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16 Introductions 

15. An analogous debate currently rages concerning the nature of literature, literary

studies, texts appropriate to critical analysis, ''the canon,'' and so on. As Eagleton argues, 

"There is no 'essence' of literature whatsoever. Any bit of writing may be read 'non­

pragmatically', if that is what reading a text as literature means, just as any writing may 

be read 'poetically' " (Literary Theory 9). 

16. See Friedman, "Multiculturalism," for a fuller account.
17. Ivins reflects this attitude in ''For Crying Out Loud, It's Only an English Course.''




