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Heroin suspects bargain
2 former UT students plead guilty in conspiracy
Christopher M. Brick
Daily Texan Staff

Two former UT students pleaded 
guilty in federal court M onday to 
charges of conspiracy to sm uggle 
heroin and obstruction of justice.

Kamalbhai Patel and Ikwuemesi 
Okoli rem ained in custody after a 
secon d  a rra ig n m e n t M on d ay . 
Under plea bargains, Patel pleaded 
g u ilty  M onday to a tw o -co u n t 
in d ic tm e n t, and O k o li p lead ed  
guilty to one count of conspiracy to 
import heroin. No bail has been set 
for Patel and Okoli.

Patel was last registered for class­
es in the UT School of Law in the 
1992 spring semester, and Okoli, a 
natural sciences senior, was last reg­
istered in fall 1991.

The two had orig inally  entered 
pleas of not guilty  to the charges 
when they were arrested in January 
m connection with a Dec. 2, 1991, 
seizu re  of heroin  from  Sheri Lee 
W oolford, a topless dancer at the 
Exposé nightclub.

“The motion to seal is 
standard operating pro­
cedure in a case like 
this. There are certain 
people’s names they 
want to protect.”

—  Patrick Peranteau, 
attorney in drug case

Patel and Okoli were linked to the 
case after it w as d eterm ined  that 
Okoli had bought a ticket for a Delta 
Airlines flight on which W oolford 
was returning to Austin from Ger­
many. After an anonym ous call to 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Admin­
istration, agents seized just less than 
three kilograms of heroin stashed in 
the false bottom of a travel bag.

W oolford  a lso  sa id  she had 
stayed at a Holiday Inn in Frankfurt 
with Okoli and Patel.

Patrick Peranteau, Patel's attor­
ney, said under a plea bargain no

a d d itio n a l ch a rg e s  w ill be filed  
against his client in exchange for 
Patel's guilty plea.

Samuel Basset, O koli's attorney, 
said Okoli's guilty plea came about 
under a sim ilar arrangem ent. The 
plea bargain also includes Patel's 
cooperation in providing inform a­
tion on the case to the government.

"Kam al [Patel] stipulated that he 
had a manager-organizer role in the 
deal, and he stipulated that he used 
a weapon to try to keep a w itness 
from testifying," Peranteau said.

Peranteau said federal attorneys 
have filed a motion to seal the case 
to protect an ongoing investigation 
into the heroin ring.

"T h e motion to seal is standard 
operating procedure in a case like 
th is ,"  Peranteau said. "T h e re  are 
certain people's names they want to 
protect, and the investigation is still 
going on ."

P re s id in g  U .S . D is tr ic t  Ju d g e  
Jam es Nowlin ordered that no bail 
be set for Patel and Okoli, leaving 
the pair in custody until their sen­
tencing.

Faculty Senate votes 
to create committee

Christy Fleming
Daily Texan Staff

After a heated debate Monday, the Facul­
ty Senate voted 29-9 to recommend that the 
U niversity  Council create a com m ittee to 
exam ine the undergraduate w riting pro­
gram.

This proposal follows debates within both 
the Faculty Senate and the University Coun­
cil regarding the formation of a Division of 
Rhetoric and C om position separate from  
the Department of English.

A lan Friedm an, a professor of English 
who proposed the recom m endation, said 
the committee would address root causes of 
problems within the undergraduate writing 
program rather than simply restructuring.

"A  unique opportunity exists to address 
[writing] with the system atic rigor that it 
deserves," he wrote in his proposal.

Joe Horn, professor of psychology, said 
the recom m endation w as "h y p o cr itica l"  
and attacked the department for "teaching 
politics."

"T h e  D epartm ent o f English  does not 
believe in grading for literacy or for writ­
ing," he said. "I 'd  like to see an organiza­
tion that teaches writing and not politics."

O ther faculty  called  in to qu estion  the 
decision-making role faculty played in the 
creation of a new writing division. Several

professors of English have complained that 
they should have been consulted.

William Sutherland, professor of English, 
said the governance issue was the faculty's 
business. "Tw o committees created to hire 
and fire within the same department makes 
no sense," he said.

Daniel Bonevac, professor of philosophy, 
said a new com m ittee is a w aste of time. 
"T h ere is a com m ittee already w ithin the 
College of Liberal A rts," he said.'

Irene K acandes, assistant p rofessor of 
G erm anic lan g u ag es, defended the p ro ­
posed writing division.

" J u s t  b e ca u se  the co m m ittee  is o n ly  
under [the College of] Liberal Arts does not 
m ean it's going to im prove w ritin g ," she 
said . "T h e  qu estion  of w ritin g  is n ever 
going to go away. One of our central mis­
sions is to make writing better."

