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Congress ends 
lengthy session
Scandals, partisan, fights stain record
Associated Press

WASHINGTON’ — The Congress 
that adjourned Sunday stumbled, 
stalled and scandalized but then 
passed dramatic national policy 
changes for taxes, the environment, 
military spending, foreign policy 
and child care.

"A Congress of significant accom­
plishment," bragged Senate Majori­
ty Leader George Mitchell, D- 
Maine.

The history books, making a cold, 
hard assessment, may agree. But 
that w ouldn 't  do justice to the rau­
cous and ugh- path this Congress 
took to get there.

The latest two-year lawmaking 
conclave was America's 101st. At 
the end, lawmakers were referring 
to it as "The O ne H undred  and 
Worst."

"So many of us wasted so much 
time," House Republican Leader 
Robert Michel of Illinois said. 
"What a horribly p o o r  example of 
Congress at its best."

It started with Senate rejection of 
President Bush's nomination of 
John Tower for secretary of De­
fense, because of his reputation as a 
boozer and womanizer.

The House then weighed in with 
its own ethics scandal, which culmi­
nated in the resignations of Speaker 
Jim Wright, D-Texas, and Majority 
Whip Tony Coelho, D-Calif.

An attempt at a meaningful bipar­
tisan budget deal in the first year 
collapsed into a nastv, partisan fight 
over Bush's proposed cut in the cap­
ital gains tax rate.

The new House speaker, Miomas 
Folev, D-Wash., received a black 
eye when  his conservative Demo­
crats sided with the Republicans 
and passed the plan. Outvoted, 
Mitchell was able to stop it in the 
Senate only through a parliamenta­
ry blockade.

The first session passed a publicly 
supported  federal minimum wage 
increase, and Bush and the Demo­
crats agreed to end aid to the contra 
rebels in Nicaragua.

But those and other efforts were 
overshadowed by the pav raise.

Early in the vear, Wright tried

and failed amid a storm of public 
outrage to protect former President 
Ronald Reagan's  proposed 30 per­
cent boost in congressional pav. But 
it w ouldn 't  die.

After taking over as speaker at 
midyear, Foley engineered a com­
promise: a big salary boost in ex­
change for no more special-interest 
money for making speeches.

The House approved it; the Sen­
ate d idn 't  bite. House salaries, 
which were $89,500 last year, will 
soar to roughly $125,000 next Janu­
ary. With only cost-of-living in­
creases, the senators will make just 
over $100,000.

Congress returned this \ ear to re­
sume a slow legislative pace with 
only mixed results.

A new  law designed to reduce 
chances of major oil spills was en­
acted. The Americans With Disabili­
ties Act, giving new rights to people 
with impairments, became law.

Democrats succeeded in defeating 
Bush's p roposed  constitutional 
am endm ent to ban flag burning.

But the Democratic Congress 
couldn 't  override the president's  
veto of legislation guaranteeing 
workers six weeks of paid leave for 
Childbirth or family medical em er­
gencies.

The 101st Congress never over­
rode any of 16 Bush vetoes.

And the ethics scandals contin­
ued. O ne House mem ber was dis­
ciplined and another quit after sex- 
related charges.

In the Senate, a g roup of lawmak­
ers became know n as the Keating 
Five, all under  investigation for 
their ties to the head of a failed Cali* 
forma savings and loan institution.

Meanwhile, all efforts to contain 
the costs of the S&L bailout were 
proving fruitless. In May, with the 
estimates of the federal deficit head­
ing for the stratosphere, Bush de ­
cided it was time for a budget sum ­
mit with Congress.

Spring turned to sum m er and 
then sum m er to fall without an 
agreement. The legislative logjam 
grew as lawmakers awaited the 
summit results. Mitchell compared 
the budget to "a whale in a bath­
tub," crowding out everything else.

Speech to parents
avoids controversy
Jenny Huang 
and David Loy
Daily Texan Staff

UT President William C unning­
ham presented a speech to parents 
for Parents' Weekend, portraying 
an optimistic view of the un d er­
graduate educational program at 
the University.

Cunningham  told parents  that 
the University has "one of the finest 
undergraduate  programs in the na­
tion," a statement Michael Mark, at- 
large representative to the Student 
Assembly, said was used more for 
public relations.

Mark said the University's un d er­
graduate program has m any prob­
lems because the administration 
does not give it the emphasis  it de­
serves.

