The Politics of Writing

Instructor: Faigley
Fall 1998

Hriting is commonly sfudied and taught as a vehicle for sel ¥
expression, a medium of communication and 2 means of creating
Knowledge. This course considers writing as an instrument of
power .

The course begins by examining the relationship of language
and power, which is by no means a simple one. We will consider
theories of how ideologies are mediated through language and ways
in which meaning serves to sustain relations of power. He will
then turn to three strands of post—structuralist theory that bear
upon this issue: the radical relativism of Foucaul t,
nonessentialist feminism, and neo-marxism. The course will
conclude with how post-structuratist theory has come to influence
current work in rhetoric and composition, both theory and
classroom practice.

The main requirement for the course will be a paper of 15-28
pages. You will also write short one-page reaction papers in
response to some of the readings.
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