
Page 1 0  Friday, December 9 ,1994 T h e  D a ily  T e x a n

Disclosure barely tracks a dinosaur-sized topic
Examination of sexual harassment covered in latest Crichton adaptation leaves much to be desired
JAMES HIBBERD n r ------------------------------------------------------   ____JAMES HIBBERD________
Daily Texan Staff “ ~~

M ichael D ouglas ju s t c a n 't  stay 
aw ay from  those d an g e ro u s , sexv 
w o m en , can  he? F irs t  h e  h a s  an  
affair with Glenn Close as a psycho- 
lover in Fatal A ttraction. T hen he 
chases Sharon Stone in Basic Instinct. 
You w o u ld  th in k  th e  g u y  w o u ld  
know not to have a late-night busi­
n ess  m e e tin g  w ith  D em i M oore  
when she's w rapped in black stock­
ings and holding a bottle of wine.

Oh well, it looks like w e're going 
to w atch  yet ano ther m ovie to see 
Mike get him self out of a torrid sce­
nario. Then again, m aybe we w on't.

Disclosure is another adaptation of 
a M ichael C richton bestseller and, 
w h ile  p ro d u c e rs  a re  d o u b tle s s ly  
h o p in g  for a n o th e r  Jurassic Park, 
w hat we have here is another Rising 
Sun.

It's not entirely the film 's fault — 
th e  n o v e l D isclosure i s n 't  goo d  
movie material since alm ost all the 
action involves the transfe rring  of 
inform ation . Undisclosed in fo rm a­
tion. This is accom plished through 
e-mail, phone messages, video link­
ups, faxes, virtual reality  com puter 
files basically em ploy ing  every  
possible carrier except for the m ost 
cinematically dram atic choice: peo­
ple.

Demi Moo™ and Michael Douglas leave much to be disclosed In  B a r r ^ v l n s o n ^ S o s W

In a novel, w h ere  the read er is 
deaf and blind, this is fine. In a film, 
it's dam n boring.

Technology dom inates Disclosure,

an d  w h ile  m an y  c r it ic s  s a id  the  
sam e ab o u t Jurassic Park, a t least 
that film had  dinosaurs. Disclosure 
has ... e-mail. Here are 15 average

m in u te s  o f Disclosure: M ichael 
checks his e-mail, leaves his office, 
goes dow n the elevator, a tten d s a 
board  m eeting, goes up  the stairs,

film
DISCLOSURE
Starring: Michael Douglas, Demi 
M oore
Director: Barry Levinson 
Playing at: Lincoln 6, Westgate 8, 
Riverside 8
Rating: ★★ (out of five)

enters another office, talks to a sec- 
retary, goes home, checks his e-mail 
... Get the picture? All w ork and no 
p lay  m akes M ike a d u ll boy, and 
Disclosure a dull film.

Despite their flaws, Basic Instinct 
and Fatal Attraction had one key ele­
m ent to fall back on: sex. But Disclo­
sure has a lack of passion that's des­
perately  needed to com pensate for 
its  co ld  s ilico n e  h e a r t, s in ce  the  
w hole plot revolves around a com ­
p u te r  ex ecu tiv e  a c tu a lly  tu rn in g  
d o w n  h is  new  p re d a to ry  fem ale  
boss and ex-girlfriend.

The film tries to spice things up  
by  h av in g  ch arac te rs  d iscu ss  the 
harassm ent in m ore graphic detail 
than the novel, but it's nothing that 
you can 't hear every afternoon on 
Oprah.

For Comic Relief, com edian and 
talk-show  host Dennis M iller is on 
hand. Notice, that's “Comic Relief"

capitalized, because every time he 's 
on the screen you can practically see 
“Comic Relief" stam ped across the 
m a n 's  fo re h e a d . D o n 't  ge t m e 
w rong, Dennis M iller is one of the 
best com edians in the country. But 
do  you kn o w  th e  rea so n  he w as 
kept on the Weekend Update desk 
and out of the skits all those years 
w ith Saturday Night Live? The man 
can 't act, that's why. W hen he's on 
camera, Miller seems very self-con­
scious and almost all his Unes could 
be pu t anyw here in his com edy rou­
tine.

