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Gribben pushes ‘receivership for English department

fcditor s note: The following is the full text of a
fuU 4 etter trom Alan Gribben professor of Eng-
lish to Dallas resident Anne Blakenev a member of
the I I Liberal Arts Foundation Council We believe
the etter - contents alone serve as a strong enough
indictment or Gribben » positions. The letter was
obtained through the Texas Open Records Act bv
Tom Philpott and Scott Henson co-editors ot the

Polemicist.
I -K'.on of the Encash .Vc course' Ifeel ven
strc-ng x that academic courses at the Uruver-
>f Texas at Austin should not be politicized and
t been voca and public about this opinion Dur-
rtv In vears m this Enc >h department, i have
essed its gradual domination b\ a highlv peliti-
itaction ot radical literarv theorists Their meth-
nclude character assassination and intimidation,
nincredible result among mv 80 English protes-
Icolleagues onh a handtul today agree that net-
the E.Vc nor anv other English course should be
pol cued Mv -unoort on tms issue comes mamlv
from faculty members m other departments and
schools — psychology sociology chemical engineer-
ing law. The fact that I —a traditionally inclined
iterature professor — have been the main thorn in
the rao. ca-> side has made me controversial You
have a nght to know mv status in the department
Aou will hear e« fhly derogatory things said about me.
but you mav be assured that [am a dedicated teach-
er aproducing scholar with, a national reputation
and a principled person oriented toward stability in
his family s life and activities Gan the same be said
ot mv manv detractors'

Your after of assistance tn my ettort to halt the new
E-Vo course reform my out-of-control department
and rescue my academic career at the University is
more than Icould hope tor. If we accomplish one
even one of these we might accomplish all or them
eventuailv Ibelieve thatthe Uruv ersity ot Texas ulti-
mately’ belongs to the state ot Texas and the citizens
who take an interest in its direction care about the
quality and mtegntv ot its instruction and are willing
to communicate with other like-minded individuals
about its performance. Probably 30 or more people
have contacted me since lbegan speaking and writ-
ing m public about the politicization of our freshman
composition, course and ail were well-intentioned
and resolved to help in some manner, but ohfy mem-
bers or the Liberal Arts Foundation Council actually
understand how the University operates and what it
will take to effect any significant improvement in the
Enigish department situation.

As I mentioned m our conversation [have come to
the conclusion that our problems are so profound
and likely to be longlasting that:

m The English department should be placed in
receivership indefinitely with someone like Donald
Foss (chairman of the pyschology department) as its
director for several vears and then be governed by a
new Engl >h chairman appointed directly bv Gerhard

la *vvou 'or contacting me about the politic*

Fonkerv executive vice pre-ident and provost and

m Dunng this period of receivership the depart-
ment s faculty should be divided into a Department
of Critical Theory and Cultural Studies and a Depart-
ment of Eng -h Literature and Language. This divi-
sion or the radical theor.-ts from the remaining tradi-
tional scholars would give the latter the freedom to
offer a true literature a id writvng program Or

m Barring t ie accomp -hment or these steps the
two Universitv-wide required English courses (E306
Holnk should be abolt-heci thus ending the necessi-
ty or hiring additional English professors at the rate
thev have been recruited from the most radicalized
*but prestigious graduate programs across the na-
tion

Most vital of all will be a comprehending College of
Liberal Ams dean with nerve and a determination to
oversee the recruiting policies and decisions of the
English department which has lost ail sense of tradi-
tion direction civility and academic freedom m the
classroom.

In short the LT Department or English has be-
come dvstunctiona! Its mam motivational dnves are
basicalh fear or censure bv the enforcing ideological
element and hope ot reward financial or other, for
adhering to their reigning dogma Manv of the facul-
ty radicals in English departments are influenced bv
the Marxist conviction that :vuvr itself should be the
end of all endeavors even educational ones. This
overbearing view that the individuat is helpless and
must align with a cause or network stymies any
idealism suggesting that an undergraduate can trust
his or her own abilities to exist independently of a
radical political group \ew spaper reporters routine-
ly remark to me about the perx asive tear thev
sen-e among our English faculty — something that
puzzles them since one associates a university with
the protection ot free speech and the contest of ideas.
\et just to sa\ that our English department ought
principally to teach the history and features of Eng-
lish literature language and writing is viewed as out-
rageously heretical — so dangerous, indeed as to
warrant slanderous attacks.

It 1oould spec:tv the most disturbing trend I have
observed here in the past 10 vears, it would be the
selectve recruitment or new faculty members with an
expectation that they will bring with them an ideolo-
gized sense or advocacy — radical feminism Marxist
analysis, militant ethnic studies, anti-canonical
campaigns Third World oppression studies — to in-
fluence -tudents inside and outside the classroom.
Anyone who objects to these efforts at propagandiz-
ing and political sloganeering is branded as a hated
representative of the bourgeois status quo. Rumor-
mongering has replaced parliamentary discussion as
an accepted form of acheiving a departmental con-
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sensus

Ilook forward to working with the Liberal Arts
Foundation Council to return this troubled academic
unit to something resembling an English department
that teaches English rather than politics.