C unningham  also said in the 
speech that the University 's at­
tempts to reduce the student-faculty 
ratio by cutting enrollment and hir­
ing more faculty are an example of 
"encouraging progress" in dealing 
with the quality of undergraduate  
education.

He also stated that the problem of

Janel Siemplenski
Daily Texan Staff

Facing more than 1,000 students  overflowing 
the West Mall on Friday, gubernatorial candidate 
Ann Richards heightened the already intense 
feelings of the crowd with a speech, which 
prom pted rallying cries of support from a major­
ity of listeners and heckling from fans of Clayton 
Williams, her Republican opponent.

Richards spoke on a position that Williams 
supporters and others have desperately tried to 
drown out — her pro-choice stance.

"This election is important because the Su­
preme Court has m ade the governors of various 
states important in determining freedom in the 
privacy of individuals," she said. "A nd  I repeat, 
no bureaucrat, no legislator, no judge and in­
deed no governor has the right to interfere in the 
choice a woman m akes" with her bodv.

“It is important that we discuss ... 
the issue of taxation. Because, 
you see, we read his iips, and 
now we know about the Republi­
cans who come out and say read 
their lips.”

—  Ann Richards, 
gubernatorial candidiate

Richards chided Williams for refusing to par­
ticipate in a formal debate stating, "voters have 
a better opportunity to make a choice" when 
candidates discuss issues in a face-to-face forum.

She pointed to one issue on which she said the 
candidates differ: protecting the environment.

"We strongly disagree on the issue of w hether 
or not this state is going to be clean and w hether

or not the state is going to be protected environ­
mentally," she said. "We are now burying 
190,000 tons of toxic waste from outside the state 
of Fexas. It is poisoning the earth and poisoning 
our water supply. It's time we had a governor 
who got tough with polluters "

Directing her speech toward education, Rich 
ards came out in support of having a student 
member on the U 1 System Board of Regents and 
called for the involvement ot teacher^ and a d ­
ministrators in the creation ot state education 
plans.

" Lhe quality of education is going to be deter­
mined by the quality of [educators! and not a 
bunch of people w ho come together in a blue 
ribbon committee and make a bunch of decisions 
with no educators involved,' she said.

Williams has also said he supports a - t u d e n t  
regent.

Please see Richards, page 2

class availability "is largely behind 
us, thanks to our telephone registra­
tion system," despite many s tudent 
complaints that the system was of­
ten inaccessible.

Mark said the phone registration 
system does not even begin to cover 
the root of the problem of class 
availability.

"W e need to have more of the 
high dem and classes and of course 
we need professors to teach the 
classes," he said, "That 's  where he 
needs to address the problem of 
class availability."

Also during his speech, C unning­
ham stated that the University has 
begun a study of ways to infuse the 
undergraduate  curriculum with a 
com ponent of multiculturalism.

But he also added  that "multicul­
turalism has become a code term for 
some 'people, signaling efforts to 
politicize the curriculum bv promot­
ing a particular ideology. We must 
not and we will not permit such de­
velopm ents.”

Mark said C unningham 's  views 
make him very suspicious regarding 
his role in the postponement of 
E306.

"His statement is very hvpocriti-

Groups protest Lebanese killings
Demonstrators gather at Capitol as a ‘humanitarian’ statement
Roger Pinckney
Daily Texan Staff

William Cunningham
cal," he said. "If he supports  it 
[multiculturalism}, he needs to go 
out and fully support it."

Mark added  that Cunningham  
needs to \ iew multiculturalism as 
an issue of fairness and diversity, 
not as  a liberal attem pt to politicize 
the curriculum.

Outside Bass Concert Hall, where 
the speech was held, Geoff Henley, 
president of Students Advocating 
Valid Education, passed out fliers to 
parents opposing efforts to revise 
the syllabus for English 306 to focus 
on multicultural studies. The flier 
states that "S tudents  Advocating 
Valid Education [SAVEJ seeks to re-

Please see Parents, page 2

About 75 mem bers of the UT Leb­
anese Students ' Association and  the 
Texas Lebanese and Lebanese- 
American communities gathered on 
the Capitol steps Friday to protest 
the recent killings of Lebanese citi­
zens by Syrian troops and to urge 
Texas and U.S. senators and repre­
sentatives to unilaterally condem n 
the violence.

The protest coincided with a dem ­
onstration led by the Council of 
Lebanese American Organizations 
in Washington, D.C., on Friday.