To D isclosure's c red it, the  film  
contains enough quality material to 
keep  you  in te re s ted  — ju s t d o n 't  
look for m uch more.

The sparring between M oore and 
D ouglas is fun to watch and  there 
are several m om ents — like w hen 
D ouglas' wife encounters M oore in 
th e  b a th ro o m  — th a t h av e  a fa ir 
am ount of tension. Not to m ention 
th a t the film  has an am using  run- 
ning gag about being transferred to 
A ustin  (gasp!), th a t will have you 
either laughing (because it's  funny), 
griping (because it's insulting), or — 
lik e  m y se lf — re liev ed  (b ecau se  
m ay b e  fe w e r p e o p le  w ill m ove 
here).

But all factors taken together, Dis­
closure is n o th in g  to e-m ail hom e 
about.

KEVIN WILLIAMSON
Daily Texan Staff

The endlessly narcissistic denizens of the University 
have a bottomless appetite for movies and books about 
themselves. H ow else to explain Slacker and its laugh­
able spinoff book? So UT students will probably turn 
immediately to Chapter 9 of Richard Bernstein's'Dicta­
torship of Virtue in the m anner of junior high brats seek­
ing out the dirty  parts of an Erik Van Lustbader novel 
(or of social w ork professors digesting The Bell Curve).

In his most recent work, Bernstein, the national cul­
tural correspondent for The New York Times, chronicles 
the h isto ry  and anatom y of (ho-hum ) leftist political 
indoctrination under the guise of "m ulticulturalism " in 
higher education.

C hapter 9, The Battle of Texas, is an engaging discus­
sion of the fracas surrounding the UT English D epart­
ment s attem pt to pirate English 306, a freshman compo­
sition course the departm ent had previously shown pre­
cious little interest in. For those blissfully ignorant of 
that sorry  story , the short version is that the English 
D ep artm en t p roposed  to re s tru c tu re  the course in a

ham -handed attem pt at using it for political indoctrina­
tion. Cries w ere heard, protests w ere staged, rhetorical 
melee ensued, and the attem pt w as defeated after the 
English D epartm ent came to be regarded nationally as 
an  em barrassm ent and  as an academ ic liability. One 
p ro fesso r left the U n iversity  over the in c id en t, and  
many in the English D epartm ent m aintain that the Divi­
sion of Rhetoric and Com position was created to divide 
and punish the English Department.

There is a certain joy in seeing our ow n professors as 
t e guys in the black hats (th rough Bernstein is kid- 
glove gentle on his adversaries), but many will certainly 
bristle  at the nearly  heroic trea tm en t of the English 
D epartm ent's Lone Republican John Ruszkiewicz (who 
dropped  jaws by appearing  as a guest on Rush Lim- 
baugh 's radio show), the clow nish Alan Gribben, and 
the m uch-despised English D epartm ent w hipping  boy 
and former Texan editor Geoff Henley. One of the funni­
est p a rts  for the UT read er is w hen  H enley (w ho, it 
should be noted in the interest of full disclosure, is an 
associate of the author) describes the English D epart­
ment: “Oh yeah, they're very diverse. They've got Marx­
ists, deconstructionists, five varieties of feminists, new

platforms
Author: Richard Bernstein 
Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf 
Price: $25
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historicists, ethnic stud ies, and  Third W orld stud ies 
types — very diverse!"

Bernstein, too, is hard  on the English D epartm ent, 
chastising English p rofessors for their "clunky, trite, 
pedantic" prose and for producing a docum ent which, 
inexplicably, “does not actually  m ean w hat the forty 
professors of English apparently  w ant to say." The rest 
of the book is an interesting if slightly underdeveloped 
study  of sim ilar stories at o ther universities, and d is­
cusses developm ents in business and in the media.

