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D ining In
Save money: Vote no to franchising

T he Iexas Union Dinmg Services referendum on food ser­
vices is W ednesday and Thursday. The question com es 
dow n to this: Should w e pav for a $2.94 fee increase to 

keep I  nion D ining Services or should w e give up control and 
allow franchises to com e in7

\  ote no on the referendum . Vote no to franchising.
Extras fees pepper our fee bills, and it is tempting to vote 

against any fee increase of any kind. But this one is really worth  
approving.

UDS offers a unique situation for UT students —  they have a 
variety of foods at extrem ely com petitive prices. UDS has the 
power to respond to students' tastes and needs. M cDonald's or 
Taco Bell alm ost certainly would not be as sensitive.

Pro-franchising advocates favorite argum ent is that students 
should not have to subsidize a failing business —  saving money 
for them is the bottom line. Such concern is understandable, but 
it is possible to save m oney and keep our UDS at the same time.

According to a study conducted by the UDS Marketing C om ­
mittee, the average L DS prices are lower than the food prices of 
comparable vendors. For exam ple, half a chicken salad sub at 
Armadeli in the Union costs 80 cents less than its counterpart at 
Subway. Using this exam ple you would have to eat at the Union 
3W times a sem ester —  less than once a month —  to com pensate  
totally for the fee increase.

Considering that many students spend a great part of the day 
on cam pus anyw ay and som e eat at the Union almost every day, 
it is reasonable to suggest that m any students will end up sav in g  
m oney by voting against franchising.

Do we really w ant any m ore of a fast-food hell surrounding us? 
Almost every franchise imaginable is already available within 
short walking distance of the Union. We don't need two Jack-in- 
the-Boxes alm ost right across the street from each other, nor 
could students support both of them.

UDS offers variety to a diverse student body that run-of-the- 
mill fast food chains just don't offer. UDS recently added a 
health-food m enu for those watching their weight, cholesterol 
and/or pesticide levels, and has taken initiatives to use environ­
mentally safe serving containers.

Student jobs also are at issue. Franchises will eliminate 67 full­
time and 150 part-tim e jobs. Additionally, students themselves 
serve on LD S Board subcom m ittees, and options have been ex­
plored to allow business and advertising majors to have a for- 
credit internship program  with UDS.

1 he I exas Union is here to serve the students. It can best do 
that w ithout outside franchises com ing in and shutting students 
out. Libraries do not expect to make m oney from their fines, and 
the Union should not sacrifice student interests' in favor of m ax­
imizing profits.

—  K ate  Je ffr ey

It's time for Bush to stop posturing
George Bush has seen his popularity d e­

cline in past w eeks. His kid-like buf­
foonery —  shutting  dow n the govern­

m ent, boating as troops go ov erseas, "read  mv 
h ip s" —  has positioned him squarely on the 
precipice of a Jim m v C arter-like irrelevance.

T he problem , as it w as with C arter, is one of 
confusing righteous posturing w ith good 
governance. Political pressures have led Bush 
to take "p rin cip led " stand s on com plex issues 
that lend them selves to public sim plicity. The 
result has been good television —  im ages of 
Bush and the flag in front o f W ashington 's 
m onum ent com e to m ind —  but the use of such 
scripted intransigence has paralyzed the legis­
lative process.

B u sh 's veto o f the Civil R ights A ct of 1990 
d em onstrates this failing. That bill sou ght to 
overrule a half d ozen  Sup rem e C ourt d ecisions 
relating to federal anti-d iscrim ination laws. 
T here w as a broad con sen su s that th is should 
be done; am ong civilians, even Business Week 
favored the bill.

The consequence of the veto is that provi­
sions on w hich, as Sen . O rrin H atch, R -U tah, 
said, "w e  all a g re e " will have to w ait for the 
next session. A m ong these are the extension  of 
rem edies to victim s o f intentional sex discrim i­
nation, and the re in statem ent of the only anti- 
discrim ination bill applicable to 11 million 
w orkers in firm s w ith 15 or few er em ployees.