According to the Oct. 29 issue of 
Time, Beirut military and hospital 
sources estimate that Syrian troops 
killed 75U Lebanese citizens during 
the ousting of Prime Minister Mi­
chel Aoun two weeks ago. Syrian 
President Flafez Assad and 40,000 
soldiers remain entrenched in Leba­
non, while Aoun is hiding ou t in 
the French Embassy, which has 
granted him asylum.

Lebanese-Americans at Friday's 
rally held up signs that read, "750 
killed — stop the massacres now ,"  
"Protect hum an rights in Lebanon," 
and "Stop killing the innocent civil­

ians in Lebanon.
Pierre Ibrahim, com puter science 

economies senior and president of 
the U 1 Lebanese S tudents ' Associa­
tion, complained that the United 
States has not done anything to d e ­
nounce the Svrian raid or the mass 
slaughters.

"We ie asking people to stop t h e  
massacres in 1 ebanon,"  Ibrahim 
said. "The whole world is just  
watching and n o b o d y ' s  doing any­
thing about it. We would like the 
senators to exert some pressure and 
condemn the massacres."

Emile Savegh, an ex I 1 student 
in mechanical engineering and a 
member ot the National \lliance of 
Lebanese-Americans, said the Unit­
ed States has not taken action be­
cause ot its political stance against 
Aoun.

"The I nited States has a secret 
agreement with Svria," said Sav­
egh "They gave Lebanon as a paci­
fying prize. The people are being 
used as  a consolation."

Since Aoun began his rebellion 
last November, he has vehemently 
opposed the Fait peace agreement. 
Time reported. I he plan which was 
approved bv Lebanon's National 
Assembly, would give Moslems 
equal rights with the country s

dominant Christians, But \oun . 
who has been accused of stealing 
money from the treasury, has smd 
the accord does not mention a s p e ­
cific date for withdrawal of Svrian 
troops.

Some demonstrators also pointed 
out that Sv ria and \ssad  have firm 
lv supported the U.S.-led alliance 
against Sadcfhm 1 lussein

Mary Ghaleb, a U I doctoral s tu ­
dent and a Lebanese S tudents As­
sociation member, said the United 
Nations should immediately con­
demn Syria's attack. "We want ac­
tion. We want the Security L ouneil 
to meet and take action right au  av " 
she  said.

The L nited States — in a rare d e ­
cision — recently sided against Isra­
el in a U.N resolution after Israeli 
soldiers shot dow n 21 Palestinians. 
But Ghaleb, w ho worked at the 
American University in Beirut for 2^ 
years until 1985, said the United Na 
tions does not seem to recognize the 
situation in 1 ebanon.

Fwenty-one "Pales t in ians  got 
murdered and m\ heart goes out to 
them." she said "But 800 I ebanese 
get murdered, and nobody's  saving 
anything about it. ! can't believe the

Please see Lebanese, page 2

Letters to S&Ls missing from official files
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Dozens of letters are miss­
ing from the special file of correspondence from 
members of Congress to savings and loan regu­
lators, according to the Office of Thrift Supervi­
sion.

Most of the letters were written by lawmakers 
on behalf of constituents who complained about 
problems in their dealings with S&Ls, such as 
accounts that were transferred from one thrift to 
another as the result of mergers.

But some letters provide evidence of members 
of Congress pressing regulators on behalf of S&L 
operators, some of w hom  contributed to the 
lawmakers' political campaigns.

There are thousands of letters, all maintained 
by the OTS and filed alphabetically un d e r  the 
names of the senators and  representatives who 
sent them The thrift supervision office, the fed­
eral agency created bv last vear s S&L bailout 
legislation, keeps the letters for its own use and 
opens them to members of the public by ap ­
pointment.

There is no supervision of people perusing the 
letters, which are kept in an area of OTS W ash­
ington headquarters that is ou t of view of agency 
employees.

Nancy Cohen, OTS' director of congressional 
correspondence, said she is aware of at least one 
entire file that is missing. Each file contains doz­
ens of letters arranged in chronological order.

Cohen declined to say what file is missing or

who may be suspected of taking it.
The agency has only one copy of each letter in 

the centralized archives, although individual re­
gulators may have kept their ow n copies, Cohen 
said.

"I know something's missing and it really 
bothers m e,"  she said. "I think it's real import­
ant to the agency" to make the tiles secure, she 
added, saying she has complained about the sit­
uation to high-level CM S officials.

"There is a problem; yy'e're trying to address 
the problem," said Robert Schm erm und direc­
tor of public affairs for O 1 S.