The book seem s rather pointedly  directed at a non- 
academic audience, as if B em stein 'has abandoned col­
lege s tu d en ts  and the p ro fessorate  to m in ister to the 
vast, literate Yniddle class, the same people w ho might 
bu y  R obert B ork 's The Tem pting o f America or D an 
Q uayle's memoirs.

But that is not an excuse for students and academics 
to ignore th is book. B ernstein s uncom m on sense in 
dealing with m ulticultural issues is com m endable and 
should be of interest to those on both sides of the issue. 
For instance, in reference to a curriculum  purporting to 
enhance sensitivity to Asians, he writes:

“I know from my own experience that the very con­
cept Asian encompasses such enorm ous diversity as to 
be m eaningless. Are we talking about an Indonesian  
w ho m ig h t w ell be M uslim  an d  sp eak  a d ia le c t of 
Malay? A M ongolian w ho w ould also be M uslim and 
w ho lives in a goatsk in  y u rt on the g rasslan d s, or a 
H m ong  trib e sm an  w ho  p rac tice s  an im ism  and  is a 
m em ber of a group persecuted and despised by the eth­
nic majority of his own county (the lowland Lao believe 
the M ontagnard Hm ong to be only slightly m ore civi­
lized than the neighborhood monkeys, so little do they 
value diversity)?"

This book should be of interest to the UT com m unity

44 I know from my own expe­
rience that the concept 

“Asian” encompasses such enor­
mous diversity as to be meaningless. 
Are we talking about an Indonesian 
who might well be Muslim and 
speak a dialect of Malay? A Mongo­
lian who would also be Muslim and 
who lives in a goatskin yurt on the 
grasslands, or a Hmong tribesman 
who practices animism and is a 
member of a group persecuted and 
despised by the ethnic majority of 
his own county (the lowland Lao 
believe the Montagnard Hmong to be 
slightly more civilized than the . 
neighborhood monkeys, so little do 
they value diversity)?”

—  Richard Bernstein, author

in the sam e way that polls are of interest to politicians. 
Bernstein holds the m irror of public opinion up  to the 
academy, and the reflection is not very pretty. Bernstein 
perfectlv cap tu res  the freak ishness, the bureaucratic  
cowardice and the intellectual em ptiness which plague 
this and other state-sponsored universities.

The Daily Texan thanks the U n ive rsity  Co-O p fo r the 
use o f Dictatorship of Virtue.
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Women Seeking Men
SW F  23, somewhat exotic tooting ] 
guest. Looking far tone fun I work a lot 
o f bom  to 1 don't really get tbe chmug 
togct out A aaeet a lot of peofrie. I 'm very 
fun I Me io dance. Me tporu. watching 
foatMIL Call Exl 44428

SWF Just movedlo Ausua from Califor­
nia. 21.1 would really Me to meet some- 
oae to show Ausua unce I’m new here. 
I'm dying to have fun. Call Ext. 44415

SFI am 20 years old, 5 '9 ,1308»., green 
eye» aadbkmdc hair. J Me guys who are 
ungle and 6* ull. 110-200 lb» . good 
teekmg. I Me wish a roommate who it 
5 '5 ,120 fea., haael eyes and dark brow* 
bmr. She like» dm rough —g guys 

, Cad Eat. 44*14

SFI Me to have fun. mce clean fun, I Me 
to go to tporu game», latea to jazz mu­
sic, movies and a lot of romantic type of 
dung* outdoors Walking a  a thmg 1 do 
daily. I'm S'S i30ibt.Iamaiiune.lMe 
to have intelligent conversation with 
people. 1 have traveled thatwghffui the 
U.S. and I would love to continue to 
travel. Call Ext. 4582*

Men Seeking Women
SM Blonde, friendly. Looking for a du- 
creet. meaningful reiauanship with an 
open minded young Lady. 1 want tothare 
ume mmnone special Cali toon.
Call Ext 44*14

SM Scientist, 36, S't, Monde fanir, blue 
eyes, athletic. Like man mg. wind surf-