If you will recall, B u sh 's  prim ary objection  to 
the bill w as that it would prom ote quotas. The 
argum ent goes that, at som e point, you m ake it 
too difficult for bu sin essp eop le  to defend them ­
selves from d iscrim ination suits. T he econom y, 
and also fairness, w ould suffer as b u sin essp eo­
ple would respond by hiring according to d em ­
ographics, thus im periling the very  equalitv of
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op portunity that is ev ery o n e 's  goal.
O f cou rse, that is a legitim ate concern , and 

the language proposed by the D em ocrats in the 
beginning o f the d ebate m ade it a reasonable 
one as well. That language w ould have forced 
em ployers to ju stify  hiring practices as "e s s e n ­
tial' to the perform ance of the job. This w as 
thought by m any to be an alm ost im possible 
burden upon em ployers; the alarm  of quotas 
w as sound ed , and rightly so.

But m onths p assed , the legislation changed , 
and at the end the tw o sides w ere very' close  to 
an agreem ent. In fact, the language eventually  
passed in C ongress w as alm ost identical to a 
proposal m ade by the Bush ad m inistration in 
Ju ly. A ccording to Sen . John  D anforth , R -M o., 
speaking a few days before the veto, "T h e re  is 
very little to d istinguish w hat the president 
agreed to in July from the language that is now  
before us.'

The fine point o f d isagreem ent dealt w ith 
disparate im pact cases, w hich D anforth e sti­
m ates as constitu ting less than on e-h alf o f 1 
p ercent of all em ploym ent civil rights cases in 
the past four years. The law w ould have been  
reinstated roughly to the state it w as for 17 
years until 1989, w hen the W ard 's C ove d eci­
sion o f the Sup rem e C ourt m ade it easier for 
em ployers to ju stify  discrim inatory practices.

So  all of this talk about quotas affects a 
m inuscule num ber o f civil rights cases, and it 
focuses prim arily on a fine point o f legal verb i­
age that the ad m inistration w ould have accep t­
ed in Ju ly. The d ifference? By O ctober, Bush 
had realized that quotas are a " 'b u rn  the fla g "

issue. T hese are issu es that would be difficult to 
explain to B u sh 's perceived con stitu en cy , or at 
least that is the theory, and so they are used to 
counter the un fortunate "w im p " label with 
which Bush has been saddled.

It worked w ith the flag, and w ith the no- 
new -taxes pledge in the cam paign. Aides w ith­
in the adm inistration  hoped that such tactics 
would w ork again They w anted  Bush to 
toughen his im age am ong conservatives by 
standing up to the civil rights lobby w hile 
m aintaining the rhetorical high ground o f fair­
ness and equal op portunity . S o  after d em and ­
ing and w inning substantial co n cessio n s on the 
bill, he re jected  it.

Now this is n o t1 to suggest that bad bills 
should be passed m erely if good things are 
present in them . But we should dem and that 
the president not thw art the will o f C ongress 
tor cynical partisan gain; ih a t he not exploit le­
gitim ate concerns o f judicial fairness to further 
political end s.

O f all the statem ents m ade w hile C ongress 
w as bickering this session , here is the best. 
Sen . Arlen Sp ecter, R-Pa.:

"T h ere  is p lenty  o f job d iscrim ination that 
goes on in A m erica today, and it is high time 
we stop decid ing m ajor issues in th is country 
by 5-4 d ecisions of the Sup rem e C ou rt and high 
tim e that in tf»e Senate  and C o n gress we all 
stop m aneuvering for every last ou nce o f ad­
v an tag e ."

And it is high tim e that this p resid ent, w ho 
in World W ar II proved that he is no w im p, 
leave the issue of m anliness to high school m en 
com ing o f age and get on w ith the b u sin ess of 
governing.

Calhoon is a first-year Lae student.

Multicultural education needs to be 'multi' and 'cultural
Multiculturalism  m eans 

different things to dif­
ferent people. It can 
connote crude politicizing, but it 

can also be broad ened  into an aca­
dem ic su b ject that d eserves s e ­
rious study. T he U niversity C o u n ­
cil's appointm ent of an academ ic 
com m ittee on m ulticulturalism  is a 
w elcom e step in that d irection as it 
includes the directors of area cen ­
ters such as Asian and M iddle 
Eastern Studies.

