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D irty  P ool
Barton Springs is threatened, again

F1 ew  is su e s  reallv  b rin g  p e o p le  to  A ustin  C ity  C o u n cil m e e t­
in g s in la rg e  n u m b e rs , b u t a n y  p u blic h e a n n g  o n  an  o rd i­
n an ce  re la tin g  to  w ate r q u ality , esp ecia lly  th at o f  Barton  

C reek  o r B arton  S p r in g s , in e v ita b ly  m ean s th at c itiz en s  crow d  the 
C ou n cil C h a m b e rs  and  te stify  fo r as lo n g  as c o u n d lm e m b e rs  will 
listen .

Th is su m m er w as m ark ed  bv sev eral su ch  m a ra th o n s , m ost of 
w h ich  en d ed  w ith  th e  co u n cil p o stp o n in g  action  on  w h a te v er 
m e asu re  w as b e in g  co n s id e re d . T h is  T h u rsd a y , th e co u n cil will 
ag a in  in d ica te  w h ere  it s ta n d s  o n  B arton  C ree k  issu es.

F irst, th e  co u n cil w ill v o te  o n  ap p ro v a l o f th e P ark sto n e 
P lan n ed  U nit D ev e lo p m en t, a p lan  to  conv ert 130 acres  a lo n g  
Barton  C ree k  in to  a p a rtm e n ts  an d  co m m ercia l bu ild in g s. D ev e l­
o p m en t o f th e  area w ould  p o llu te  ru n o ff and  ground  w ater th at 
flow s in to  B arton  S p rin g s.

T h e P C D  w ould  a lso  add to  th e  a m o u n t o f im p erv io u s co v er —  
su rfaces such as co n cre te  th a t d o  not allow  w ater to p e n etra te  th e  
ground  —  in the Barton C ree k  w a te rsh ed . Im p erv iou s co v er d e ­
grad es w ater q u ality  bv n ot a llo w in g  natu ral filtration  of p o llu ­
tion . T w o  en d an g ered  sp e c ie s  h av e b een  fou nd on the P ark sto n e 
site . O th e r  re a so n s  for o p p o s in g  th e  P C D  ap p ear in th e  g u est 
co lu m n  b elo w .

A fter th e  PU D  is co n s id e re d , th e  co u n cil will hold  th e first 
public h ea rin g  (w h ich  w ill e n d  at 11 p .m ., th an k s to  th e Todd 
co u n cil's  d es ire  to  get th in g s  o v er w ith ) on the rev ised  C o m p re­
h en siv e  W atersh ed  O rd in a n c e , a reso lu tion  d esig n ed  to p ro tect 
th e  w ater qu ality  o f B arton  S p r in g s  from  d ev e lo p m e n t. D ev elo p ­
ers ' in tere sts  are ex p e cted  to  sh o w  up at th e h earin g  in force.

T h is cou ncil m e etin g  is an im p ortan t o n e  for th e fu tu re of 
Barton S p rin g s. If a p p ro v e d , th e P ark sto n e  area will be open  to 
d ev e lo p m en t and  ex e m p t from  fu tu re  w ater qu ality  reg u la tion s 
like the C W O . C itiz e n s ' p ro te s ts  cou ld  d isco u rag e th e council 
from  approv ing  P a rk sto n e . W ithout  p u blic in p u t, th e  CY\ O  will 
likely  n o t be ad o p ted . F inal co n sid e ra tio n  o f th e  C W O  is sch e d ­
uled for O ct. 17.

Barton  S p rin g s  is an  A u stin  lan d m ark  —  an  A u stin  land m ark  
that h as b een  closed  30 d ay s th is y ear b eca u se  o f u p stream  p ollu ­
tion . T h e  B arton  C ree k  w a te rsh ed , ev en  in its  d ish ev eled  sta te , is 
o n e  o f th e  last en c la v e s  o f  w o od ed  Hill C ountry ' in sid e  th e city .

O n ce  ag a in , A u stin ites  m u st fill th e C ou n cil C h a m b ers  and let 
th e ir re p rese n ta tiv e s  k now  th at th ey  p re fer B arton  C reek  and 
Barton  S p rin g s  —  as th ey  are  —  to g en eric  d ev e lo p m e n t p ro jects  
like th e P a rk sto n e  PU D .

—  D avid Bezanson

Black parents must teach education
E ducation in the United States, minority 

education in particular, wallows in 
I mediocrity'. This year's SAT scores re­

flect the current trend in minority education, 
the most disturbing example of which is the 
continuing disparity between black and white 
performance. Despite a 20-point increase on the 
verbal section, and an almost 30-point jump in 
math since 1978, blacks still average nearly 100 
points below whites in both sections.