S*F I’m looking for a ungle man who 
love church. I'm between 38-48 yean of 
4ge A 120-169 iba. Cad Ext. 447*4

out far Ha* átamg or cuofcm n— at
meals at boom, i alto like .
mg A  hiking m wed m night kfc A qmcf 
nighu •  borne. Call Exl 44777

SBM I'm looking for a special frm .u to 
spend tbe holidays with A possible more. 
Call Exl 44743

SHM I'm 25 year* of age A financially 
stable. Call Exl 44741

SM Work on a ranch, 6', 190 lbs, brown 
hair A eyes. Enjoy robing, hunting 1 
like pretty link feet. Looking for a girl 
that Met to tuy our in the country A go 
to nice restaurants A let me nib tlmir feet 
I’ve never been married, have no chil­
dren. I’m 30 years old. I-noting for a 
woman, brunette preferably, sue 6 shoe 
A under. 1 enjoy traveling. I just enjoy 
life mM around. 1 like bonebnck ridmg. 
Call Exl 45424

Alternative Lifestyles
S1F 23, full figurad A very aomctive. 
Soaking Black nr Hispanic female 18-27 
whoit mtcreated in spending same qual- 
oy ume with me. Call Exl 44234

SF 22, nonsmok er, not into the bar scene 
A seeking tbe same. Call E xl 44778

SM Professional. 170 lbs, dark brown 
eyes. Love water sports, baseball bas­
ketball. tennis, volley ball Looking for 
anyone who's interested in havmg x good 
time Ages 20-35. Call Ext. 44792

SM 5’8. Looking for a male companion 
who s interested in long relationships. 
Call Exl 44791
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General Cinemc
Í BARGAIN MATINEES EVERT DAY] 
Mali show s starting before t*n I

HIGHLAND 10 ,
I MI - 3 3  at MIDDLE F1SKVILU RD 4 5 4 - 9 5 4 ^
I THE SANTA CLAUSE 1125 2:45 5:05 7 25 9:i0 K  mm) 
UWD0WIMRTY SHAME 12:40 2 555:25 7.-45 10:001 sour 

ISTAftGATE 12 30 2 50 5 10 7 30 9 55 PG13 STfttO ■  
UOW KMQ 12:30 2:45 5:00 7:10 9:20 G soar I 
TNEMMM PRMCEM 12 25 2:40 4:55 G stm»! 
MTERVEW with the VAMPIRE 
230 115 8:00 10 30 HMt 1:45 4:30 7 15 10:00 I rux 

THE WAR 2 20 4.50 7 40 10-15 PG13 win |
0VBI “ WANK* 2:20 4 45 7 051:30 8 sriuol 

LOVE AFFAIR 7:00 9:30 PG13 srtsto 1
SHAOTHAMK REDEMPTION 1:M4:M 7:1010:10 * srtuol

GREAT HILLS 8 , !
L US 183 A GREAT HILLS TRAIL 7 9 4 -8 0 7 ^ ]  
«•CLOSURE ON 2 SCtKNS I I
1:00 1:30 4:00 4:30 7:05 7:30 9:45 10:10 3 H Z  I

JUMOR 12:30 2:45 5 10 7:35 9:55 FG13 sour 
ILfljFDOWNMMTVtHAME 2:204:357:159J0»S— 0 1 
lljfE  PR O PEH O RAL 2:154:50 7 40 10:05I stmio 
2 A IW B M T E I N  1 15 4:20 7:109:45 I stmio j

• H W R  2 25 4 55 7 25 9 45 PG13 Wtfr 
PULP BCTKKI 12:40 3:45 7:00 10:00 R STMIO

GIFT CERTIFICATES ON SALE

* MEET v
Hello EQttty

IN PERSON!

"The sexiest, sm artest comedy 
this decade has produced.”

HARPER’S BAZAAR

■ i M T  J l |

SATURDAY 12 -4 PM 
ON THE DRAG 

2ISI & GUADALUPE 
SUNDAY 12-4 PM 

29TH & GUADALUPE