It is tim e that m ulticulturalism  
lived up to its nam e and devel­
oped into a m eaningful studv, 
with various approaches, of d iffer­
ent cu ltu res, their in teractions, 
and their contributions to civiliza­
tion at large rather than of one 
tribe or the other. T hat w ay, we'll 
be dealing with a rich and sub­
stantive su b ject rather than a nar­
row and contrived  one. Let me 
com m ent on various asp ects of the 
definition that I have given.

■ Various approaches. My first 
law (and I h aven 't patented it u n ­
der my nam e yet) about m ulticul­
turalism  and related phenom ena 
is that the am ount of vociferation 
expended on virtues like plural­
ism , diversity and inclu siveness is 
usually in inverse proportion to 
the w illingness to let these  very 
virtues govern their ow n im ple­
m entation; the clum sy attem p ts 
last year at effecting the new  E ng­
lish 306 are a good exam ple.
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W e can do a great deal better 
than that. Ju stice  Brennan, in a fa­
m ous d ecision , defined university 
classroom s as a m arketplace for 
free ideas. They  are also a free  
m arketplace o f such ideas. G iven 
the longstand ing pluralism  o f the 
A m erican universities and the in ­
trinsic inclusiveness of m ulticul­
turalism , a diversity  of form ats 
and choices is appropriate. Let 
this be an op portunity for genuine 
creativity instead of dreary regi­
m entation.

In other w ords, no single, re­
quired course will do. T he experi­
ence on oth er cam p u ses, w hich 
rushed to precipitous and trendy 
im plem entation, has been  that 
m onopolistic cou rses are poor in 
quality, need to be artificially 
propped up and breed m ore re­
sen tm ent than they heal. Instead, 
let there be com petition in equali­
ty. Stu dents here are starved for 
good courses. The attem pt to capi­
talize on captive aud iences, such 
as English 306, is a sign of w eak­
ness, and an understandable one 
at that. It com es from a distrust to 
let people m ake inform ed choices.

But this should not be the pat­
tern for other m ulticultural cours­
es. In the absence of a core curric­
ulum , w hich is not to be confused

with distribution requirem ents, 
un iversities have becom e higher 
ed u cation 's equivalent to them e 
parks. The upside is that depart­
m ents have a great deal of latitude 
in creating and adding new  cou rs­
es and  ditching old ones. M ulti­
cultural courses could not en cou n ­
ter a m ore favorable setting.

■ Interaction between 'carious cu l­
tures. T he p h enom enon  is nothing 
new  and can be usefully  studied 
from  a historical perspective. Ex­
am ples abound. O n e  is the culture 
of C h ristians, Je w s  and Arabs in 
m edieval Spain before the Inquisi­
tion. A nother, a big one, is the 
H ellenistic and R om an world 
since A lexander the G reat. It w as 
a com p osite  o f d ifferent cultures 
and ethnicities. So far from  being 
Eurocentric, it encom p assed  all of 
the  M ed iterran ean , in clu d ing  
N orth  Africa and Egypt, much of 
the N ear East and, at tim es, siz­
able portions of the M iddle East 
extend in g  as far as A fghanistan 
and the Indus Valley.

A closer look at it show s that 
the current catch phrase about 
"d ead  white European m ales" is 
as inaccurate as it is racist and sex­
ist: W ith reference to G reece and 
R om e, it is m ore precise to speak 
about light- to dark-brow n near 
eastern  and M editerranean people 
w h ose cultural traditions have re­
m ained vital and lively not be­
cau se o f cultural im perialism , but

because of their richness and 
adaptability.

Because of this wider context, 
m ulticulturalism  provides a w el­
com e op portu nity  to open up 
som e m ore global and historical 
perspectives. T h ey  are not in 
abund ant evid ence here: Those 
w ho blather about the U niversi­
ty 's allegedly E urocentric curricu­
lum obviously have not taken the 
trouble to look at the actual pro­
gram  of cou rses taken by graduat­
ing sen iors in b u sin ess, en g in eer­
ing, psychology, etc.