In the past, minority groups have blamed the 
disparity on the SAT and ACT on inherent ra­
cial bias in the test. The most publicized exam ­
ple of racism on the SAT concerns use of the 
word “regatta" in the analogy section of the 
test. This is obviously racism. Everyone knows 
that information about boats is purposely with­
held from minority’ students throughout their 
educational careers.

Blaming the SAT for poor minority education 
is like blaming the therm om eter for the fever. 
The time has come to stop manufacturing ex­
cuses and ask the real, albeit painful, ques­
tions.

The overwhelming majority of black males 
do not go to college, and the ones that do

Derek James
TEXAN COLUMNIST

spend more time on the court than in the class­
room. W ithout adequate education, the logical 
result is more blacks turning to crime or having 
to settle for low-paying jobs. W e live in a coun­
try where black men overrepresent both blue- 
collar jobs and, unfortunately, prisons.

The situation is bleak, and we cannot solely 
blame the classroom for problems that manifest 
themselves before the kids even get to school. 
Black parents are responsible for instilling the 
desire to learn. Many underprivileged black 
youth consider education as neither a practical 
nor a viable option.

I have had the opportunity over the past two 
summers to work for the Boys Clubs of Greater 
Dallas with over 150 underprivileged black 
youth. Living with inner-citv youth (ranging in 
age from 8 to 14) gave me a glim pse of how 
thev perceive their future. I saw a lot of bright, 
creative kids, but most of them don't set their 
sights any higher than a basketball goal. One 
12-vear-old asked me where 1 went to college. 1

told him, and he said, Yeah, I'd like to play for 
them som eday."

Current scholarship and affirmative action 
programs are necessarv for closing the gap in 
education between blacks and whites, but these 
programs must work with the people they 
mean to provide incentives for. Instead, educa­
tional opportunities wait for blacks to take ad­
vantage of them. Som e blacks support these 
programs, others feel they perpetuate the prob­
lem and breed resentm ent on both sides, but 
no one denies that children must value school-- 
work before they will want to learn.

Black children need to be taught at home that 
dribbling a ball is not the only way out of the 
low tax bracket. This is a difficult task to accom ­
plish when white-collar blacks are not readily 
available as role models and athletes sign mul- 
timillion-dollar contracts every other week.

Blacks must take advantage of the opportuni­
ties nowr presented to them and instill the value 
of education in their next generation. If black 
parents view education as a hopeless waste of 
time, unfortunately, so will their children.

James is an anthropology junior.

Voters should look at elected officials' deeds, not words
W hich matters more lan­

guage or policy? The 
case of Austin school 

board President Bernice Hart sug­
gests the former. After Hart used 
a racial slur to refer to Hispanic 
im m igrants, H ispanic groups 
called for her resignation.

Dropouts could have doubled, 
teen pregnancies tripled, the po­
lice broken up a kindergarten 
crack ring while Hart was presi­
dent —  and her head might not 
roll. She could always blame other 
factors (funding cuts, racism, no 
support from others, family break­
down).

Words lead to hurt feelings.
I hev do not themselves do tangi­
ble harm. Q uestions of policy on 
education, illegitimacy, drugs and 
such issues damage actual lives 
and kill real people. But now, in­
sensitivity' is a worse offense than 
death or destruction.

The trivial trumps the serious at 
all levels of governm ent. Former 
Interior Secretary James Watt was

Victor Morton
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forced to resign because he made 
cutting references to minorities 
and used the word “cripple." He 
was not fired because he opened 
federal lands to oil development, 
took species off the endangered 
list or slashed the environmental 
budget — even though any of 
these might have been good rea­
sons for his dismissal.

American political careers de­
pend on avoiding the small mis­
take, the tiny impropriety, the 
questionable appropriation —  
w'hile excusing misguided policies 
that do far more damage.

If an American general sent his 
poodle to a Beverly Hills pedicu­
rist by military jet, he would be 
crucified by every self-appointed 
watchdog and his career would go 
to the dogs. Sam e with the soldier 
who gets high, or the school board 
member who has the staff paint

his fence on taxpayer time. Those 
would be scandals.

But a U .S. Armv major-general 
w ho h elp ed  com m an d  the 
botched attempt to rescue the Ira­
nian hostages was immediately 
promoted to lieutenant-general. 
This was not a scandal.

Trivial breaches of protocol do 
not necessarily relate to issues of 
public policy. White House tapes 
of Lyndon Johnson would lead 
the listener to conclude he was 
Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan 
(or a Delt). And yet, LBJ shep­
herded through the centurv's 
most important civil rights legisla­
tion.

This is not to say that words 
and deeds never coincide. Cer­
tainly som eone w ho uses the term 
“ African-American" is more likely 
to be receptive to civil rights than 
som eone who uses the word “nig­
ger." But sensitivity and 73 cents 
will buy a cup of coffee.

