Suggested course deletion stirs controversy
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Students and lecturers will both
lose if English 346K —
quired for all students is discon-
tinued after this semester, English
teachers said Wednesday.

William Sutherland, chairman of
the of English, said
Tuesday he has recommended that
the course be dropped because the
department will not be able to ade-
quately staff the class.

Next fall, students subject to 198.3

a class re-

Department

catalog requirements would enter
the class, swelling its enrollment.
This will increase the number of

classes needed from the current 82
to almost 150, Sutherland said
Wednesday.

But lecturers in the Department of
English said Sutherland has other
motives.

"What Sutherland is trying to do

is fire all the lecturers and cheat all
the students out of the writing class-
es they need," said David Beer, lec-
turer.
Lecturer
Sutherland's
staffing was

James Skaggs said

claim of inadequate
"absolutely untrue,”
because many lecturers this semes-
ter had the number of courses they
teach cut from four to three. The
smaller course load also led to pro-
portional pav cuts

Robert Twombly, associate pro-
fessor, said lecturers have no 10b se-
curity because they are do not have
tenure. "They are hired for low
wages to teach a very heavy load
he said.

Both Skaggs and Beer said a split
between the department's literature

and composition teachers was an-
other reason the course Writing
for Different Disciplines mav be

eliminated.
"The purpose is to have a small.

cozy clique of literature scholars by
themselves, without being bothered
by grading writing,’ Beer said
"Their own literature studies are of
little use to anyone, whereas <(im-
position skills are badly needed

Neill Megaw professor of Englisf
and past chairman of the depart-
ment, s<hd he was "horrified" bv
the recommendation  Ibis i* a fan-
tastic sellout of students who need
he said
students under the
1983 catalog must receive credit 'or
English 306, 316K and H6K if (46K
were abolished, students could
graduate without ever taking Eng-
lish composition Skaggs
said. Student*- an place out of 306,
and 316K is a
course.

Joseph Kruppa, associate chair-
man of the department and
ate professor
rently

help writing,
Currently,

courses,

literature sun to

issoci-
said students are cur-
required to take two other

substantial V riting c( mponent
(outrses as ,-€ll as the three English
ci>urs<*s

Hirrur ti g the course would
foro e'her colleges to offer -smilar
writing on rses, rather than bur-
dening tf nglish d< p jftment with
verv U! ‘udent Kruppa said

Sutherland said ho did not want
to ommit the department t( years

of r\erbu dene 146K

"Should w( i.omi imrse

\re we pit sed v oh the c turse
Kruppa jid It rers \ he were

nof rehired bv th< indi* i Depart-
ment could find jobs teaching other
substantia! -1 fir g
courses in oth* r
partments

Slither! ind and Kruppa said thev
have not vet calculated how many lec-
turers would not be rehired if the class
were abolished, but Skaggs estimated
the number to be 40 to 50 teachers,
mam of them with dodo rates.

ompont nt
I coll* ges and de-