It is tim e to look at reality and 
not live in a w orld o f slogans. That 
reality includes the fact that cu l­
ture transcend s race and that cre­
ative individuals, regardless of 
ethnicity , can w ork in various cu l­
tural traditions. The latest ad apta­
tion of H om er's ep ics, e .g ., is by a 
D erek W alcott, a C aribbean poet, 
and is set in the m ulticultural m i­
lieu o f that part o f the m odern 
w orld.

■ Various cultures' contributions to 
civilization. The serious study o f 
h istory and culture has nothing to 
do with ethnic cheerlead ing or d e­
nigration. A d istinguished cultural 
heritage is not the passport to au ­
tom atic esteem  (as the G reek and 
Italian im m igrants to this cou ntry  
found out), let a lone self-esteem , 
which is based on a totally d iffer­
ent set of factors, m ost o f them  re­
lated to individual accom plish­

m ent. T he d istinction  is im portant 
and once m ore applies to  the vital­
ity o f cultural traditions: They are 
not sim ply static inheritan ces in 
w hich we can take pride and leave 
it at that. R ather, they are kept vi­
tal by constan t op en n ess , in terac­
tion w ith others, innovation  and 
creativity.

For m e as a classicist, e .g ., it re­
ally d o esn 't m atter w h eth er the 
an cient Egyptians w ere black or a 
p aler sh ad e  o f b ro w n , and 
w hether they w ere the ancestors 
o f the G reeks. R ather, the point is 
w hat did the G reeks and R om ans 
do w ith such trad itions, how  did 
these traditions evolve, and  w hat 
kept them  vital?

I he sam e applies to m any other 
cultures around the globe. Som e 
have been neglected  and need 
m ore attention , but not in artificial 
ways (the teaching in Russian 
schools that R ussians invented 
ju st about everyth ing  apparently 
w asn 't effective in solving that 
cou ntry 's real problem s).

N or should the em p h asis be 
d eterm ined by w h oever is m ost 
vocal on the M all. T h at is a serious 
shortcom ing in the oth erw ise  sen ­
sible definition of m ulticultural 
education w hich cam e from  the 
C ollege o f Liberal A rts on April 
25, 1990, at the height o f the Sam ­
bo afterm ath. I’he "trad itio n s  and 
experience of A frican-A m ericans 
and M exican -A m erican s" are sin­

gled out; this is a need less affront, 
e .g ., to the Asian A m ericans w ho 
are the second largest m inority on 
cam pus and w ho rep resen t som e 
of the w orld 's m ajor cu ltures.

C onversely , to give a final ex­
am ple from my ow n discipline, 
traditional inattention to groups 
neglected  by stu d en ts o f civiliza­
tion can be reversed in entirely re­
sponsible and su bstantive  w ays. 
The largest com p on en t o f the pop­
ulation o f G reece and Rom e w as 
the rural one. For classic archeolo- 
gists, in their ob session  with edif­
ice com plexes, the rural popula­
tion really did not exist until two 
decades ago w hen a U T team , un- 

' der the direction o f P rofessor Jo ­
s e p h  C a r te r , s y s te m a t ic a l ly  
opened up this m ajor asp ect of the 
ancient w orld. W ithou t any pos­
turing and m oralizing, this e n ­
deavor has becom e a m uch im itat­
ed m odel because o f its itrinsic 
value and quality.

T h e presence of the sam e char­
acteristics will d eterm ine the suc­
cess or failure of m ulticultural 
studies on this cam pu s. Let there 
be m ultiple approaches, and let 
there be a study of m any cultures 
and their relationships.

This is w hat m ulticultural really 
m eans.

G alinsky is an A rm strong C enten­
nial professor o f  classics.

See the 'V ie w p o in t/  Kyle
The recent editorial w ritten by Kate Je f­

frey touting M cD onald 's P resid ent, Ed 
Rensi, and the socially responsible actions 
of M cD onald 's ("B e in g  G re e n ,"  The D aily  
Texan, N ov. 5) is m isguided at best. Al­
though M cD onald 's decision to phase out 
plastic foam containers for the use of pa­
per is w elcom e but overdue chang e, all it 
really am ounts to is that M cD onald 's will 
still be selling poison in paper rather than 
Styrofoam . W hat about M cD onald 's social 
responsibility  to provide health prom oting  
foods?  Ed Rensi explains the sw itch to pa­
per as the com pany w anting to "d o  w h at's 
r ig h t."  Will he do the right thing and quit 
trying to addict people, m ainly ch ild ren , 
to his heavy fat and sodium -laden foods? I 
think not.