S&L contributions and  the role of some 
lawmakers has become a hot issue in this elec­
tion year. The escalating S&L crisis has made the 
letter file a sought-after source of information.
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Lebanese
Continued from page 1

U S g o v e rn m e n t  is not tak ing  ac­
tion "

Joe Trak, a L ebanese-A m erican  
w h o  lives in Austin ,  said, "T he  
main  th ing  is, w h e n  730 peop le  get 
s h o t  and  killed in cold b lood by the 
Svrian arm v, w o u ld  you s ta n d  by 
and  no t say an y th in g ?  I his  is a s im ­
ple co m par ison  ot w h a t 's  h a p p e n e d  
in Israel. W e 're  ask ing  {the U nited  
States) to do  the  sam e "

Walid Foum a said the lack ot rec­
ogn it ion  ex ten d s  to the American 
media. " I n n o c e n t  peop le  are being 
m assacred ,  an d  n o th in g  in tin- press 
is being  said a b o u t  it."

The d em o n s tr a to r s  insisted , h o w ­
ever. tha t the  rally w as  not a politi­
cal one "T h is  is not an issue b e ­
tw een  I eb a n o n  an d  Syria ,"  said 
lo u m a .  "T h is  is a h u m a n ita r ia n  
thing, not a political th ing. W e w an t  
to p reven t fu ture  th ings  from h a p ­
pening.

Richards
Continued from page 1

R eite ra t ing  a n o th e r  ca m p a ig n  
th e m e tha t  has  surfaced d u r in g  re­
cent rallies, Richards called tor the 
diversification ot sta te  offices so that 
officeholders rep resen t  Texas' d e m ­
ographic m ake-up .

"T he  g o v e rn m e n t  ot  Texas m u s t  
reflect the  pop u la t io n  ot t h i s  s t a t e ,  
a n d  t h e  g o v e rn o r  m u s t  m a k e  a 
pledge that a p p o in tm e n ts  to b o ard s  
a n d  com m iss ions  reflect the  p o p u la ­
tion i’t t h i s  s t a t e , "  s h e  said.

O n  tha t note, she  ridiculed Presi- 
: d e n t  B ush 's  recent veto ot a civil 

r i g h t s  b il l ,  calling the  action 'ab so ­
lutely o u trageous : '

D isrup ted  by hecklers ch an t ing  
" n o  taxes,"  Richards fired back at 
her o p p o n e n t s  bv po in ting  to 
Bush 's  recent invo lvem ent in rais­
ing taxes.

"It is im p o rta n t tha t w e d iscuss  ... 
the  issue of ta x a tio n ,” sh e  said. "Be­
c a u s e ,  you see, w e read his lips.

Parents: SA representative questions speech
and  now  w e k n o w  a b o u t  the R epub­
licans w h o  com e ou t  an d  say read  
their lips."

But a claim m a d e  by Richards that
was m ost d isp u te d  by Williams s u p ­
p o r t e r s  had  n o th in g  to do  w i t h  
abortion, th e .e n v iro n m e n t  or e d u c a ­
tion.

"T oday  m i friends, this race is 
ev e n ,"  R ichards said, a n d  Williams 
suppo r te rs  s taunch ly  den ied  the  
com m ent .

A ndv  Panos, vice cha irm an  of re­
lations for the  Y oung  C onserva tives  
of 1 e x a s  a n d  a Williams su p p o r te r  at 
the rally, said a poll re leased  Friday 
show ing  Williams a n d  Richards tied 
was w rong .

"It 's  not a tie race ,"  Panos said. 
"Clayton Williams w o n  this race a 
long time ago on  his no  tax stance. 
... The polls are  w r o n g .”

Sharin  Shafer, YCT sta te  chair­
w om an, said sh e  su p p o r ts  Williams 
for his pro-life a n d  his vo u ch e r  sys­
tem plan for s ta te  educat ion .
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m ove  political ideology from the 
i lassroom

The flier p rovoked  on e  paren t  to 
ask C u n n in g h a m  d u r in g  a ques tion- 
a n d - a n s w e r  period after the  speech 
ab o u t  the  charges.

S tu d en ts  w ere  not pe rm itted  to 
ask ques tions  d u r in g  the period. I e- 
Becca Paddock, adm in is tra t ive  a s ­
sistant fin the Visitors' C en ter ,  held 
s tu d e n ts  back as she  perm itted  
m e m b ers  of the  D ad 's  Association 
to ad d re ss  their  qu es t io n s  to L un- 
n in g h a m ,  most of which w ere  non- 
con trovers i a l.

