of the nine-hour Eng­
lish sequence, but would not be of­
fered during the regular session.

The proposal says students must 
satisfy the E 306 requirement by 
transfer, examination, a summer 
course taught at the University or a 
course through UT extension.

McElroy said she enjoys teaching 
E 306, but, "It seems to me we can 
do something better with our time 
and with our students' time."

Carton agreed, and said the ma­
jority of students will benefit from 
the broader courses they will be able 
to teach if the proposal is adopted.

"It (E 306) is a remedial course," 
he said. "It bears a great resem­
blance to eighth-grade English."

Carton said students already 
should be well acquainted with 
proper grammar and usage when 
they enter college. "IFs the equiva­
lent of asking the math department 
to teach addition, subtraction and 
multiplication."

Three new lower-division courses 
would be created under the propos­
al, including E 311, Topics in Writ­
ing; E 313, The Writing Process; and 
E 315, Thinking and Writing.

McElroy said the proposal would 
allow students to enter the Univer­
sity and focus on more advanced 
level courses rather than E 306.

"I think the writing program is

going to be stronger," McElroy said. 
"I don't think anyone is shirking re­
sponsibility."

Richard Leclercq, associate pro­
fessor of English, said he has mixed 
feelings about the proposal.

"One strong point is that rhetoric 
programs are getting scrutinized," 
Leclercq said. "I think that's good."

Leclercq said although the new 
composition courses are vague, 
they could strengthen the depart­
ment's rhetoric program. "I'd like to 
teach them," Leclercq said. '7ust 
the effort to come up with three 
new courses is good."

But Leclercq said he disagrees 
with the section of the proposal re­
moving the course from the English 
Department during the fall and 
spring semesters.

"I would hope they would teach 
it all year round," Leclercq said. He 
said if the course is required, it

Farm credit system needs outside help
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Economic 
conditions in U.S. agriculture have 
slumped so badly that the $74 bil­
lion farm credit system, the nation's 
largest farm lender, can no longer 
absorb its losses and will have to 
seek outside help, system spokes­
men said Wednesday.

The Farm Credit Administration 
board of directors met to review the 
system's woes and to dedde what 
steps, including government assist­
ance, would be needed.

Reports that the system will need 
a bailout sometime in the next two 
years represented a sharp reversal 
from the system's past public state­
ments, although officials have ad­
mitted their concern privately to 
members of Congress.

Regulators of the quasi-govem- 
mental farm lender have insisted for 
months that they had adequate 
reserves to withstand current finan­
cial problems in agriculture, and 
have been raising interest rates, 
shifting funds and streamlining op­

erations in an effort to shore up its 
financial position.

But the picture has worsened in 
recent weeks. Projections of bump­
er grain crops mean increased sur­
pluses and lower prices to farmers, 
decreasing their ability to keep up 
with loan payments. Export sales of 
farm goods continue to erode, and 
the value of farmland which is used 
for collateral still is plummeting.

"We've come to realize that the 
deterioration in agriculture has 
grown beyond the ability of (the

farm credit system) to handle it," 
system governor Donald Wilkinson 
told the Wall Street Journal. "We 
cannot absorb the losses we face."

At a news conference, Agricul­
ture Secretary John Block refused to 
say what the administration has in 
mind to help the farm credit system 
or to speculate when specific recom­
mendations might be ready.

Block said there have been several 
Cabinet-level meetings on farm 
credit and that President Reagan 
has been briefed on the problems.

"should be taught by the English 
Department."

Leclercq also said the renewal of E 
346K should include a component 
for natural science majors.

Last year the department re­
placed a technical writing class and 
an expository writing class with E 
346K, a composition course geared 
toward specific areas of interest. 
The department offered three ver­
sions of the course, including sci­
ences and technologies, social and 
behavioral sciences, and arts and 
humanities.

E 346K, which has been post­
poned for a year while the commit­
tee reviews the University's writing 
program, would be offered under 
the new proposal, but will not have 
a science and technologies compo­
nent.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Maybe this one —  Restaurant after res­
taurant has hoped for luck at the corner 
of 20th and Guadalupe Maybe the cur­
rent hopeful —  Aleta s Fajitas —  will be 
more successful. See page 23 for a re­
view of the latest cuisine offered in the 
old Night Hawk building

New AIDS deterrent to be examined by drug agency
Associated P s

WASHINGTON — A California drug com­
pany has filed the first application for approv­
al of a drug to treat people suso rtible to 
AIDS, the Food and Drug Administration
confirmed Wednesday. 