A public official's bigoted lan­

guage max or may not translate 
into votes. If it does not, why 
should anyone care? And if it 
does, opposition can and should 
railv around the voting records. 
Who would civil rights groups 
prefer — someone with the mouth 
of Andrew Dice Clay and the vot­
ing record of Hubert Humphrey, 
or som eone with the mouth of 
Marie Osmond and the voting 
record of Jesse Helms?

The first article 1 read on Bernice 
Hart quoted D e n n is  Garza, presi­
dent of the League of Latin-Amer- 
ican Citizens s Austin chapter, as 
saying that “ we've often known 
that Bernice is not exactly very 
friendly to H ispanics." But the ar­
ticle did not mention how he 
knew Hart was anti-Hispanic.

Not until the sixth article did I 
learn what Hart had done that 
w as hostile to Hispanics; she did 
not promote Gonzalo Garza to 
school board superintendent and 
opposed changing the school

board election system to single­
member districts. W hen those de­
cisions were made, there were no 
pickets, calls for resignation or 
front-page coverage.

Elections determ ine governors 
and presidents, not popes or m in­
isters of moral standards. O r do 
they?

The trix ialization of governm ent 
involved in election cam paigns 
mav require' us to fixate on an offi­
cial's v irtue. If negative cam paign­
ing, w'hy not negative govern­
ment? If election by smear, why 
not governance by smear? The 
game of destroving-political oppo­
nents with relatively minor "ch ar­
acter" charges cannot be herm eti­
cally sealed in a three-m onth 
campaign.

Negative ads are only one side 
of trix ialization, and not the 
worst. Nothing is more sickening 
than the “ positive" syrupy drivel 
that tells us that the candidate's 
wife loves him, his 2.2 well-

dressed kids love him and that 
even  dav on his way to work, he 
pats the dog on the head.

This kind of saccharin thrives 
because too manv think govern­
ment is about virtue. These are the 
people that put bumper stickers 
on their cars saving “Visualize 
World Peace" or “ Hugs not 
D rugs." The policy implications of 
these statem ents are unclear, but 
they say loud and clear that "I 'm  a 
damn fine person and opposition 
to me is indecent.'

So mavbe we're getting the gov­
ernm ent we desen 'e. Ideally, gov­
ernment ought to be about solving 
public policy problems like unem ­
ployment, defense, trade, educa­
tion and energy. But when public 
discourse and campaigns revolve 
around the question "W h o's the 
better hum an b ein g ? ,' why 
should we expect governm ent to 
do anything about anything else?

Morton is a government senior.

PUD proposal threatens Barton Creek
F or centuries, Barton Creek and Barton 

S p r in g s  have been a favorite natural get­
away for Austinites. The waters of Bar­
ton Springs draw people from all walks of life, 

from nature-oriented tourists to state bureau­
crats (the springs are a popular backdrop for 
Austin press conferences). But the creek has 
also drawn people with less than benign inten­
tions.

Parkstone Planned Unit Development is one 
such threat to the creek. The Parkstone PUD is 
a 150-acre commercial and (expensive) residen­
tial development site between Loop 360 and the 
upper Barton Creek Greenbelt. Owner Pete 
Dwyer has expressed more concern for the 
creek than other local speculators, but the dan­
ger his PUD poses to the creek is just as real.

Parkstone is a major problem because it 
threatens the Edwards Aquifer — a natural un­
derground reservoir that lies under the Hill 
Country. (If you have driven along MoPac Ex­
pressway or Loop 360 in southwestern Austin, 
you have probably seen a sign that says "Enter­
ing the environmentally sensitive Edwards 
Aquifer Recharge Z on e.") The portion of the 
aquifer that em pties out at Barton Springs 
stretches from Town Lake to northern Hays 
County.

As George Avery of the Sierra Club states, 
“ All the technical and scientific information we 
have proves that development over an aquifer 
will poison the aquifer and that unless there is 
some form of stringent control on develop­
ment, we will lose that most precious resource 
while at the same time losing Barton Springs."

Water enters the aquifer from holes in the 
bottom of Barton Creek and other creeks, as 
well as other cracks in the local land surface.

Brent White
GUEST COLUMNIST
Geologists call these entrance points “ recharge 
features." Anything carried in the stream can 
end up in the aquifer. The entire Parkstone site 
is over the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone; 
anything that drains off Parkstone can go into 
Barton Springs.

The Parkstone PUD also poses a threat to 
biodiversity- Parkstone has golden-cheeked 
warbler habitat. The owner cut a number of 
juniper trees several years ago, causing a de­
crease in habitat. If Parkstone is left alone, it 
may contribute to the warbler's recovery.

