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- L. Brodkey opened the meetmg wnh a brtef explanatton of the proposed
~curricular change for Fall 1990, All E 306 courses (with the exception of
those taught by [ aculty) would f ocus on the topic,"Writing about Difference.”
and would use the same textbook Racism and Sexism: An Integrated
Angm_gh At least in the first year, the course would concentrate on those
"classes” protected under Title VIIof the Civil Rights Act of 1964 from
employment dtscrtmtnatton on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, sex, age,
and disability. A course packet of Supreme Court decisions, including
* minority and/or dxssentmg opxnlons would provide students with excellent
examples of arguments and some additional insight into the kinds of social
,'complextties that attend any and all opinions. The topic and the text would
serve at least two important educattonal goals: first, the entire semester
would be devoted to an exammatton of the difference between opinions and
arguments; second, the course would contrib ute to the university-wide effort
to mtegrate multtcultural educatton mto the undergraduate curriculum,

Brodkey then asked the commtttee to advzse her about the course and the
text. The discussion that followed: mostly concerned the strengths and
weaknesses of Racism and Sextsm as the text for a standarized E 306
curriculum. Most members saw 'the sections on definitions and distinctions
among mdmdual 1nst1tutlonal and systemic acts of racism and sexism as
strengths, and most saw its lack of biographical information as a weakness. -
Brodkey mentioned that Sarah Klmball had already pointed out that some of
the information on racial slurs | was simply inaccurate. Boththen talked

~ about how such problems could be used as part of the course, as a way of
teachmg students that pubhshed material is not to be taken at face value. It
was suggested that the | uthor mlght_ be asked to provide biographical
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