Freshman English Policy Committee Meeting
October 21, 1977
Calhoun 323, 3:00-4:00
Members present: Kinneavy, Trimble, Cameron, Haney, Ruskiewics,
’ Saldivar; Creel, Wainwright -
Agenda: (starred items deferred)
- Approval of Minutes
Standing committee reports
Textbook

%#  Grade inflation
#  Teacher performance evaluations ‘

Staffing ' JEN
#  Continued use of the ECT ‘
#  FPreshman Office research preojecta

1, In the discussion of the minutes, Trimble wanted to know whether
the apprentices would meet 398t after 'or during their apprentice-
ship., Cameron replied that such was not addressed directly, and
Creel noted that they would continue as they ars at the present,

The minutes were approved. :

32, The textbook subcommittee presented tests for English 307 for
the spring semesters 4 )

Gorrell and Laird, Modern Epglish Handho ok N
Knott and Parker, Tritaph S

choice of: Pickering, F on 10 oo
Cassills, The Norton Anthology of Short Fietion.
Saldivar explained the rationale for offering s choice of fiction
collectionst the two books ars both excellent, and taste is the
- primary reason for taking one ovar the othery therefore, wo will
let individual teachers make their own decisions, Haney questioned
whether we should require the use of G¥L in the course, as she
was concerned that the course would be memsely a literature course
unless some text accompafied the course which stressed writing.
General discussion of the use of the handbook in the course and im
other Freshman courses ensued. Kinneavy pointed out that having
a rhetoric or handbook in the course will mot cause a teacher to &
teach - composition instead of a literature. Cameron noted -
that GUL was adopted last spring as the standard handbook in all :
Freshman courses, so in fact it is not an optional text; he also -
noted, though, that the book is primarily a handbook and not a
rhetoric, Cemeron cited the plans of the text committee to pre-
pare a discription of each of the fiction texte which will be
given to every person who will teach E307 in the spring so that
intelligent choices can be made (ned ther book will be publ ished
before mid-December). The committee's recommendation was adopted.

Purther discussion about the Modern Bp

! o bSnglish Handbook pointed
up general faculty dislike of the book, Trimble said he had had
hsard numerous complaints. Other said they bad heard the same,
the most common gripe be.ing that there are not enough exercises
in it. Camsron said the text committee would circulate a questionsire
asking for specific opinion for all faculty using it. The committes
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- showed comsidersble intarest %ﬁ‘Kinﬂeavy’B ﬁuggéstﬂen-that wa

look into the possibility of publishing student syllabi for
every Freshman English course; sueh could provide revenus for
the Freshman Office, and we certainly have staff gqualified to

wirite the materials,

3. Kinneavy reported on his meeting with John Walter regarding

- 8taffing problems and proposed selutions. Walter seems to think

that there is not neariy sa much discontent-as Fianeavy asald
there is., The comsittes responded with variocus comments noting
that Kinneavy understood the situation fawp better than Walter,

 Kinneavy said Walter will distribute a document to explain what

he does when he makes staffing aseignmentsj he moted Gthat Waltesp
seens to take the whole issue as an attack on his person rather

.than as an attempt en the part of sll concernad to avoid a con-

frontation and, at the same time, te svlve a serious problem,
Walter plans to have Kinneavy read the document before it is dis-

tributed (NOTE-the document was . distributed the weel of

October 24, though Kinneavy did not ses it before its distribution),
Kinneavy saild that Walter said he vas open to suggestions. The -
comaittee encouraged Kinmeavy to give Walter whetever he and

Fritech could work ocut. Too the committss was in eoncensus that

the problem exists, regardlesss of Walter's rafusal to believe that
it does;, and that Kinnesvy and Fritch showld try to help him
undarstand such without ssrious confromtation if possibie. The
committes egreed, though, that the complaints of AGSE, of the

GSW, and of the various full-time faculty could be brought te
Walters atbention if specific infermation is noeded, "




