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‘and mature the person, I tend to believe, sné the “good writing® will tag along

Dear Les,
Here is a diveot snd uncluttered version of the “format" thet I affirms

le Required for graduation (with no pussibility of "placing out"): Six
houre of freshmsn English, which 1s a year—long sequence of "great books" (not
confined to merely belletristic writings) that requires substantisl expository
writing about the works reads Students resd~and-write-gbout the “great books,"
and the students get most of their instruction im "rhetorie® in the murgins of their
papers, in conferances about their papers, on hand-outs deseribing the assigmments,
and on occasional clasa days devoted to past and future assigpments. The couras
has a clear, well~defined, and substantial intellectual content apart from the
Pringiples of writing per s8¢s

2o _Bequired for graduation: Thres to plx hours of upper-division Unglish
electivea, of which o more than three hours might be in & course expliocitly
devoted to rhetorical principles as a subject matter (something like our 325).

For unfortunate students who suffer from problems in lenguage usage that
are very severe (inability to write “complete mentences," severe vocabulary
deTiciencies, inability to punctuate reasonably), I would urge a computer-teumght
or selfw-paced course to bring them up to a given, itestable level off competency,

I weloome some version of collectiive grading, but I haven't thought about
it enough yet. I certainly don't went such matters to be imposed in any crude form,

In gensral, 1 distrust the panaceag that come and go and come sgain. 1 think
that good writing, if we gould agree what we mean by it, probably does not have
much to do with our techniecal dickering, but more teo do with siowly acquired
intellectusal maturity--which is bred by lots of resding and lote of writing for
an attentive and eritical teacher, over years.

Therefore, my approach to writing ie to aim for the mind snd essence of
a student, rather tham to teach piclllz and coach performsnces. Develop the mind

a8 & byproduct,

Gﬂrdially »
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