Joseph Kruppa, chairman of the Depart­
ment of English, said faculty should have a 
say over the writing division because it is 
such a significant change.

"T h is  w asn 't d e b a te d ,"  he said . "W e  
didn't have the academic discourse on this. 
Writing is a changing discipline."

Ira Iscoe, professor of psychology, point­
ed out that Robert King, acting dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts, requested a list on 
Sept. 9 of faculty from the Department of 
English for input. K ing received the list 
from Kruppa on Oct. 14.

YCT threatens lawsuit over SA bill
Teri Bailey and Thea Woodruff
Daily Texan Staff

Seeking to play a more integral and visi­
ble role in the Texas Legislature, UT Stu­
dents' Association representatives will ask 
for approval Tuesday to join a statew ide 
lobbying group and use student fees to 
fund the operation.

Previously unanimously passed by three 
committees within the SA, the bill requests 
permission from the general SA body for at 
least one UT rep resen tativ e  to jo in  the 
Texas Students' Association and prepare 
for "stro n g  lobbying during the com ing 
legislative session."

"I  don't plan on going to the Texas Leg­
is la tu re  w ith ou t know ing w hat the SA 
w ants," said Sherry Boyles, SA legislative 
relations representative.

But Jon Willie, chairman of the campus

Young Conservatives of Texas, said Mon­
day that using $500 in student services fees 
to pay for TSA dues is against federal law 
and that YCT "w ill not hesitate filing suit 
against the Students' A ssociation" should 
the bill be passed.

"W ith o u t asking w hat the students at 
this university think, the SA has again tried 
to use stu d ent fees in p laces w here the 
money should not go," Willie said. "Legal 
action is our plan."

W illie  re ferred  to a co u rt in ju n ctio n  
handed down in 1986 that prevented the 
SA from using student fees to support lob­
bying efforts in Texas, and said both feder­
al law and the Texas Appropriations Act 
restrict such actions.

"It is quite possible that each SA mem­
ber cou ld  be held in con tem p t of cou rt 
should they approve the $500," Willie said.

Boyles said because students would be 
paying only one cent each to the lobbying

e ffo r t, she d o es n o t feel s tu d en ts  w ill 
oppose jo in in g  the TSA. "C o m e on, it 's  
only a penny," she said. "A nd the use of 
student fee m oney is ju stified . ... T hat's 
why we have this student government, to 
make these kinds of decisions."

The SA meeting also includes a resolu­
tion to oppose fran ch isin g  in the Texas 
Union, a proposal presented by the Union 
Board of Directors last week.

SA attorney general Monem Salam and 
representatives Diana C ollins and Rahil 
Jafry state in the resolution that while the 
new proposal allows for only one franchise 
in the Union, "th ere  is no way to insure 
this from not causing a domino effect."

But SA president Howard Nirken said a 
"dom ino effec t"  is not likely. "T h is is ... 
one franchise put into the U nion," Nirken 
said. "Bringing in a franchise with a name 
will give students som ething to identify 
w ith."

UT libraries may have long wait for 6Sex’
Meghan Griffiths
Daily Texan Staff

Madonna's new book is in high demand at area bookstores but 
UT students may have a long wait before they find Sex on the 
library shelves, University librarians said Monday.

The Undergraduate Library has ordered one copy of the singer's 
new book, but the date of arrival is dependent on the distributor, 
said Mark McFarland, a UGL reference librarian. The book was 
ordered due to "scholarly interest in pop culture" and could take 
as long as three to seven months to arrive, he said.

The Perry-Castaneda Library will "probably" order Sex, but no 
specific plans to purchase the book have yet been made by the

library, said Mary Brennin-Kerr, chief collection development offi­
cer for the PCL. The PCL will have to special-order the book.

But the pictorial feature of Madonna "w ould last about 30 min­
utes before it disappeared" unless it is placed in a "secured area" 
in the Fine Arts Library or the PCL, Brennin-Kerr added.

Both librarians said similar books are often damaged.
"Books with nice pictures get defaced," McFarland said.
"A rticles are frequently m utilated," said Roy Mersky, director 

of the Law Library. "It is a real problem generally in libraries."
Sex is also difficult to find in area bookstores, said University 

Co-Op manager Lesley Bonazzi.
The Co-Op was surprised how fast Sex sold, she said. "W e had 

it for about a split second." Demand for the book has far exceeded 
the supply despite the $49.95 price, she said.
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Achtung, sir
German Lt. Christian Schade, center, takes a picture 
while Capt. Frank Bley, left, and Lt. Colonel Erbeck 
wait to get on a bus. Forty German officers are visiting

the University and military bases around the country 
as part of a mission that began in Washington, D.C., to 
gain first-hand knowledge of America and its people.
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