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1o offer thosa courses had been approved by a desn and a vice-president, WNow

. sherlod mast not be allowed o shiifd the hlame for the ineredivd
fiaseo of the 3wy Bnglish requirements,

{a) The Deonriuent did not approve the new requirements in 1978, as %
Sutherlond saye, but in 1080, Abandomment follows inaugmration immediately,

{b) The issislation passed by the University Council did noi eall fox every

T

student to tole 3K, On the condravry, the Council acted after it had been ax
cazed, by Mr. Xinneavy ns the liylish Depar tment's spokesman, that "transfier
cvedit for o composition course bayond i, 306 seiisfies this roquirement,”
fraasfer cvoed it would therefore have oxcmpled a substantial nuwiber of junicwss
and gendors from 340K if Mr, Kimnenvy's explicit assuwrance Lad heen truae, indow
rapented quosiioning after the Council had acted, President I'lawn explained thos
somebody had involked a "long=established policy™ that "a lower-division byonsfov
sourse j& not cquivalent to en upper-division course” and that vssurarmes to the
contrary were of no effeet. Im deteriindng equivalencies for transfer ¢f ore!
Mr, Plawn said, the Director of Admissicns "sceks advice regarding gpecific courses
from the department’ [erphasis added]; nnd it wos ‘b, Kinneavy, tho Departinent’a
spokeammn, who tried to tell the Council why, despile his assuronce; o secand
freshmen conrse would transfer, not as the equivnlent of 340K, but as a cours: Wit
a "substontinl writing componendt.®

(s} The University Council cennot e made o seapegeat for approving vhe reguire=
wofat of both 340K snd the “substantin) writing” courses, as Mr, Quitherland sugpesis.
The entive bureasusrauy, ineludinyy the chnirmon of the nglish Depavtment, the doan,
wd Mr, Kinnesavy as the Deparitment's spolesman, pushed hard for the new require-
monts apd ridieculed my stromg ebjections, The Departuwent gave Mr, Kinneavy o ,
of thanks when the legisiation pesscd. When difficuities nrcse as soon as the new
vequiroments wers put into effect, Mr, Sutherland himeeif cppeared in University
Covneil and joimed Mr, Plawn and others in the effox? to dismiss my gresticns
without real answers,

(@) Thus twe yeewms of discussion and debnie, end (accordin: o Mp. Kioncavy;
move veavs of previous plamning, wen? imto the establishment o7 the new roquive=
wente; the Departuwent’s bureaucrats weve at ol 1l tinsa fully informed; they dfd
not raise the ohjections which My, Sutherland now rrises; but instead they did

verything possible to persunde *he University Council t¢ avcept thelr proposais,

which Mr, Kinnesvy falsely claimed uere mandated by o study that I hed made sooe
vears before. I opposed the new remquirements; the shudent merhers of the Univar-
sity Council mnanimounaly eoppoaed thom; bab all to no avail,

(o) tr, Sutherland's recent atteck on 1,106 and B,286 is woll known, thouh Hr,
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Kinneavy in University Couneil hed praised the work of the Writing Lab as a Yuarvels

ous suctess.” President Flawm dended . Sutherlond®e ¢laim that the decisicn nol

Sutherland mmounces o decision vo waiwe the 346 requirement, thus dextroying
vaunted new program {described, in the debate concerning it, cs “the best copy
tiom plan in the countzy"), and destiroying it in o shorter time Uhan was used o
planning and debating it. The Inglish Departmzent s left with o rhetorie progzsn
for greduntc students--but with just ode required cmurse in rhetoris, lMeaowhile
theore is natisne-wide conmplaint of s “literacy orisis,” and Vmiversily-wide cow-
plaint that cur wndergraduates cen’t write, Vhen I becamwe directer ef Ireshmn
Imglish in 1069, my first action had to be to prevent the furtherf lewering ef
the already low ocxempticn score for tha® Tirst freshmm coursn., The more AT
changes, the nmore it stays the same,

(£) Mr, Sutherland has succeaded; however, in providing new evidence for i
sustnined ohjestion that from the hegimming, the new requironuenis were prinarily
a loristic devico to reduce enwollm=mt and consequently staff in the courses Ar
Fuglish eomposition,

et Mr, Sutherland is not the enly bureauciat whe is trying %o shift the )
eraoy's Dlunder, The Toxeo fop Felreary LB

g Fonkens UThe ¥nglieh Departasud woe wmble o provide the number of covress
i instructors roquired,® That meaus, weally, that the adminisbtral ion hebposd to
push through a plan for which it refused %o provide the necessery monay; Fom'tan
wnz enragad when I opposed the plan which the adninistration ws pushing.
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Phan the hureswernts and theiy spolbesman have gunrantsed mother year cr more
of gread aritation in the Department, more mentel snguish for the “part=timer..®
Studsrta who can't write won'd get the lelp they nced, DBui alter ycaws of eifozt,
the litern?i have finally sucecedest in reducing the Departmesis’s composi tlon ve=
cuirement to a single conrse, The teaching ef thet couwrse will provide suppord,