N ew p ort̂ ^^^^^H
spokeswoman Faye 
I Pharmaceuticals of I

Peterson said 
Newport Beach, 

Tuesday, asking 
Isoprinosine, a drug the 

company says can stimulate a Egging im­
mune system.

Newport said the boost to the body's natu­

ral defenses may help people with what is 
called "AIDS-related complex," a deficiency 
in the immune system coupled with the pres­
ence of antibodies to the AIDS virus.

Many scientists believe the syndrome 
precedes the development of AIDS. About 15 
percent of the people with the syndrome de-

Calif., filed its application 
permission to m ancetb^N

velopAIDS within two years.
AIDS, or acquired immune deficiency syn­

drome, kills its victims by destroying the im­
mune system, leaving the body vulnerable to 
a host of illnesses.

As of Monday, the federal Centers for Dis­

ease Control had recorded 12,932 cases of 
AIDS in adults, of whom 6,481 had died. No 
one has recovered.

Newport President Alvin Glasky said in a 
telephone interview Wednesday that the ap­
plication was based on clinical trials involving 
157 patients with the pre-AIDS syndrome that 
showed encouraging trends in preventing de­
velopment of the disease.

The number of patients is small by ordinary 
drug approval standards, and some of the re­
sults are so small in number as to be of ques­
tionable significance statistically, Glasky con­

ceded.
But, he said, the usual run of clinical trials, 

progressing in gradually larger stages and ul­
timately involving thousands of patients, 
"would take another five years to finish."

"What about the people who get AIDS in 
the meantime?" he asked. " ... The question 
is, do we wait another five years until we get 
thousands of patients?"

In the trials, a group receiving the drug for 
28 days was compared with a group that in- 
stead received a placebo, or ma^sve sub­
stance.

WEATHER
Hot and partly cloudy —  Thursday s lo­
cal forecast calls for partly cloudy skies, 
with the chance of thundershowers less 
than 20 percent. Afternoon highs wiN be 
in the upper to mxJ-90s ana southerly 
winds from 10 to 15 mph Overnight 
weather should also be partly cloudy, 
with lows in the mid-70s For complete 
local and national forecasts, see pagt 
31.
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Soviets threaten 10 deploy anti-satellite systems

Associated Press

Force had planned to carry out the first test 
of its anti-satellite weapon Wednesday but 
the Pentagon postponed it to ensure com­
pliance with requirements that Congress be 
notified.

The Tass announcement appeared timed 
to coincide with the planned test. It 
accused the United States of "taking yet an­
other step to escalate the arms race and 
spread it to space."

'Tass is authorized to state that if the 
United States holds tests of anti-satellite 
weapons against a target in outer space the 
Soviet Union will consider itself free of its

unilateral commitment not to place anti-sat­
ellite systems in space.

"The entire responsibility for the further 
development of events will rest entirely on 
the American side."

Tass said the American test is "an action 
directly leading to the commencement of 
the deployment of a new class of danger­
ous armaments — strike space weapons."

With a summit between President 
Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba­
chev scheduled for November, the Soviet 
Union has tried to focus attention on the 
question of space weapons.

The Soviet moratorium on anti-satellite 
weapons was announced to a group of vis­
iting U.S. senators by the late Kremlin lead­
er Yuri Andropov in August 1983.

Although Gorbachev met with a group of 
American senators on Tuesday, there was 
no indication he mentioned that the Tass 
announcement was due on Wednesday.

When the Soviets announced the morato­
rium two years ago, skeptics said it was a 
ploy to maintain the Soviet monopoly on 
anti-satellite systems and forestall U.S. test­
ing.

The Soviets, in nuclear arms talks in Ge­

neva, have been attempting to halt both 
tests of systems designed to destroy satel­
lites in space and research on "star wars," 
or systems designed to defend against nu­
clear missiles.

The Reagan administration announced in 
late August that it would conduct a test of 
anti-satellite weapons. The United States 
says the test and research are needed to 
match Soviet development of an anti-satel­
lite system.

Moscow has never publicly acknowl­
edged possessing a working anti-satellite 
system.

Associated Press

MOSCOW — The Soviet Union an­
nounced Wednesday it will feel free to de­
ploy anti-satellite systems in space if the 
United States conducts its planned test of 
an anti-satellite weapon.

The official news agency Tass issued a 
statement thought to have the authoriza­
tion of top Kremlin leaders saying Moscow 
would "consider itself free" to lift its 2- 
year-old moratorium on deploying anti-sat­
ellite weapons if the American test goes 
ahead.

In Washington, sources said the Air
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