At a national food con feren ce in O cto ­
ber, Rensi urged conference attend ees to 
accept the "L ead ersh ip  C h allen g e" and 
band together to alter the sw eeping  trend 
of A m erica's paralyzing fear of d ietary or

environm ental risks. "T h e  next tim e a 'risk 
terrorist' threatens us with accu sation s of 
poisoning A m erica, we should all band to­
gether to bom bard the public w ith the 
truth. Is this the lead you w ant other 
com panies to follow , Kate?

Rensi stated that the industry should 
cultivate the pu blic 's trust by being truth­
ful about the healthfu lness of w hat it 
serves. "D o n 't  claim  it un less it's  solid sci­
e n c e ,"  he sputtered . W ell, M cD onald 's, 
are the new  1990 dietary guid elines for 
A m ericans announced  last M onday scien­
tific enough for you? The seven  dietary 
guidelines offer nothing really new  to us. 
W ith the possible exception of M r. Rensi, 
m ost educated people are aw are o f the im ­
portance of reducing fat to no m ore than 
30 percent o f o n e 's  diet w hile increasing 
carbohydrate intake from  vegetables, 
fruits, and w hole grains. M cD onald 's pro­
m otes their idea of a nutritious lunch as a 
cheesebu rger, french fries and a Coke 
which is over 30 percent in fat, high in

sodium  and low or ab sen t in fruits, vege­
tables and low grains. An adult eating this 
type of meal uses up m ost of his allotm ent 
for fat and sodium , and this is only one 
meal! It is extrem ely alarm ing w hen ch il­
dren consu m e this meal since their allot­
m ents are much less.

It is a little too early , Kate, to pat 
M cD onald s on the back. They cannot be 
labeled socially responsible w hen they do 
not participate in greater source reduction 
m ethods in the corporation , heavy use of 
precycled and recycled m aterials, an e ffec­
tive recycling program and m ost im port­
ant, offering health prom oting foods.

M cD onald 's is cram m ed dow n our 
throats continually. You s e e  the golden 
arches everyw here, they 're  even trying to 
get on cam pus. M ost of u s  w ould do an y ­
thing to keep M cD onald 's and other m ulti­
national corporations off our cam pus. I 
thought that stud ents paying $2.94 a year 
extra in fees to keep  a self-operated food 
service would easily pass, but your type of

short-sighted  present-oriented  th inking is 
scaring m e, Kate. Can you envision the 
burnt orange glow o f the T ow er right next 
to the golden arches in the U nion? N ot a 
prettv picture.

The m ere thought o f M cD onald 's and 
corporate A m erican taking over ou r U n ­
ion 's food service is sickening and repu l­
sive. If voting on the referendum  is in fa­
vor of the m ultinational franchises, then 
we will lose our advantage of low er prices, 
greater variety, the choice of nutritionally  
sound m eals, natural foods and ou r stu ­
dent control. Ah, but that's  another story, 
Kate.

Kyle Pierce 
Psychology

Mail call for ... Mr. Ritchie?
Given that C O G S appointed  you , D a­

vid, to represent the view s of grad uate 
students in the graduate school, it w ould 
be helpful if in the future you w ould regu ­

larly attend the Council o f G rad u ate Stu ­
dents m onthly m eetings.

Before you respond to a reporter inaccu­
rately representing  w hat graduate stu­
dents w ant, p lease get in touch with the 
constituency you purport to represent so 
that you will be able to accurately clarify 
our position w hen it is being m is­
represented or m isunderstood.

Your presen ce is expected at the m onth­
ly m eeting W ednesday, N ov. 14, at 5 p .m . 
in Main 212 to answ er qu estions about 
your m isrepresentation of our view s in the 
Students' A ssociation and in The Daily Tex­
an ..

Furtherm ore, w e w ould like to hear 
from you w hat actions you intend to take 
to better represent our view s in the future 
and to repair the dam age to our future 
w orking relations with the SA  you may 
have caused by your recent com m ents.

Victoria M oore 
President, COGS