O n e  UT p aren t, w h o  ask ed  not to 
ot1 identified, a sk ed  L u n n in g h a m  to 
respond  to the fact th a t in 1987, the 
U niversity  w as ran k e d  in U.S. News 
<S World Report's list ot the best 
schools, bu t  this w a r  w as  ranked  in 
the low er category ot "b e s t  ot the 
rest."

C u n n in g h a m  said, "I th ink  w e

Fiesta Flowers
3830 N L a m a t 

453-7619

ROSES $9.95
Cash & ( ''arrv

shou ld  all be taking a look at those  
(surveys | with a bit of skeptic ism. ...
I ho\ ask for a series of quan t i ta t ive  

da ta ,  and  w e  find it really k ind  of 
w orth less  and  not very good infor­
m a t i o n "

Factors tha t  U.S. News & World 
Report inc luded  in de te rm in in g  
r a n k i n g s  inc luded  the  total s p e n d ­
ing per  s tu d e n t  bv universities a n d  
the s tu d e n H o -fa c u l ty  ratio.

"T h e  s tu d e n t- tea ch e r  ratio, the  
w ay  w e have  calculated it for years,  
i s  2 ! .c> to I lost year, an d  this year  is 
20.4 to 1, a n d  th a t 's  the  w av  the 
AAU [Association of A m erican U ni­
versities) da ta  exchange system  
does  it," C u n n in g h a m  said.

U sing  a d iffe rent formula from 
the  University 's ,  U.S. News & World 
Report s ta ted ,  ho w ev e r ,  that the stu- 
dent-to-facultv  teacher  ratio w as  26

to 1 and  the  total sp e n d in g  per  s tu ­
d e n t  w as $9,573 —  for w hich  the
University  w as  ranked  132nd.

During  the  speech ,  C u n n in g h a m  
also a n n o u n c e d  that:

■ The  University  will es tablish a 
ca m p u sw id e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  adv is­
ing center,  w h ich  will be des ig n ed  
primarily to serve n ew e r  u n d e r ­
g radua tes  w ho  h av e  no t yet selected 
a major. T h e  cen te r  will su p p le m e n t  
the  academ ic adv is ing  p rov ided  by 
the colleges a n d  schools.

■ The University  will es tablish  a 
goal of d o ub ling  by 1995 the  value 
of e n d o w m e n ts  for u n d e rg ra d u a te  
scholarsh ips  an d  g rad u a te  s tu d e n t  
fellowships held by colleges a n d  
schools to $70 million, w ith  a fur­
ther  goal of d o ub ling  the  e n d o w ­
m en t  value  aga in  by the y ea r  2000 to 
$140 million.

'es/lm s

CAFFEINE HOURS
7-9 PM Daily

24th & San Antonio

IMMIGRATION
BARBARA HINES, pc.

Attorney at law  
BO ARD CERTIFIED

Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board o f Legal Specialization 

WORK VISAS 
LABOR CERTIFICATIONS 
PERMANENT RESIDENCE

1005 E. 40th 452-0201

University 
Market Facts...
During the next 12 months, stu­
dents of the university will spend 
$22 million tor new and used cars 
and trucks from Austin automotive 
dealers.

Source: “The University M arket'1 
Belden Associates, 1987

617 West 19th Street 1931 C. East Oltorf 
Austin, Texas 78705 Austin , Texas 78741 

(511) 482-0630 (512) 448 3313
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Stop by the ArtCarved co lleg e  ring display table during this special 
H allow een  event and register to w in  a bright pum pkin stuffed full o f  treats. 

It’s just the trick for fun this w eekend. So, d o n ’t m iss it!
(No purchase necessary. You need not be present to win.)

7IRTC/IRVED
^  COLLEGE JEWELRY

Special Payment Plans Available i

An ArtCarved class ring reflects the goal you have reached 
through hard work and dedication. ArtCarved knows that a 
student’s budget is tight so it's helping stretch the student 
dollar by mark ing down all styles of rings October 26 through 
November 3,1990. Plus we only require a $25.00 deposit and 
have special payment plans to fit any student's pocketbook. 
Drop by the ArtCarved ring counter and order your class ring 
today. You deserve it!

UNIVERSITY CO-OP
O N  TH E D R A G  A T  2246  G U A D A L U P E  • OPEN 7 DA Y S A WEEK FOR Y O UR C O N V EN IE N C E
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