Several sinkholes on Parkstone, in addition 
to being recharge features, are home to endan 
gered cave insect species. Even if the PUD 
passes, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is 
supposed to protect the caves. However, Fish 
and Wildlife, like the Austin City Council, has a 
history of arbitrarily granting exem ptions.

The area of Barton Creek adjacent to Park­
stone also features a swimming hole, Sculp­
tured Falls, w'orth protecting.

The evidence stacks up: The development of 
Parkstone would have serious consequences. 
Unfortunately, four of our city councilmembers 
are ignoring the advice of their staff, their vol­
unteer boards and their electorate. Council­
members Ronney Reynolds, Charles Urdy, Bob 
Larson and Louise Epstein have done every­
thing developers have asked them to do since 
the Todd council began in June. They have ig­
nored the popular mandate to protect the creek 
and the springs, and instead are cheering on 
construction in our sensitive watersheds.

The June 1990 Barton Creek PUD hearing 
saw .a  record number of citizens turn out to 
protest development. Without another massive 
uprising this Thursday, the Parkstone PUD is 
expected to be approved 4-3 (Mayor Bruce 
Todd and Councilmembers G us Garcia and 
Max Nofziger are expected to oppose).

Dwyer may have no intention of developing 
the land, just raising the price. The property 
has been appraised at $2 million; Dw'yer has 
asked $8 million. The value rose after council 
approved funding for the South Austin Outfall 
sewer system. The value will skyrocket if the 
PUD is approved.

Parkstone PUD is not the only important Bar­
ton Creek-related item at Thursday's City 
Council meeting on Thursday- The first public 
hearing on the new Com prehensive Watershed 
Ordinance — a measure that would protect the 
water quality of the Barton Springs Watershed 
by regulating development — is scheduled for 
6 p.m. (Many people expect the hearing not to 
actually open until 6 a .m .) Without approval of 
the strongest possible CW O, the June 7 and 
Sept. 19 rallies will have been for naught.

Will the council take the proper leadership 
role? It took hundreds of speakers and thou­
sands of phone calls to stop the Barton Creek 
PUD. It may take even more to stop the Park­
stone PUD. A coalition of environmental 
groups is asking Austinites to express their 
opinions by phone to city councilm em bers and 
come to the Council Cham bers, 304 W. Second 
St., on Thursday by 5:30 p.m. Everyone will get 
three minutes to speak per item.

White is a mathematics senior.

A ID S w ill affect all
I would like to commend Blake 

Mosher on his incredible myopia 
("U .S . governm ent overspends on 
A ID S," The Daily Texan, Tuesday).

The most disturbing and dis­
tressing part of M osher's com ­
mentary is the attitude conveyed 
that because hom osexuals and 
drug^ users chose to put them ­
selves at risk, they deserve the re­
sults of their actions. Mr. M osher, 
many of the people who are devel­
oping full-blown AIDS today are 
suffering from the consequences 
of actions which took place years 
ago —  k>ng before thex realized 
that they should modify their be­
havior.

According to the National HIV 
and AIDS Information Service, in 
1989-90, the largest proportionate 
growth in the diagnosis of AIDS 
was in the following groups: 
"W om en, blacks/Hispanics and 
individuals exposed through het­
erosexual contact."

Cancer and cardiac diseases are 
critical issues and people should 
be educated on these conditions. 
But you can 't catch cancer. Unwit­
tingly, hundreds of thousands 
have becom e AIDS victims. And 
unless we educate ourselves — 
and yes, this will entail vast sums 
of tax dollars — hundreds of thou­
sands more will join the ranks of 
those diagnosed to be HIV-posi­

tive and having full-blown AIDS.
Paul Lmnn 

Graduate student

Committee does good
I was pleased to see the report 

of the University Com m ittee on 
Multiculturalism in last fhurs- 
day's Texan, and I hope very much 
that the University Senate will 
adopt the report and that the new 
courses will be properly funded.

Although I strongly opposed 
the English 306 class, "W riting 
About D ifference," that was pro­
posed last year, I believe in a uni- 
versitv curriculum that is truly 
multicultural. In fact, earlier this 
vear I recommended to Dean 
Stanley Meacham that the Univer­
sity consider a plan very similar to 
the one that has been proposed. 
Here is a quotation:

"I think the University should 
be moving quickly and firmly 
toward promoting cultural diversi­
ty throughout the entire curricu­
lum Issues of race, class and 
gender are central in our society, 
and we need to do much more to 
make all students aware of them. 
One proposal the administration 
might consider would be to insti­
tute a two-course requirement in 
cultural difference for all students, 
similar to the two-course substan­
tial writing com ponent require­
m ent."

Maxine Hairston 
Professor Emeritus o f English


